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TO IHE 
REVEREND FATHER 


in God, ArTHayvR, by Gods 


prouidence, Lord Biſhop of Bath and 
wells, Rozzxrt BacnaALlL wiſheth all | 


hcalch and crue comfort in chis world, 
and cternall happineltlc ia the 
World to come. | 

AS co the building of the materiall 
& Temple(Right Reucrend Father 
—@ in God,and my very Honorable 
good Lord) many co adiutors 
and fellow-labourers were admitted, ſome 
more excellentthen others, yer none were 
repelled, nor reiected, alchough rhey were 
of the mcaner ſort,as Morter. carricrs : be-| 
cauſe rhey wereneceſarie. Eucn fo reaſon 
willeth,and neceſsitic requireth , thar they 
which are lawfully called to the office of 
yy Miniltery,alchough they are nor Archi-| 
Az. rects\ 


— 
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| of God, ſhould be ſuffered to help alittle to 


rects, yerit they may do good inthe Church 


build vp che Spirituall Temple of the Lord : 
For many hands make light worke. The 
conlideration hereof hath embeldened me, 
being as it were, the leaſt of the Apoſtles, 
and allo requeſted of many who ſaw my 
notes, and hcard mee preach them, to at- 


J 


tempt this worke ; whercin if I may adde 
bur one mite tothe treaſuric of the Church, 
ro help a lirtle to build the Lords ſpirituall 
Houſe, I ſhall thinke my labour well be- 
ſtowed. Howlſocuer, I would not with that 
{mall Talent which1 hauc concredited vn- 
ro me,be like to that euill ſeruane, which 
made nogood vic of his, bur hidit inthe 
ground, and therefore was ſhamefully re- 
roued. | 

Theſubicct, or matter, which T haue ta-| 

ken vpon mee to intrear of, is,of our laſt ac- 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. f 


count atthe generall Aſſ1zein rhe laſt Day. 
A matcer molt ficting and belceming my 
gray haires gojng tothe grauc,and requiſite 


for all forts of people liuing in this careleſlc 


age, and very auaileable to ſhakerhem out | 
of * 
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.cndcuours therin: hoping that it may make 


of the cradleof {ecuritic, wherein they lye | 
lulled and rocked, and to ſtirrethem vp to, 
vigilance and watchfulneſſe. This worke, I 
confeſle, is a withered fruirof my old age, 
bur if ir may obtaine your Honours fauour 
ſo farre, as to cheriſh and prote&t it vnder 
the ſhadow of your wings, it growing to 
maturitie, in proceſle of time may obtaine 
ſome fauourin the world,cſpecially among 
the Children of God, whom it may ſome- 
what benefit. I therefore beſecch your 

ood Honour and reuerend Parernitic,be-; 
ing a molt godly and vigilant Watchman 
our vsall,co patronizethis my Dodtrine of 
watchſulneſle, and totake in good part my 


many waking, and looking for the Lords| 
ſecond comming to their ſaluation. So cra- 
uing your Honourable fauour herein, I 
humbly rake my leaue : Reſting ( as dutie 
bindeth me) your Honours poore Miniſter 
yndcr God, in all Chriſtian dutic to becor- 
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dered and commanded : | 


RozerRrtT BAGNALL. 
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TO THE GODLY 


READER, GRACE, MERCY, 


and Peace from God the 
Father, &c. 


P>>%A'5 in the comtriving , managing , and 
JN bringing to good effett worldly buſineſ 
ſes that tend to the maintenance of the 
body mthis preſent life, we account op- 

ortuwitic of time, and fit occaſions the 


Sake all trmes and occaſions to ſerac God, avdto let xo 
time paſſe away unprofitable. For time hatteth a- 
way,and tarrieth for no man ,and foolſbly ſpent cannot | 
be recalled : And therefore the Heathens parnted out 
Time with wings at her hands and aljo at her feet with 
a locke of haire before,but bald behinde. This welecttie 
of time, and irrecuperableneſſe of her being careleſſely 
"oY idly tet flip, Bernard /aid downe to his _— 
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pans | 


—— 
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Bat, 


Exod.35. 


Bera, ad Sco, | when hee ſaid : Volat tempus irreuocabile, volat 
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To the Reader. 


tempus irremeabile, necaduerrtit inſipiens quid a- 
mittat, &c.#hat is, Time flyeth away #hat cannot bee 
recalled ; Time flyethaway , that cannot come againe , 
and fouliſh man doth not ronſider what he leſeth: and 
yet ( alas) hee hiſeth all the geod wofe of time, and all 
the benefit that hee mr1ght make of the ſame , when it 
offereth it ſelfe. And therefore Baſil well ſard: Nemo 
vium temporis habere queat, nifi quis cum ſe of- 
fert, arripiat:.#hat is, nomen can receine any profit of 


offereth it ſelfe. Let the parabolicall example of the ten 
Virgins teach and admoniſh vs herein, and make vs 
take Bildad the S hubites counſel! : Early to ſeeke the 
Lord,and ſeeke him while he may be found,and ſpeedily | 
to gee about. the Lords baſineſſe , as the Cherubims 


the place where the 1{raelttes prayed. O good Chriſtian 
Reader, confider,l beſerch thee, what a fooliſh thing it 
is for thee to let time paſſe away ſecurely, to let thy ree- 
kenings runne ſo long without any examination of thy 
life,and doings, . and without talling thy wayes to ac- 
count, that then ſhouldeſft be growne ebaarate paſt ſenſe 
and feeling, yea,and ſo forgetfall of thy dealings , thit 


thou canff-net bring in « true reckoning. 
remembrance, ſleepe no longer in ſecuritie; but be ſober 


when thou thinkeſ? not thereof,and be found falſe there» 
in,and ſabe proued and conuifted a falſe Steward. Se- 


Time, but he that ſpeedily layeth hold on it , when it | 


dia and therefore were pourtraied with wings before | 


Conſider this in time, and callthineowne wayes to| 


ana watch, that thou maiſt not bee called to account | 


car itie will bring thee to extremities, andteall theſe 
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| TotheReader, 


diftreſſes, as it did the perple in Noah bictime, is 
Lots t1m2,1nd many ether people in all ages, and fo it 
will doc many at the loft andt, Therefore let me beſeech 
thees yea, and perſwade thee by the tender mercues of 
God , to (nffer mee to pull thte backe by the ſleege from 
running into the pit of| | roy; baxe ” bookes of ac- 
count jn 4 readineſſe, bea vigilant and watchſull Ste- 
ward, that at the left Day it may be ſaid wnts thee, O' 
well done, thou good and faithfull Seruant, thou | 
haſt been fairhfull ouer few things, I will make thee 
Ruler ouer many things: enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord. 7 bane (goon Chriftian Reader ) beftowed 
my ſmall skill end laboar in this Treatiſe, to make thee 
4 good Steward and acconntent at the laft audit and 
General Aſi:2e. I pray thee reade the ſame, not with a 
preinaicate opinion but with « yeelding reſolution to the 
trath,as thou ſbalt finae it, Ind per ſwade thy ſelfe that 
this is written(hewſoener it may croſſe thy humonrs in 
taking thy fleſhly pleaſures) yet for thy learning, and 
to dee thee grod,and to ſer thee in the way to Heanenjn 
the which way God ſpeed thee with faithfulnefle and 
conflancie tothe end,and then thou ſhalt be ſare of thy 
wiſhed deſire, a crowne of incorraptible glory : which 

God of his infinite geednefſe and mercy grant © 

mee, and thee, and the whole 
Church quickly, 

Ce 
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The firſt Sermon. | 
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Lv &«. iT. x, 2. 


1. There wat « certdine rich mas, which had 4 Steward, aud 
he was accuſed wnte bim that be wafted bis goods. 
2: «And he called him, and [aid unto him, How is it thas\ 
1 beare thes of thee ? Gine an accounts of thy flewardfhry : 
for thow waiſt be nolouger Staward. 


] 
RT Hcſcrwo yerſcs, and the other fol- 


= 43K {lowing vntoche ninth verſe, accor- 


il 2A} ball ſenſe and meaning, containe a 
= IEACE || parable ſpoken by our Saviour 
| : El Chriſt ymco his Diſciples, concer- 
Ex I EX ning a certaine rich man which had. 
———— a Scward , that deal falfely with 
him, injuriouſly ſcraped and raked together great ſlore of 


worldly riches, and all chat he could get from his'Maſter | 


| 


$4 ding to the plaine literall arid ver- | 


i 


 |Þy hookeand by crooke, by any meanes,werethey _ 
B: 2. 0+ 
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 light)is faid to commend the vniuſt Steward for dealing 


The Stewards lai account. [ 


ſo vagodly,vniult, and wrorgtull, thac hee 111 19'ployed, 
| and walttully ſpent in pleaſures and finfull courſes of lite. 
| Of which fraudulent dealing and walting his goods , as | 
foone as his Maſter had intciligence 3 hee called him, and 
reprchended him, laying : How commeth it to paſſe that [ | 
brare this of thee ? And preſently calleth him co account, 

and pucteth him outof his Office. Which thing when |} 
the Steward percgiued, hc —_— hee could norframe | 
himſclſe to painefall labours', as co digge and delue, bc- 

cauſe in former times he had lived idly ,and pleaſantly ,but | 
yet in reputation;and therefore h= was aſhamed to begge; 
forthat (ashee was.perſwaded) would much abaſc him, 


of athird way, which was, privily to call his Maſters 
debters together, anfito abatethe debts which they owed 
him; and tooene that owed his Maſter an hundred meca- 
ſures of Oyle, he parteth at halfe, and abates fifty. And 
another that owed his Maſter an huncrcd meaſures of 
Wheate, hee bids rake his writing and write foureſcore, 
cutting large thongs of avether mans leather, thinking 
by theſe meancs to procure friends, that afrerward when 
he was putont of his Office, might receiue him into their | 
houſes and maintaine him , thus carefully providing for | 
the time to ceme, And the Lord not allowing falſchood | 
and wrongfull dealing, (for he loueth righteouſnetlc ) but 
to ſhewe that worldly' men are morecarcfuil ro obraine 
carchly things and provide for this world , then the chil- | 
dren of God are defirous of heavenly treaſures that inrich 
them in the world to come , ( for the children of this 

worldare wiſer in their g-neration then the children of | 


—_— edi. tw Ae 


ſo wiſely, and ſs carefullyprouiding for this world, w1- 
ſhing a farre greater care to the children of light to pro- 
uide forthe world to.come. Which thing we may ſce ro 


be true,by the fic application of che parable, made by our 


| Sanjouria theninth verſe, ſaying thus: eAnd / ſaywno | 


Pw by 
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and make hin conremptible: then be reſslucth himſelfe | 


- 
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| 6's The Stewards laſt account. | 
you, Make you friends with the riches of iniquitie , that | 


| 


| words ; which bad a Steward. Thirdly, the accuers of the 
Steward,intheſe words : avd hewas arcnſed, &c. | 


when yee ſhall want, they may reccine you into enerlatt ing ha- 


To bee yer ſomewhat more plaine : The true ſenſe, 
ſcope and purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt,as it were by way of 
compariton and re{oluing vpoathe bell,is this z The Sce- 


of himſclfe, when hceis pur from his Office : much-more 
therefore Chriltans who are Scewards yato God inſun- 
dry gifts, ſhould be carefull whac ſhall -befall chem when 
they ſhall depart out of this life , and make their aecounts 
ynto God for the ſame. But as the worldly Steward -pur- 
chaſeth himafriends with the Mammon Ar ons "a 
chat may recciue and maintaine him when hee is remoued 
from-his Office : $o ſhould-Chriſtian folke with their | 
goods, gifts, and alents coneredited ynto them,make the 
poore ſo beholding ynto them, that they by their prayers | 
made te God for them, may receiue themrinto ck 

habications, asin the ninth verſe. This bricfelyis the ſum 
of this preſent Goſpel. Howbeir,to the intent thatirmay 
miniſter more plentifull inſtruQion to all Gods people, 1 
will by the affiitance of Gods holy ſpirit intreate of theſe 
ewo points. Fir(t, the perſons mentioned in the parable, 
whichare three: Firſt,cherich man in theſe words: There 
Was 4 cortaine rich man. Secondly, the Steward, in theſe 


The ſecond point : What the rich map did to his 
Steward , when hee found him falſe and vniuft? in the 
ſecond verſe, in theſe words : e And hee calledhin, and 
ſaid wnto him, How is it that I beare this of thee ? Gine 
accounts of thy Stewardſhip : for thow mareſt bee no longer 
Steward. 4 | 

In che firſt part, I will ſhew ynto you who the rich man 
ts ? whe isthe Steward? and who are the accuſcrs? whenT 
come to handle thar point, 


wardof a ccrtaine rich man is carefull what ſhall become | 
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| buations. | | 
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in the ſecondpart, to wit, what the Lord did co his 
Steward when he proued him yntruegis declarcd-in foure 
oints, | 
: Fir(t, hee called him,in cheſe words : «And hee called 
him. | af | 

Secondly, he reprehended.him, faying : How « it that 
1 beare this of thee ? 
Thirdly,hecallech him to account, ſaying : Come render 
account of thy Steward(pip, cre. 
Fourthly , he puccerh him out of his Office : For thow- 
maicſt be we longer Steward, Ofthelc in order, and fultef | 
therich man. 
Therich man is-3od, who is chiefe Emperour , Lord, 
King,true owner and pellc{lor of all good chings tempo. 
rall and fpirituall, eartbly and heauenly. For of carthly 
things David Plalme: 24.truly ſpeaketh,faying: The earth. 
i the Lordi , and-all that therein is, the world and they that 
dwell thereiw, Againe, Plal.50:20,11,1 2, verics, he faich, 
eAll che beafts of the forreſt are mine , andthe beaſts on « 
thouſand monntaines. [ know all the fowles of the mountames; 
avd the wilde beaſts of the field are mine. If I be bungry,1 will 
not tell thee: for the world is mine ," and all that therein ts, 
This is moſt plainely proved in the 1 15; Pal. verſe, x6. 
where the Pfalmilt faith : The Heanens are the Lords, and 
the earth, which hee hath giuen to the ſannes of wen. Hee is 
rich alſo in ſpirituall and hezucoly things , and ſo cucry 
way rich, as Bernard 57. Sermon : Des vndiqur: 
dines, dines miſcricordia , "magnifiens ininftitis , nwnificu: 
in gratia : thatis to fay ,  Godis rich every way, richin 
mercy ,-magnificent in juſtice , liberall in Grace. Hee is 
rich inmercy , rich in glory, richin wiſedome, richin 
grace: for heis called zhe Godofall grace. ' All which gra- 
ces and gifts he giuerh vs'in his Sonne Chriſt leſus , the 
molt plcncifull fountaine of all poodnefle, in whom, and | 
by whom, all cheſcand many goed gifts incffableare 
conferred ynto vs , as /obn well proucth , ſaying : Of his | 
fulneſſe 
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fulves hane all we receined and grace for graceas if he ſhould | 


| 


lay, grace vpon grace, or graces heaped one vpon ane | 
>< ' 


cr. 
| The conſideration of this doftrine ſhould make vs in 
faith and full afſurance to pray to this rich God , and to 
| none other : for vaite whom ſhould wee pray ? and 
, of whom ſhould wee crauc forall good things, butof 
| him which hath all to giue, and from whom euery 
, good giuing and perfc& gift commeth ? whe is ableco 
| helpe in all extremities : for hee. is omnipotent ; is pre-, 
ſear with ys, and neare vs, as hee is vnco all that call ypon 
hinfaichfully, And laftly, he is willing to helpe and fave, 
for hee would hauc all co bee ſaued,and to come to the 


, 


knowledge of his truth. And therefore our Sauiour Chriſt 
calleth all ynto him , promiſing vnto all that come vnto 
him in repentanceand faich,refreſhing, Afatb. 11.28, He 
commands his Goſpellto be freely preached vnto all, and | 
he biddeth all co his great Supper, Lak, 14. O let vsin re» 
pentanceand faith cume vato him, and pray vnto him 
continually: for he is the rich man here ment able to grant 
our requelts, | 
Againe, ifall the goed things we haue come from our 
rich Ged, it ſhould make ys moſt thankfully co acknow- 


praiſe to him,from whom the benefit commeth, for as all 
the waterscome from the Sea, and returne thither apaine: 
ſo all the benefits which werecciue, come from God, and 
by our thankes-giuing ſhould returne to him againe. O 
ler ys be thankefull, and ſay with David fromovr hearts, 
and ſpeake to our owne ſoules as he did :'Praiſe the Lord, 
O my ſonle, and all that i: within mee, praiſe his holy name, 
Praiſe the Lord, O myſonle , and forget not all his benefits: 
which forgineth all thy finne, andbealeth all thine tnfirmmnies: 
which ſaneth thy life from deſtrattion, and crowneth thee 
with mercy and loning kindneſfſe : which ſatisfieth thy month 


ledge himto be the giuer , and to returne all laude and | 


jak good things, making thee young and !nfly as an Eagle. 
| : A 
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Jam.1.17. 
Gen.17.1 . 


1.T 11.2.4. 


Math,z8. 


lam. 1.17 


Pſal.103.1,2, 
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| Ler ys praiſc God our ſelues, and cxhort others to doe 


the like, for it is good and godly ſoto doe : And therefore 
the Prophet ſaid : O praiſe the Lord: for it is a good thing to 
ſeng praiſes vnto eur God ; yea, 4 ioyfull and pleaſant thmg it 


meant by therich man, to wir, God. Now of bis Steward, 
| The tudgement of ancient Writers concerning this 
Steward (who he ſhould be, & what ſhould be his name?) 
haue been diuers,cucty manhaving a {cuerall opinion,and 
ſpeaking as he thought,quothomines,tot capita,totſententie: 


which thing is to be deplored, that ſo many learned men, 
and famous in other matters, ſhould in this point bee-fo 
much decciucd,as to reſtrict chisparcell of Scripture writ- 


Nation,. it being alſo parabolically ſpoken. Whereas ir 
deepely concernes vs all, and isco bee applyed particularly 
ta cuery ſeuerall man of vs. Some have thought that Saint 
Paul was this. Steward, For he.was a bad one, yncill he was 
called of leſus Chrift : and of this iudgement was Theophs- 
lus, Biſhop of Antiochia. Some affirmed that the Tewes 
were this Steward, and the Gentiles theſe Debtors. Of this 
opinion was Tertwllian, lib. de fuga,cap.:13, Gendentius 
writing to Germinizxe,ſuppoſet] that this Steward wasthe 
Diuell,mi{-implying all his gifts, his wit and power to 
tempt men to their. deſtruttion.  Maty others baue di- 


thinke more fitto omic, then to fill my paper with friuoe 
lous matters.” Let vs harken to them who come necrer to 
the ſcope of the place, - In this number I place Ambroſe in 
his Commenearics, « ſ#g»ftine in his Evangelicall (queſti- 
ons:Theophilaft,& ethers, who affirmetharthis Steward is 
all mankind,& further fay,that the word, Oix onoM Os, 
a Steward, doth (ignifie not only Yilliewnm,a Bayly of Hus- 


— 
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{ſhons ina Farme, are concrediced & committed to 


1s to bee thankefull,. \ Thus much concerning the perton | 


Look how many men, ſo many heads,ſo many opinions: | 


ren for all our learning, to one particular Man, People, or | 


uerſtyand ftrangely ſer downe their opinions, which I | 


" a 


bandry ; but one ro whomall manner of goods and & | 


Wake 


| an houthold- vader anethcr man. And therefore theſe 


|"Magiſtratesare Stewards of the common heuſe, which is 


The Stewards laſt account. 


co witza generall Steward,beſt exprefſed by the werd(4if- 
penſator) which (ignificthan O fhicer laying out money for 


reade the words following, (Render accom of thy Steward- 
| ſhip, for thow mayeſt be no longer Steward. ) Thus : Redde ra- 
tionem diſpenſationis twernonenin poterit amplins d:ſpenſare, 
So then this S:eward isall mankinde. For cucry man hath 
received of God,the proper owner of all, one good gift or 
anether incrult, which he ought to diſpeſe and cwplov, 
not as he lilteth, bur as Ged the proper owner ofal would 
have him, and miſt yeeld an account to him, euen as the 
earthly Steward doth cethis carthly Maſter. For this cauſe 
cucry man mult needs be a Sreward,and adiſpoſcr of ſome 
geod pift of God. Kings then are Stewards tothe higheſt 
of all, & acknowledge their aduancements to come fro the 
Lord; and thereforc in their ſtiles of Dignity , vic theſe 


Lords Houſe, which isthe Church, and ought to breake 
the Bread of Life to their Flockes, to preach the Word in 
ſeaſon,and out of ſeaſon, and muſt render an account. All 


the weale publique,and ought tocenfider thar they are ſet 
euer the people, for rhe puniſhment of evill doers, and 
for the praiſe of them that doe well. Maſters arc Stewards 
oftheir owne Hovſhold , and ought ne! encly to diſpoſe 
all chings in ordcr, bur eſpecially re make chis reſolution, 
that they and their hovſholds will ſeruc the Lord, All 
men are Stewards of their owne bodies, and of the 
priuy cloſer ef their own canſciexce,as Poxten hath. There 
| is none ſo mighty chat is greatergor ſo meane and baſe, that 
is lefle then a Steward to the King of Kings, to the 
Higheſt ef all ; and what goods or geodnes he yſcth , hee 
hach receiucd them al! of the Father of Lights. For what 
haft chou, that theu haſt nor receiued ?He ir is that delive- 


words ( by the grace of God.) Minifters are Stewards of the | 


2.Tinm.47. 
1.Pct.3.14. 


4. 
Ioſh.24.15. 


Lanact.17. 


reth to bis Seruants his Talents.to ſame mere and to ſome 


——_— << ———— —_— 


hae Which doctrine confurcrh the Pelagiazs , and all? 
| © 


Marth. 2.F. 


. 


1.Cor.4-7. ' 
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ſuch as aſcribe all that they hauveto their owne indultry, 
Whereas all that js good,commeth from Ged, as being in- 
| finicely rich in goodneile and merey towards all, and yer 

hath neuer the lcile himſelfe : for kis riches and treaſures 
arc inexhauſtable, All we therefore arc Baylifes, Stewards, 
and Diſpeſers vnder God , and ſhould Minitter the gifts 
which we recciue ſpiricuall or temperall,ss good Stewards 
and diſpoſcrs of the manifold gms of God .And thena 
man proueth himſclfe te bee a faichfull Diſpoſer ; vyhich 
whoſoeuer doth, is ble(ſed of God, a molt happy man, 


ſeruice well,of all men mo{t vakappy.Tbe Lord ſaith, ho 
his houſhold, to gine them their portion of . meat in due ſeaſon ? 
Bleſſed is that Seruant whom bus Maſter when bee commeth , 
ſhall finde ſo doing. Of a truth, I ſay vnto 308, that bee will 
\ wake hins Ruler oner all that he hath. But if that Sernant ſay 
is bis beart, My Maſter doth defer bis commy and ſhall begin 
| to ſmite bis Sernants,and Maidens,andio cat andarinke,& to 
be drunke the Mafler of that S ernant will come in a day when 
he thinketh not,and at an hoyre when he #c not ware of and will 
cnt bin off, and gine him bis portion with the vnbeleeners, 
Euery Chriſtian man and woman, bee they neuer 


of which they eught to diſpoſe wiſcly, and faickfully : and 
therefore good Stewards are called faithfull and wiſe, of 
our Saujour before, Lyke 12 42, It bcheoucth vs there- 
fore to take heed what we doe,that we may make a good 
reckoning of our Stewardſhip, bee found truc, _ not 


. | nor-houſes, which are theſe three,as the Learned haue ſet | 
them dewne. Prima villa eff mundus ifte; ſecunda proprium 
{S4x9x/a, lodocys .Corpns, tertia anima. The firlt Farme- Houſe is the world: 


falſein governing theſe Farme-places, Manners,and Man- 


the ſecond, a mans owne body : the third, his ſoule. 


and if he doth not —_— office of Stewardſhip and | 


ſo high, or never ſelow; neuer ſo rich , or fo peore; | 
hauc a threefold Farme committed ynto them, the fruics | 


| 


| 4.4 fai:full, and wiſe whonthe Maſter ſhall make Ruler oner | 


Now in being a Steward in the firſt Farrse, the world: 
man 


ee cod — 
nn _—_ 


_ "I 


—_— ——_— HOGS 


| 


| 


. | of life) 16 not of the Father, but of thewofld : and the world 
+| of God, abideth for ener. 


| poteft gandere cum mundo , & regnare cum Chrifto : that is, 


The Stewards laſt account. | 9 
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man mult take heed that hee become not ſogreata friend 
ynto it,and be not fo much in loue with it,that he become 
an enemy vnto God, an vntrue&cfalſc Steward vynto his | 
Maſter : for he that will be a friend of this world, is made 1am8. 

an enemy to God. For no man can ſerue two Maſters. He 2%6 37: 
may not looke to flowein thetreaaſures and pleaſures of 

the werld,end raigne with Chrift. ,Anguftine ſaid, News AugyP. 


no man 'can reieyce with the world, and raigne with 
Chrift, And againe, he faith : Difficile, imo impoſuibileeſt, 
vt preſentsbus & futuris quu fruatur bonts, vt bic ventrem , 
illic mentem impleat,vt adelicys , ad delicias tranſeat , vt in 
vtroq; fecnlo primn fit, vt interra,c} in calo,appareat gloris- 
ſ#5:that is,it is an hard thinggyea, impoſsible,that any man 
ſhould cnioy the geeds of this preſent world, andalſo of 
the world tocome: that heere hee ſhould fill his belly,and 
there his ſoule: that hee ſhould bee chiefe in both worlds; 
that he ſhould be glorieus inthe carth,and in heauen. And 
this made /obn ſo carneſtly to dilſwade vs from the enc, 
the world, and fo louingly perſwade and exhort vto the*, 1,4, ..15, 
loue of the other,the world to come, Lowe nor theworld, 16,17. 

neither the things that are in the world: If any may lone the 
world, the lone of the Father is not in bim. For all that i1 inthe 
world, ( as the luft of the Fleſh, the luſt of the eyes and the pride 


paſſeth away and the Iuft thereof : but he that fulfilleth the will 


Theriches, treaſures, and ſtecke of this Farme, are all 
goods Temporall, which being cencredited to vs of this 
rich perſon , God, the true owner of them, we mult rake 
heed that we play notthe bad Stewards with them : and |- +. 
thatis done foure wayes, Firlt, in getting them wrong- 
fully. Secondly, in ſetting our hearts on them idolatrouf: 
iy, Thirdly, in keeping them to our ſclues baſely. Fourth. 
ly, in ſpending them vnlawfully, and finfully, Of theſe 
fourc in order, 


| C2 Firſt, 


P—— —_— — S 


_ _—— — , 


— 


1 King.2I. 


Greg decret d.$ 
tit.19. 


Glanul, 1.7.16, 


| by ſpoiling thecloth whereſheliueth. Such men are. very 


| theiniury and violence of the ftermy weather ; buta bad 


- | backs, and pillerh them bare. Such trees arc the mercileſle 


| cruell and bad Stewards were denyed Chriftiavorum Se- 


Firſt, wee placed of our great and good Lord and Ma- 

ſer, Stewards in this Farme, the world, may not gaine 
| goodsthroygh other mens hurts, building our heuſcs, as 
the moth, in ather mens cloth,& feeding our ſelues fat by 
hurcing, biting, and ſpeiling others, as the moth is fatted 


liketo the filchy wormein a ſheepe, which is made fat by 
cating and conſuming che poore ſecly.ſheepe, and like 
Lice and Fleas, whick fatte themſclues by ſucking mens 

bloud. Such bad. Stewards are the wicked cevetous bad | 
rich men, whe arc made full by deueuring the poere, and 
oppreſsing them by tyrannie. Good Chriltians are com | 
parcd to Trees, which doe bring forth good fruit in due 
ſeaſon, and help euery way : For a good Tree will _ 
forth fruic to quench hunger and thir(t, and it will put o 


tree, a Bryer, when the pepre Sheepe flye vnto it fer ſuc- 
cour, {crapeth and ſcratcheth all the wooll from their 


Stewards, the Tyrants of the werld : which, when the 
poore fly vnte them for ſuccour,they tye them,and wrap 
them in Bonds,like as the Bryer doth the ſheepe,and then | 
GY ſpoile them, Therich Steward Ahab could | 
notrelt, yn elſe he had poore Naboth-his Vineyard, and | 
heand his curſed wife Jez.abe! cared not how wrongfully | 
and cruelly they came by ir. Gregory reporteth,that ſuch 


pultarars: Chriſtian mans butiall. And G/anwill writing of | 
the Lawes and Cuſtomes of England, faich, that by the 
melt ancient Lawes of England, the geods of an iniuri- | 
ous anddefamed epprelſour, dying withour reſticution , 


of the Towne. And what becomes of himaſclfe ? His fleh 


| ter, and ver for vermibmi,Ic ſheweth Tharmans ficſh is gi-| 


1s giuents the wormes ',a right Cadawer. Looke to the 
lilablesof that word, and let ca,ſtand for cars, da, for da- 
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.were eſcheated re the King, and all his Lands tothe Lerd | 


Boi ne a6 AC: 


wath - = ———._ 


rnd 


AN. 


'| riches of Craſws, the feliciry of Oftavian, what doe theſe 


| chem thar berich in this world , char they be not high-min= 


| ches, calling them yncertaine, Forithey ebbe, they flowe, 


| not in oncertaine riches. Valerine aid well to this purpoſe, 
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uen t@ wormes ; and his ſouleto the Diuels, to bee tore 
mented werld without end. And cherefore the ancient Fa- 
| ther faith, $5 haberes ſapientiam Salomonis, þ palcbrandie 


fant hec com tanders caro datur vermibus,o anima demons- 
bruszcum dmete ſine fine crucianda ? That isto lay, If thou 
haddeft the wiſcdome of Salomon , the beauty of Ab- 
(alom, the Rrength of Samſon, the long life of Enoch, the 


profic thee, when at the laſt, thy fleſh is giuem to the 
wormes,and thy foule:o the Diucls, withthe rich man to 
be tormented world without cnd ? For what will it auaile 
aman to winnc allthe world, and to loſe his owne ſoule ? 
or what ranſome ſhall a man giue for his ſoule? 

2. Men placed Stewards in this world, Shaving the ſtock 
of the ſame at their diſpolition, play the bad Stewards, in | 
ſerting their hearts ypon them idolatrouſly.Frem this vice | 
and hainous ſinne, Daviddchorteth, when he laid, If ri- 
ches increaſe,ſet not your heart theron, And Paul commands 


ded, neither pmt4beir truft in uncertaine riches , but mthe lis 
wing God. In which place, hee-yceldeth a great reaſon. to 
mouec men not cotrult ts riches, adding a fic Epichiteto ri- 


they come,they.goe , they are neuer certaine, Therefore 
the Wiſe man gave goed counſell, when as hee faid : Truſt 


Dinitic iſtz in qmbus ſummam felioitatem conſiftereputant , 


ſunt caduce,momentanee, crepundys (millme,affiuun ſubito, 
ſwbiro dilabuntur nulto in loco, nulls in homine, »ullo tempgre 


| in ſublime ſuſtuleruns ſubito caſu deyciunt. That isto lay, 
Thoſeriches wherein men place their chiefe felicitic , are 
caduke, momentany, moſt like to gugawes, they come 


ſunt certe, ſed incertiſcims flat fortune buc illuc alte, quos |- 


new Abſilonis,ſi fortitndinem Samfonis, þi lengenitatem En | Avg, ſuper Mat. 
' noch, ſ dwitias Croll, þi falicitatew Octauiani, quid pre- | *1+ | 


P/al.61.10, 
1.71.6. 


—_—_— 


| ſuddenly ,and fuddenly (lide away : they arecettainin'no | 
i he 


- 


_ 


place, - 
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| place, in no man, at no time, but toſſed hicher and thicher 
by fortunes inſtabiliric, whom they hauc exalced highly , 
they threw downe ſuddenly. This was oneof the Philo. 
ſophers reaſons, why riches ſhould not bec felicitio : guia 
finunt, of refluunt, that is,they come ſpeedily ro a man,and 
haſtily runne away, like the tyde of the Sea. So long ay 
Troy flouriſhed,it was ſaid of King Priamms (quo no felicior 
alter) nener was any mere happy:but when ic was deſtroy- 
ed, ſo vncertaine was his ſtate, and fo vaine his former 
truſt in riches;( ivfalix Priemms) fo that this aying (Pris- 
. mi calanitates) became acommon prouerbe ſpoken ofall 
 diftreiTed perſons. - What a fooliſh thing it is for men to 
cruſt im riches, may appeare by the example of that rich Ste. 
ward, who conſidering his great in-comes and friuts that 
were to comein, reaſoned with himſelfe, ſaying , What 
ſhall I doe, becauſe I have no reome where I may lay vp 
| my fruits? And he faid, This will I doe, I will pull downe 
my Barnes,and build greater,and therein will I gather in 


Soule, thou haft much goods laid vp for many yeeres, liue 
at caſe, cate; drinke, and rake thy paſtime. But God faid 
vnto him : © foole, this night will they fetth away thy Soute 
fron thee, then whoſe ſball thoſe things bee which thou baft 
pronided ? $6 is he that gathereth riches to himſelfe, andis 
not rich towards God , which truſteth te vncertaineri- 
ches,and conſidereth not how deadly they ſting in the 
end, For as the Bee carrieth-Hony in his meuth , and a 
tharpe fting in his tayle ; euen ſo the coverous and cruel 
man truſting to his riches,hath pleaſure in his life, but pain 
at his death : Liketo the example of the rich Glutron , 
whoſe pleaſant life you may ſee whiles hee lived, and his 
dolcfull ſorrews after death: from the 19, Verſe to the end 
of this Chapter. 

Thirdly,men play the bad Stewards in this Farm, this 
world, by keeping their goods to themſclues baſcly, and 
miſerably ,of which xaee 4 the Lord is the truce owner, 


all my fruits, and my goods : and I will ſay to my ſeule,} 


and 


————— 
- ad 
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and not thetnſelues, but Stewardsand Diſpoſers of them; 
and therefore, O man, thou ſhouldeſt diſpoſe rhem-, and 
doe with them, as he would haue thee; for ſo oughteuery 
one to dec that is a Steward and Bayliffe ynder another. 
Therefore be rich in good workes, glad to diſtribute, For 
this is the true vic ofiches in good men that vſc them | 
| wcl;te whom they arc Gods blelsings,and the ornaments 
of yertue, But tothe wicked that imploy them nor to help 
ethcrs, but rather do hurt, they are ſentina malornm,a linke 
of cuils, Keepe not that to thy {elfe baſely , which God | 
the truc owner bids thee layout cheerefully ts help others. 
For if thou docſt, thou art falſe to God in thy dealing. If 
arich mag thar hatha Bayliffe, a ſeruant vnder him,ſhould 
fay vnto him, Here is twenty ſhillings, pay this to ſuch and 
ſuch perſons , and ir is as geod as if thou payedlt ic ynto | 
me. If this ſcruane ſhould keepe this twenty ſhillings vn- 
to himiſelfe,and not lay it outas his Maſter bids him, nor 
reſtore it, you will fay with mee, that this were a bad ſer- 
vant, a fall Steward, God of his gracious goodnes be- 
Rowceth all that thou haſt ypon thee, - and bids thee give 
ynto the poore, feede the hungry, cloath the naked, viſic 
the {icke, and imploy itto other good vſcs, and then thou 

iveſt it to him. If thou frouldel not doe this, thou art a 

ſe Steward, thou doeſt not repay that which thou haſt 
recciued. Thoua rich man carriclt as it were the poore 
mans ſtocke; and therefore let them haue part with thee. 
Stips panpernm, theſaurns dmrituws: the rich treaſure is the 
poore mans ltecke; as ſaid the goed Emperour. God will 
hauene Begger in 1ſrael.Nacure ſuffercth nething cwpey, 
and the Raine when it falleth dewne, and runneth, filleth 
euery chinker and holeas itrunneth, and leaueth ſtill fome 
| moiſturg behindeit, to'doe good, where necd is.” Sodoc 
you, yerich Stewards of the weale publique: Lay out 
; | ſome geods for the maintenance of the Goſpell, fomc for 
thy peore neighbours:chat is done to Chriſt, thatis a trea- 


drift, 


Math.zs, 


Tiberins Colts 


Rev. 18, 


"_ in Hcaucn ſurely kept for thee, and hath a finall bleſ- 


ſing \ 


—_ A th. 
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Exod.30, 


Aug 


| *man ſhall carry away with him , and God in his mercy 


| fully: for whi 
.| Steward was, The idolatreus perſon laycth eur his riches 
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ling, Math. 25. for the works of the godly follow them, 
ro Tefend chem, . and reieycethemin the world co come, 
Bur if thou arc a falſe Steward , getteſt thy goods by pil. | 
ling, polling, grinding the faces of the poore, and ſelling 
them for hoſe and fheocs, and keepeſt them baſcly te thy 
ſelfe, and thinkeſt at thy death co leaue them to thy wife 
andchildren : thou ſhalt vadoubredly leave behind thee 
for all chine,not a rugs 4 a plaguc,and acuric, and fo 
vtterly yndocall thy polteritze, þ 


| De mal? queſtts vix gandet tertins heres. 


God doth viſit the founes of the fathers wpon the children, 
onto the third and fourth generation of them that hare 
bim. And the Lord commaunded the crucll feruanc 
himſelfe, his wife and children, and all that hee had to be 
ſold, Math.18. inflicting the puniſhment not onely ypon 
himſclfe, but alſo ypon his wifeand children, Therefore 
let men-þe net vniuſt and cruell, but true and mercifull : 
for as the kely father hath: Sola myſericordia oft comes de- 
funforum. - Onely mercy accompanieth the dead : That 


will reward mercy, 

Fourthly , men play the bad Stewards,when they re- 
cciue the Lords goods,and lay themynor out according te 
his will : but iphad them valawfully, wilfully, and waſt- 

chtheygre cu/pableand accuſable,as this bad 


vpon ſuperſtitious workes , as Aha#, and /ez.abel. The 
arrelſome man layeth out his goods vpon vnneceſlary 
{uires of law, hindering himſclfcand his neighbours , as 
<hc Corinthiaxs did, The vnclcane perſon. in chambering 
1nd wantonnetle, 35 Sardanapalns and Alſaen, Ming al= 
fogether in carnalitie. The Epicure and belly-God, in 
faring deliciouſly enery day, 2s the rich Glurron, Game 


"ters, in gaming,as Oftawiue Angnſfins, To conclude, eue- 
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ry one which layeth out his goods in idle ſuperfluous and 
yogodly courſesof life , playcth the parts of an ynthrift 
as vnfaichfull ſeruant, as the prodigall ſonne, AnFi 
Preacher , Magiſtrate, or other -Otticer rebuke any of 
theſe for cheir yufaichfull dealing, and prodigall iWagge- 

ng: Mey will Tay, What have chey to doc with ys? we 
waſtand {pgnd but our owne money and goods:building 
ypon a baſe ground : for no man is Lcrd and prefer 
owner ofihis wealth, but onely a Steward for a time to 
che high Lord of all. And as a great mans Bayliffe and 
Steward on crth, ought to lay out the goods of his Ma- 
fter as he commandech, and mult render an account how 
he deth'ir : cuen ſomult every man being made a Ste- 
ward in this farme the world, employ the talents and gifrs 
which hereceiucth, as the Lord of Lords, the high Ma- 
fter of allcommandeth , and ſhall render an account, as 
acrcafrer followeth. 

The ſecond Farmeor Mannor-houſe, wherein man, a 


Steward ynder this rich man God, is to beempleyed,and |] 


whictthe ought carefully ro looke ynteyis his owne body; 
the goods whereof, as health, power, and ſtrength, arc to 
be employed to the honour of God , to ſupply our owne 
neceſſary occaſions, and to helpe our neighbour in all 
godly and honeffxtfires. This Farme oughtto be well 
and cleanly kept , that ir may bea fie dwelling Place and 
Temple of the holy Gheſt : for if wee will adorne our 
houſes, decke them, ſwcepethem, and cuery way (as 
much as in ys lyethYtnake them hanſome and commodi- 
ousfor a great carthly perſon : muck more ſhould wee 
haue a care to preſerue from pollution, and keepecleane 
our owne bodies z becauſe they are the houſes of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt ; and further, ro giue our members inſtruments 
ofrighteouſneſſe vnto God, and to offer yp our bodies a 
rake Gcrifice,holy & acceptable vnto God, Rem. 12.1, 


This Farmea good Steward ſhould carefully logke ynto, 


of 
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1.Cors, 


Rom.6-13, 
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Math.13. 


To Per, 2.2, 


1.Cox.15, 
Waenan: 


| letys into an inheritance immortall , and vndcfiled, and 


The Stewards laſt account. 


of to the ſoule,and worke the deſtruction thereot: which 
portsand gates I will ſet open vnto you, making as much 
haſte, as the Porter doth , when his Maſter waitcth tor 
him at the gace. The ports and gates of the body arc 
theſe five: Hearing, Secing, Talking, Taſting and Tou- 
ching : Which gates ſhould be heedtully watched , that 
nothing goc in or eut, butthat which pleaſcth the Lord: 
for as a greatcarthly man hatha Porterto kcepe his gates, 
that no lewd, filthy-nor contagigus perſon ſhould enter in 
to pollute his houſe, or infect his people, and ſo procure 
danger or death vntothe, or otherwiſe diſorder himfelfe : 
Even ſo cuery Chriſtian man ſhould looke co the gates 
and doores of his body , left ſinne enter in by chem,, and 
death follow to the ſubuerlion of body and foule. 


The firſt pert and gateof the body is the care, the pro- |. 


per organ andin{trument of hearing, it is the mouth of 
the ſoule which giuecs it nouriſhmenr, and ſendeth down 
foode into it , and which makes it liuely and fruQific ; 
all the reſt of mans members: . Mans cares ſho 

to heare 
haue ys, and the Prophet Eſay, verſe 3. exhorteth vs ſo to 
doc, ſhewing the vrtilitie thereof , ſaying : [ncline your | 
earesand draw neere: Heare and your ſoule foall line. This 
| word js the fincere milke, whereby our ſoules arc nouri- 
ſhed, and receiue their ſpirituall growths: it is a lanterne 
to carry light, and to direct : it 1s a medicine to heale, a 
guideto condudt,a bit to reſtraine, a {word to defend, wa- 
terto waſh, fire to inflaine, ſalt to ſcaſon,wine to reioyce, 
raine to refreſh, a treaſure to inrich, a key to vnlocke hea- 
| uen gates vnto vs, and by the merits of Chriſt Icſns to 


{ that fadeth not away. Now, beloued, ſeeing thar mans 
cares arethe inſtruments, & vellels to recciue this Word, 
let vs ſtudy to keeperhemcleane, and open to receive the 
Word: bur ſhur this gate againft al blaſphemous ſpeeches, 


od things, as the, Word,as our Sauiour would 


ſlanderous and filthy talking : for evill words corrvpt- 
good manners.. The 


— 
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| of life and alſo of death. Therewith blefle we God,eucn 


| giuethis good counſel! ; Exbort eve another daily,while it is 
| called theyny, ; D 2 Latlay+ 
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| 


notlet in bad lights, ic mult not couetoully looke on his 
neighbours goods,lands or livings, as - hab did on poore 
Naboths vincyard, nor wantonly looke on his neighbours ' 
wife, as Dauid did vpon the wife of Urie, This cauſed 

leſus che ſonne of Sirach in his ninth chapter;verſe eight, | 
co lay, Tarne away thy eyes from a beantifull woman, looke 

not upon others beanty ; for many haue periſhed by the beauty 
of women : for through it lone is kindled as @ fire., What 
harmes enter in by this gate, it may appeare by the cxam- 


ding the beauty of /oſeph, after many dayes, at the lalt faid, | 
Come, lye wich mee. Let vs therefore rake heed of wan- 
con looking, (infull luſting, and yngodly cemmirting of 
linne and wickednelle. 

The third port and gate which letteth in ſinne and 
death to the ſaule, is talking outof the mouth, cxccuted by | 
the tongue : This ſhould not be filthy , nor foojjſh, bur; 
ou roedifie wichall, that it may miniſter grace to the. 

carers, The tongue is the beſt member that a man hath, 
(if ir be in tune, in good order;) buz:the worlt member, 
if ic isout ef order, And therefore £/nachar{is being de- 
manded what was the beſt memb@'of a man? and what 
the worſt ? Thepcople looking tr a doubleanſwere,vn- 


The ſecond port of the body is theeye , which muſt 


4 


1.King.21s 


2.5am.1t, 


ple of Pmtiphar his Eady and wife , who ſteadily behol- Gen.3g, 


Epbeſ. 5.4. 
Col.z 8, 
Epheſ.4,29, 


to a double queſtion: He ſpake in one word and ſaid, The 
tongue, for the former reaſons. Therefore the Poe: faid: Ef? 
vite.,pariter ac ianua lingua nects. The tongue is the gare 


the Father, and therewith curſe we men, which are made 
afcer the ſimilitude of God, Butler vs looketo the truce 
vicofthe tongue,and haue ic ſtill in our hearts and minds, 
which isfirlt to glorifie God, and then to exhort our 


Iam. 3.9, 


neighbour to goodneſſe. This made Daridto pray thus : 
O Lord,opet then my lippes , and my month fhall ſhew forth 
thy-praiſe : and it made the Authour ro the Hebrewes to 


2 


Heb.1 315, 
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Lattantus writing of the tongueof man, lecteth down 
thele thingsto be conlidered, the Finall cauſe,the Materi- 
all cauſe, the Formall, theicircumſtances, and the manner 
how itis, wet and moiſtcned, 

I, The Finall cauſe : which alchough it islaſt. in cxe- 
cution,yetis firft in intention : and that is ( as the Philo- 
ſopher hath) to expretſe the conceptions of the minde. 


| Bur the Scriptures tell ys,thatthe congue was giuen to glo- 


rife God,andto in{truct one another, 

2- The macter of the tongue: it is made of fleſh and 
net of bones, thatthou ſhouldeſt nor bee ſtubborne and 
ſtiffe in thy ſpecch,bur gentleand courteous, 1.Pet. 3.8, 

2, The forme of - tongue: 1c is more long then 
broad : open aboue, and ſhut below. This ſhewes that it 
oughtto be [tretched out, and to reach on high.to ſound 
out the praiſes of God, bur it ought not to bedelighted te 
talke of things below. : 

4+ The circumſtances: Labia et dentes, the lippes, and 
thetceth. The lippcs muſt ſpeake to the glory of God, 
and the edification of our neighbour , and the-words (as 
hee faith ) mult bee examined dentibus examinations, 
with (tri cxamination,and due conlideration,before we 
ſpcake, | 

5. The tongue is wet from the head: fo our ſpeech 
oughtto be of Chriſt our head: it is wet alſo with our 


owne ſpittle: ſo our talke ſhould be of our owne filthines, | 


of our owne (innes, that wee may be aſhamed of them, re- 
pentand amend,chat we may beforgiuen. 

The fourth, gate of this Farme (the body) whichlet- 
reth in finne into it,and hurts the ſoule alſo, isour rating, 
our eating and drinking,which ſhould be maderate co ſuf- 
fice nature,and not ro make the fleſh proud and rebellious 
apainſt che ſpirie, which alittle will doc asthe Philoſopher 
thought. The Apoſtle would haue ys to walke honeitly, 
2s in the day, notin cating and drinking, meaning excellc 
of cating and drinking, liketo the ſonncs of Els, Job,Bal- 


FO 


_ 
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 { my body, chatis, / bring it ints ſernitnde. 


| ſwade the Corinthians, and all Chriſtians, that for asmuch 


taz.ar, and the rich glutton : and thus the Apoſtle Saint 
Peter vnderſtandeth it. And our Sauiour giues vsa good 
caueat to beware ofthis excclle in cating and drinking. 


preſſed with ſurfetting and drunkgnneſſe. Exceſſiue banquet- 
ting with coltly meate and drinke , makes a man procline 
and proneto luſt: Hierom. Venter mere 2ſinans,ſpumat in 
libidinem, Let ys therefore follow both the counſel andex- 
ample of Paxl. His counſell is, that wee ſhould mortifie 
our flcſh,our carthly members. His exampleis laiddown, 
1.Cor. 9. wherchefaith, 7 rawme my body, or I beate downe 


The laſt gace of this Farme, whereof wee are made 
Stewards, and which lettech in ſinne and death to the bo- 
dy and ſoule, is Touching; the ebie whereof muſt bero 
vncleane thing , as the Apoſtle doth teach, 2. Cor. 6: 17. 
In which place the Apoſtle bringeth in an exhortation ta- 
ken outof Eſay 52.1 1. where the Prophet ſaith: Depart ye, 
depart ye,ooe ont from them,and touch no wncleane thing, c, 
Which exhortation the Apoſtle bringetWin there to per- 


as they were the Temples of the holy Ghoſt, they ſhould 
leaue the Temples of Idols,the prophanations of the Ba- 
bylonians,and their filthy coinquinations :for that which 
the Prephet ſpcakerh of the peoples going out of Babylon 
into the Land of the ewes, the ſame he transferreth from 
the typero the thing (ignified, to wit, thatall.chey which 
have given cheir names ro God,ſhould forſake the wicked 
prophanations of the Gentiles, their haynous ſinnes,their 
filthy kind of life, Haue no fellowſhip with the ynfruirfull 
worke; of darkenes:yea,& they ſhould be ſo farſtrangers 
from an vncleane life, chat, they ſhould nor ſomwch as 
couch any vnclcane thing, leſt they ſhonld bedefiled : for 
he that co:1cheth pirch, ſhall bedefiled. Which p'aces mav 
well be vnderſtood of borh ill company-keeping, and of 
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T ake beed to your ſelues , left at any time your hearts be op-\ Luk.21.34+ 


Col.3.5. 


2.Cor.6.17. 


x.Cor. 6.19, 


Efay 53.31. 


Epheſ.5.11, 


vncleane living : from both of theſe weare forbidden. 
| D 3. Ber 
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1. Theſc4. 
34,5» 
| 


7. verſe, 


Reuecl.1.6. 


Reucl x 2gls 


- | fraine the company of ſuch as haueany contagious and 


| we will deſirethe focicticsof ſuch as are found and heal. 


. | our ſanfification,and that we ſhould abſtaine from forni- 


Bur to ſpeakea little of the former : Wee ſee by1 dai. 
ly experience,that one mangle horſe will infe another;& 
therefore when wee ſee in acloſe or ſtable ſuch a one, wee 
will ay , Wee will net put our horſes there, leſt they 
ſhould be infeted ; In like manner wee our {clues will re. 


and dangerous diſcaſes,as the Leproſic,or the plague; and 


thy : And why dec we not refraine the companies of the 
wicked, wholc vile and lewd examples in ſpecches and li- 
uing ſoonedepraue vs, and confirme vs in naughtineſle 2 
Ani apaine, Why do we not delight in the copany of the 
pecdlyhnowing that of them we may learne goodneſle? 
or with the holy thou ſhalt be holy , and withthe fro- 
ward thou ſhalr learne frowardneſle. Let ys therefore de- 
teſt, abhorre,and Hee from naughtinefle,and wicked mens 
companies,as from the ſting of a Serpent , and poyſon of 
a Bafiliske, ( vnlc{le it be in hope to convert them) and 
let vs touch no vncleane thing , but praftiſe holinetle of 
lifeand conuerſRtion. For this is the will of God, even 


cation, thar eucry one of ys ſhould know how to polletle 
his veſſell in holineſſe and honour, and not in the luſt of 
concupiſcence, even as the Gentiles which knowe not 
God:and God hath called ys not to vncleannetle, but vn- 
to holineſſe, | 

O deare Chriſtians , Chriſt hath made vs Priefts vnto 
God,and St. Peter £p.2.5 faith, That we are an holy Prieſt- 
hoed.to offer wp ſpirituall ſacrifices,acceptable to God by le- 
ſus Chrift.and Paul beſeccherh vs to gine wp owy bodies 4 li«\ 
ning ſacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God, -O let ys doe 
ſo,ler ys doe o ;let vs {leepe no longer in ſinne, rocked 
and lulled in thecradle of ſecuritie. And thus much con- 
cerning the ſecond Farme place,and the ports and gates of 
the ſame, whichacarcfull Steward ſhould circumſpetly 
and warily leoke ynto. 
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The third farme,is the ſoule of ni, which although it | 
is created pure of God,as the Angels are, iyet being in the | 
body,a foule and filthy priſon, and yer part of man, (for | 
man doth conliſt of abedy and a foule) is polluted by this | 
participation with the body, is tainted now with originall | 
linnc,and performes nor many times good parts and offi. | 
ces. Now to ſpeake ſomewhat more plainely to chis pur- | 
poſe: Whereas thereare two parts of mans ſoule, the Vn- 
derltanding,and the Will: The office of the intelleRis,to 
diſcerne among obie&s what is good to be allowed, or 
meet to de difalolwed : Itis theotfice of the Willfo chuſe 
and follow that good which the iucclle&t ſhall appoint,and 
ro deſpiſe and refﬀe thae which the vnderſtanding ſhall | 
difallow. If the former, (cthagntelleR) faileth in diſcreti- 
on and judgement : then the Will faileth alſo in chuſing | 
and following : for the intelle& is as ic were the ſoules 

uide and goucrnourgthe Will euer expeReth iudgement 
| 2a theintellet, and is ſtillat his becke, Now whereas 
man failerh many times iniudgement and vndcrſtanding; 
and the Will not onely couetrs,- but chuſeth that which 1s 
euill; je commeth to palle that the ſoule is polluted, and in 
mans members perforines wicked ations. And there- 
fore man mult craue the couduQtion of Godsholy Spirit, 
ro be led by him, and the Word of Ged, which mult be a 
lanterneto hisfeer,& a lightto his pathes,and then he ſhall 
goec well. This foule of man ſhould not be polluted with 


impure and yncleane thoughts, and bad choyces, andall | 


the vertues and powers of it ought to bedireftedprinci- | 
pally to the knowledge, loue,and honour of God, | 
The ſoule of man performeth diuers offices in man, 
and according to her ſeuerall performances takes divers| 
names,as 1fiodorns writeth : eAnima dum vinificat corpus, 
anima eft: dum wnlt,animns eſt:dum ſcit, mens: dumrecelit, 
memoria: dum reitum indicat, ratio eft : dum ſpirat, ſpiritus 
eft : dum aliquid ſentit , ſeuſns eff, This is a point fit for 
the learncd, and therefore] leaue the Engliſhing of it to 


them | 


Secundo tti- 
molog. 
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| and operations. Adam the firlt and principalleſt man,as 
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them that can ynderſtand it. Andſo much of the third 
and laſt Farme-houſe, which Man,a Steward ynder God, 
mult looke ynto,, and hauc an cipeciall care of : for it is 
immorcall, 

By this which I haue ſpoken, icmay appeare what 
a great burthen and charge lyeth ypon eucry mans con- 
ſcience, colooke ynto his wayes and pathes , his conſul- 
tations, ſtudies,and all his labours, and workes. 'Fox Al- 
mighty God, who by his Wordand great power made all 
things, in his infigite wifkedome created nothing vaine and 
idle. The glorious Angelsare miniſtring ſpirics, Ser#ente: 
vnto G0d, his meſſengers todo his wil, & ſent for the good 
of the Church,to bring glad tidings, to comfort and help: 
which the word AG GE LSs teacheth Which ching the 
Author tothe Hebrewes hath well obſerned, ſaying, that 
they areſene from Godto Minilter for their ſakes, which 
ſhall beheires of ſalvation. And therefore Gregory ſaich, 
Angeli ad minifterium pro noſtra ſalute ſemper mutuntur: 
thac is,the Angels are alwayes ſentto ſerue for our faluati- 
on, The coruſcant and glorieus Sunne doth goec and ac- 
compliſh hiscourſes(ay God hath appointed)by metions 


ſoone as he was ercated, was placed in the Garden of Edew, 
codrefle, trim, and keepeit, in a decent and good order, 
Gen.2.15, Andyet this being beforethe fall, and before 
any weedes and trumperies thatthere mighr grow , there 
was no necd to labour; yet God appointing him to this 
worke, hereby doth ſhew how na he abhorred idlenes. 
Adamthen was , as it were, the Lords labeurer as well as 
his ownegeuen before the fall,in the time ofhis integritie. 
Bue after the fall, labour was a puniſhment laid ypon A- 
dem,andall his poſterity. /n the ſweat of thy browes,or face, 
thou ſhalt get thy living. Now labour is paine : and there- 
fore when we ſpeak of a laborious man, we ſay, ſuch aone | - 
taketh great paine, whether it bein Mechanicall crafts and 


occupations,or altogether in contemplation, All men are | 
Stewards, 
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Stewards,and muſtlabour, the Word of God exempreth 
none, and God hath no reſpeCt of perſons, Our Sauiour | 
Mat. 20, will ſuffer none ac any time to beidle,but ſcend- 

| eth them to labour in his Vineyard. 

Miniſters arethe Lords Stewards, and muſt labour,and Math.g. z7. 
therefore are called Labourers : they are called workmen, 3-<91+6.1. 
and workers togerher,and ſhould ſhew themſclues ts bee 
cunning workemca,rightly diuiding the Word of God. 

They arethe Lords Seruants,and receive Talents : and 2.Tim.3.15, 
therefore ſhould make good vic of them. 

» His Shephcards: therefore mult feeds and ouerſee his Ezcc.34. 
ockes, ; 

His Cryers : therefore mult cry alowd and ſpare not : Efay 58.1. 
| Tell the people their tranſgreſtions , and the Howſe of Iacob| 
their ſinnes: they may not be dum 

His Builders: therefore ſhould goe on in their worke, 

Fiſhers : therefore ought to ler (lip their Nets, to take 
and winne ſoules, buc caſttheir Angleto take money, as 
Peter did. 

EmbailadoFs of the Lord : Therefore they _ tO 2,Cor,5,204 
hauc rongues,and ſufficiency to doc the Lords mellage. 

F Feeders: therefore ought to have meat , and to diltri- 
ure it, : 
Sowers:therefore oughtto ſcatter the Seed ofthe Word 
inco mens hearts. 

His Leaders ; thercfore they ſhould condutt their 
flockes in the way of the Lord. | 

His cſpeciall Fighters againſt Sinne, the World , che 
Fleſh , the Diuell, Heretikes,and all the enemics of Gods 
Truth, as Paw! was, 2.7 191.4+7. 

By theſc,and many ethcr like Appellations and Names 
we ſce, and may learnc, th God youchſafeth the helpe of 
Miniſters, to execute his will, and vſcth them as meanes 
to ſaue his Sheepe from periſhing ; yea,they are the inſtru- 
ments to conuert the people, T he I ord ſaved therArke, 
| but by Noah : He conuecrted the Niniuires, but by /onas; | , 
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infirutted the Exnnuch, but by Philr'y ; perſwaded Cornelis. 
#5, but by Peter : called Paw/, but by eAramas. Pan! mult 
plant, Apollo water, and God giueththeincreaſe. Albeir 
Chrilt isthe light, yer Miniſters beare witneſle —_—_— 
though he be the Crs of living water, yer Minittc: s 


be the Phyſician, yer Miniſters are the Apothecaries, to 
make the confe&tion :though he be the cauſe ctheient, yer 
Miniſters -are the in{trumenrc, cuen helpers : chough hee 
be King,yer Miniſters are his Embal:adours ; yea, which 
is more, if morecan bee, Paw! telleth Timorhy, that if hee 
take heede ro himſclfe, and vnto doctrine, and continue 
therein, he ſhall aue both himſelfe, and them that heare 
him : and fo Twethy ſhould notonely be an Helper, but a 
Sauer in fort, Miniſters then muſt bee good Stewards, 
carefull,and painefull. Cura onrarum regimen animarins; 
T.he goucrnment of foules,is the care of all cares, 
Notwithftandirig this office of the Miniſtery truely ad- 
miniſtred, bringeth honour : yea, itis woxthy double ho- 
nour. For the Elders thatrule well , are worthy double 
honour, ſpecially they that labour in the Word and: Doc- 
trine- Many loneto rule, butthey rule not well,neither 
labour in the Word and DoAtine: and therefore are ſnot 
worthy deuble honour : for there is none due, but te the 
painef*I', Steward ; the labouring Miniſter, as Father Le- 
m_ well faid in his fourth Sermon before King Edward 
the 6, t 
Noblemen, Knights, and” Gentlemen of great yalour 
and worth are Stewards , and ought to employ ſoine 
houres in the ſervice of God, to pleaſc him; as /ehoſophat, 
Ala, lofias, and Exechias did, They oughralſoro do good 
to the Commonwealth, not rſeglcing a reaſonable and 
neceſlary care of their ewne followers, and Familics. An- 
cient Chronicles teftifie, that A/phred King of England , 
and Founder of the Vniuerſitic of Oxou, divided the day 
| and nightinto three pares : eight houres he ſpent in the 


arc the conduits ro conuey them to the people: though he | 
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ſcruice of God, eight houres vpon his Country,and cight 
houres vpon his body, and the maintenance of his Famii- 
ly, lecting no time to palle away vaproficably,alwayes re- 
membring, that while(t he had time, he ſhould doe good, 
Ernefius Luneburgenſis ſpent himſclfc in doing —_— and 
therefore wasrepreſcnted by a golden Candleflicke , bea- 
ringa Torchin it, wherein. were ingrauen theſe Letters 
in gold, ſhewing his good and charicable minde, & deeds 
of charitie, proceeding from him. A. $.m. i.c. A ſtood for 
Algs, S.ter ſerniens, m. for.me, i. for ipſumgand c. for con- 


hen Ser all cogether, the ſentence will be, Aly: ſerwiens, 


! mens turnes. It is a common ſpeech among worldly 


hath yong Birds, watcheth her when ſhe goeth from het 


ipſum conſumes: Iconſume myſelfe , by ſcruing other 


men, when they arc exhorted to help the poore beeing in 
diſtreile, co fay, We will doe what wecan for ourncigh- 
bour, not hurting our ſelues ; but wee will Toeke to our 
 ſelues firlt. O beloued, theſe men are lowers of themſelues, 
more then leuers of God, or of their neighbours, The 


lone thy neighbour as thy ſelfe: and who doth ſonow ? And 
yer our Saujour in the New Teſtament prefſeth vs more 
nearely, teaching vstoloucone another, as hee loucd vs : 
now Chriſt loued vs better then himſelf: for if he had ner, 
hee would hauc harkened to Peter, dilſwading him from 
his ſuffrings for vs,and perſwadipg him to piry & fauour, 
himſelfe: but hee would not follow his wicked counſell, 
butknowing it net to bee of Gad,, faid rohim , Get thee 
behinds, Satan , for thou art an offence vnto me , &c, Chni- 
ſtians take their nanics of Chriſt, and ſhould be of Chriſts 
minde, and reckonguery one an enemie ynto them, that 
ditſwadeth them from doing goed. to their neigh- 
bour, when they may, alchoughic be to their owne loſle, 
hurt, and hazzard not enely of goods, butalfo of lite. 
Thereis a-great hatred berweene che Dragon, andthe Pel- 
lican : the —_—_— hen hee knoweth that the Pellican 


| 


old commandement ginen of God, was,and is: Thou ſhalt 
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| we ſhould. impart our goods, and beſtow any labour and 
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ne(t, and chen commeth'and poilonerh the yong ones, | 
The Pellican returning,and finding her younglings dead, 
bewaileth the lo(le of their liues, ſending out molt dolefull 
and lamentable cryes and ſqueakings , and ar the laft, for- 
getting al careefher ſelfe,and burning with a fervent love | 
- Hans, chem, ſhe pecketh her owne breſl, lerteth out her 

owne bloud, which ſtreaming out on themreuiveth them, 
In like manner, there was a great ho{tiliry berweene the 
great Red Dragon, the old Serpent, ( | meane Satan) and 
all mankinde. He in Adaw poy toned and killed vs all wy 


linne. Our Saviour Chriſt pirrying our miſerable caſe, 
and willing to help vs, ſhed his owne bloud for vs, an 

made vsaliue againe. Svch a loue ſhould be in vs, when 
we ſce our Chrithian brethren inextremirie, and can help, 
We ought tolay downeour lives for them, much more | 


—_ — 


paine to doc them good. | writetheſe things ro you (you 
Honourable, Worſhiptull, and rich men ot the world )ro 
moue you (fit pleaſc God thar I may,) to beliberall,and 
rich in good workes,and to lay yp treaſures in heaven for 
your ſelues,by ſhewing workes of mercy. Which thing 
molt of you are able ce dec, and may doe without danger 
of life, Othen be willing to make performance,and Ged 
will heere on earth increaſe your basket and your ſtore as 
he did the Loaves and Fiſhes in the Diſciples hands, di- 
ſtributing them, and hee will lengthen that which you 
have, as hee did the Mcale and the Oyle of the peore 
Widdew of Szrcphath : you ſhall receive mercy at the 
Lords hands incarth,and in Heauen at the laſt Day , an c- 
verlaſting bleſſing. Therefore flatrengnot your {clues, be- 
cauſe of your high Places of Honour and Worſhip. For 
God pri ulledgerh net you more then the poore,to beidle | 
Stewards. There muſt bee no ciphers in Gods: Arithme- 
tike,no mutes in his Grammar,no blankes in his Kalender, 
no Drones in his Bec-hine, ne loyterers in his Market- 
place, and Vineyard, no idle Stewardsin his Farrnes. _ 
> 


——_—— 


—_ ——ﬀ — 


The Stewards laſt account. 


vich all reſpeiue duties, I humbly cake my leaue of 
y OU. 

 Lawierszre Stewards, and diligently and fairhſully 
ſhould cxamine their Clients cauſes, deale piaincly and ' 


and confirme chem in crrours, and makethem pay for all, 
ſowing the ſeeds of Sedition, which come vp cucry 
Terme, whenas loucly compofitiens and agreements at 
home might better ſerue : and whereas their Clients are| 
{ poorealredy, they in the end make them poorer. Silnra- 
"ues ſaith, Has lege tweri pauperes videntur,vt ſpolient ac le- 
ge defendant miſeres,ut nuſeriores faciant defendenas ; that is 
to lay, With this Law they ſeeme ro defend the poore, that 
they may ſpoile them. With this ſame Law they defend | 
poore wretches, to make them more miſerable by their 

defending. And yer forall this, who better rewarded then 
the Lawyer ? APreacher that ſpeaketh the truth from 
God, and yſ{cth the meanes to win mens foules to God, 
hath many times for his paincs, reproaches: but Lawiers 
ſomerimes for pleading vniuft cauſes, haue large fees : and 
when their Client is ouerchrowne, his cauſe loſt , and his 
money ſpent, they blame the Client, & ſay, He rold me the 
beſt, but notthe worſt, we lacked good information But 
now whar becomes of chis poore man ouerthrowne ? He 
perhaps hath maintained che {uire wich borrowed mony, 
and is become indebted ynto many, and new ſuites by his 
Creditors come vpon him,, Baylifes (who live & reioyce 


the Flies of E opt hey take him,and prey vpon him. Thus 
the vnmercifull feed ypon him when hee is downe , as 
Wolues, Dogs, Kites, Crowes, and ſuch like doe vpon & 
Sheepe tharlyes ina Ditch, and is notable toriſe. Bur 
this dangerous and hurtfull fore is commonly bred and 
maintained by the inferjour fort of Lawiers, w ho wring- 
ingout matter from poore lilly men, bring it vp out of 


.0, my good Lords, and you Worſhipfull Gentlemen, [. 


| juſtly with chem zand not for gaine fake cell thema lye , | 


at pooxe mens fals) ſwarm about him like Caterpillers,and | | 


Lib. 5: de 
guber. 


my 
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'Prou.6. 


1.Tims 8, 


Prou.10.4. 


; Pſal.128. 


Prou.F.l5. 


' 2, Thelſ.y. 


the countrey, tethe betrer ſort of Lawyers , and worke. 
chem to yndercake bulinelles, concealing the truch many 
times from them, which theſe good Lawycrs,whereof 
( God be thanked) we haue great itorc,learned and godly, 
Skilfull in our Lawes, would ncuer yndertake, ifche truth 
atthe firtt were deliuered vnto them. O God, pgiuethem 
knowledge of the truth and righteous cauſes, and make 
chem maincainersand followers of the fame. Amen. 
Husbaudmen, Artificers, Trades-men , and all other 
workemen of occupation,and labourers whacſocuer are 
Stewards,and ought cruſtily,and not deceitfully; diligent. 
ly,and not idly labour and take paine carly and late,le(t po. 
uerty come vpon them, as one that trauelleth, and necef- 
lity like an armed man, Prou,6,1 1.Hethat will not worke 
in Harveſt,ſhall wantar Chriſtmas. The very Bees and 
Emmets,by che inſtinct of nature,labor diligeotly in Sum- 
mer,to prouide for Winter, So fhould poerc labourers do 
to provide for them, and theirs, that they may net prouc 
worſe then Infidels. A ſlothfull hand, faith Salomen, mas | 
keth poore ; but the hand of the diligent,maketh rich. He 
thatgathereth in Summer, isa wiſe ſonne ; but hee that 
{leepeth in Harueſt,is the ſonneof confuſion. Let _ 
man therefore in his-place ſhew himſclfe a good: Steward, 
that he may cate the labours of his hands : which is a bleſ- 
ſed thing, and then hee way cate with a good conſcience. 
Salomon gaue good counſell, when he ſaid, Drinke the wa- 
ters of thine owne ciſterne , and of the Riners ont of the mids 
of thine owne Well. Getthee goods with thine own honeſt 
labours, and then eate withr m_—_—— but if theu arc 
idle,and laboureſt not :_ the Apoſtle thinketh thee vawor- 
thy tocate, The Heathens did held, that no good thing 
could be had without labour and paines taking; and there- 


| fore fpake of vertueand knowledge, thus: 


V:irtutem poſuere dy ſudore parandam. 
Non iacet in molli venerands ſcientia lefto 


Ipſa, ſed aſiduo partalabore venit, 
| Man | 


wn 4 a. 


-foltercd. In which lamentable eſtate, as 


| loyterers, are the Dinels laborers: and what ts the wages and 


| finne, The Crab-fifh(as Plimie faich) when heſeeth the Oy- 
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Man muſt depend ypon God; yer vſethe meanes, and he 
will giuea bletiing, Our Saujour Chriſt Ieſus could haue 
given fiſh vnto Perer, without caſting out his'nec , bur he 
would noty to teach himand the Church, that is to ſay, ' 
all che fairhfull, by his example, to labour and to vie the 
mcanes. | 
This do&rine teacherh vs, that all men of what Profeſ- 
ſion, Trade or occupation ſocuer they are of, are Stewards 
ynder the high God,are ſeruants , or at leaſt-wiſe ought 
ro beſo vnto God , and therefore mutt needes ſerve, la- 
bour,and not leytcr, and then they ſhall better auoidethe 
baites and ſnares of Saran : for the Diuell hath neuer ſo | 
fir oppertunitic to ſow Tares among the Wheat, as when 
men are allcepe, careletſc and idle: tor then hee hatcheth 
and breedeth many vices in'ys: for like a7 in a ſtanding 
water worms arc ingendred and bred, and not ina ſweet 
and ſwift current : So likewiſe in an idle, (and not-iin 2 la» 
bouring bedy) many idle and euill —_— are bred, and 
ongas man lyeth 
in, he is in the Diuels ſervice, he is the Diucls labourer, as 
Bernard writeth vpon the Canticles, ſaying : Onuiin labs- 
re hominum honeſto non ſunt , m labore profetio demonum 
erimt : that isin cette, as if he ſhould ſay : Men that are 


pay of the Dinell? Death and defirnition , the wages of all 


ſter [ye gaping againlt che Sunne-beames, privily ftealerh | 
ypon him, and purteth a pibble into the mouth of the Oy- 
ſter, and fo getteth outthe fiſh, and leaueth nothing be- 
hind him bur the ſhell, good forggothiag : So likewiſe 
when welic idle, rocked and tulle the cradle of ſecuri- 
tic, the Diuell (tealeth into vs, getteth away our hearts, 
and deſtroyerth our foules, and leaves nothing bur a body 
ſubic& co ſinne, which he alſo will baue at the laſt, 

2, A man that laboureth, ſhall chercby the better he a- } 


q 


| ble with a good conſcience to prouide for himſclfe ard | 


his | 
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claimes part for her 0wn,our parents part, and our friends |. 


| raine to fall ypon the good mans groundand the bad. And 


| Gods fairhfull people : for as a ſheepe beareth a fleece of 


CS 
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his family, without making falſe reckonings to deceive his 
Maſter,as this falſe ſteward did. 

3. Apainfull man ſhall the better be able to relieveand 
helpe ochers,and this is a Chriſtian mans duty: for as Plats 
de legibus hath , Now ſolun nobis ſunmus nati , ſed partens 
patria, partem parentes , partems amici vendicant , that isto 
ſay , Weare borneonely for our ſelues,bureur Countrey 


part. We muſt doe good toall, but chicfcly te the houſe-] 
held of faich : Wee mult doc good to all, I fay : yea, cuen' 
ro our enemies that hate vs, following the example of our 
heaucnly Father, who letteth his Sunne to ſhine, and the 


chis muſt a man doe with his true getten goods: for the 
gift that is giuen , being truly gotten , maketh the almes 
more rleaſin to God. 

4- This | Sans the true end wherefore God maketh 
men richStewards, and delivereth them his goods : not 
that they ſhould lay them vp,and doe no good with them, 
nor put their truſt in them, nor keepe them baſely , nor 
ſpend them waſtfully & ſinfully; but chat they ſhould glad- 
ly diſtribute them , according to the good pleaſure of the 
chiefe Owner, God; to the benefiting of che Church, 


wooll, not for himſclfe, but for the neccſfictic and benctic |” 
of men : Eucn ſo thegifts of God which he giueth,cither 

ſpiricuall, or n——_ we are notte keepe onely for our 
ſelucs, but to ſupply the neceſlitics and wants of others: 
for ſo the Apoſtle teacheth vs,ſfaying, eAs enery man hath 
received the gift, let his miniſter the ſame one to another, as 
good diſpoſers of the mlhifold graces of God, Wee as feeling 
members one of another,ought to relicuc and ſupportone | 
another : for as the Stagges when they ſwimme over a 
greatriuerto feed in ſome meddow,ſwimme all on a row, 
and lay their heads one oner anothers backe, carrying the 
waight of one anothers hornes,and when the firſt is wea- 


TY, | 
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ry,another takes his roome, and fo doc ic by courſe: Euen 
| | fomulſt wedoe, bearcone anothers burthen, helping and 
doing good one to another,til we haue pailed the trouble- 
4 ſome waues of this world, and are come to the hauen of | 
| eternall ſaluation. Then ſhall we approue our {clues goed 
4 | Stewards,good {eruants toour high Matter the Lord God | 
P Almighty , we ſhall be found fairhfull in our places, and 
| ſhall haue the fruir chereof,, an erernall bleſſing, as our 
Saujour doth teach, ſaying, who « @ faithfull Steward | Mat.24. 45,46. 
and wiſe, whom the Matter ſhall make ruler oner his bouſe- | 
hold, te gine then, therr portion of meate in ſeaſon? Bleſſed Luk.12.42, 
* that ſernant whom hs Maſter when hee commeth ſhall find 43244» 
ſo doing : Of a iruth ! ſay unto you, that he will make him | 
ralcr ouer all that he hath, that ts, hee will make him an heire , 
of eternall life : Hee ſhall inherit the Kingdome prepared 
from the beginning of the world. Hee ſhall walke with the Math.2$434- 
| Lord in white garments, that is, hee ſhall be glorified , and 
haxe life enerlaſtmg, andthe glorious company of Chriſt : He 
| ſhall be in Abranams boſome,as Lazarus was,and eate of the | I uke16, 
. | tree of Life inthe middeſt of the heanenly Paradiſe of God: | Rey.2.7, 
Hee ſhall bane the Crowne of glory : Het (hall be apillay im | 
| the Temple of God, that is, bee ſhall be firme and ſftablein|' - 
glory, 4s apillar irremougable, &c. Ee hath not ſeene, nei- | yg, uy, | 
ther eare heard j neither ener did enter into the heart of man, 
what good things the Lord hath prepared for them that lone 
him,and ſerne him m bo/meſſe and righteonſneſſe all the daies 
of their life. llud verum et ſummun gaudmm eft , faith 
Bernard ina Sermon, that is the true and greaceſt joy : 
aud therefore as it were rauiſhed with a grear louethere- 
of, cryed out,O beataregio Paradiſe | 6 beata regio delicia- 
rum! O bletlcd region of Paradilc! O blelled region of 
delights! And therefore hee exhorteth vs to bee out of 
loue with this world whiles we bee heere, and to haſten 
chither, faying thus , Feſtmemus ad locwm tutiorem , ad a- / 
grim vberurem, ad paftum ſaniorem,vt habuenus fine me- 
tn, abundewns ſi.e defeiln , epulemnr fine faitidio, that is 
F to , 


| Reu.3, 
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| Sreward. But the ſlothfull, waſtfull , cruell and vntaich- 
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co lay : Ler vs halten to a more fafe place , roa more ter. 
tileground , to a more {ound feeding , where wee ma 

inhabit withourfeare, abound without deftet, banquer 
withour diſdaine, Here is the hauen , the bletled port of 
| reſt, and the liberall portion of the good and faithfull 


Full Steward ſhall be cut off, or cut into pieces , and haue 
his portion with hypocrites, there fhall bee weeping and 
onalhing of teeth, Math,24.51. Wherefore ſeeing thar 
well rather deſire to be reputed, (yea,& be indeed) good 


 finne and Satan , and come to the Kingdome of light, ler 
vs ſhewInd approuc our ſclues good Stewards, keeping 
our Farme places, the world, the body , and the ſoule 
well, and let vs not get our goods in the firſt mannor 
houſe, the world, wrongfully, ner pur our truſt inthem 
idolatrouſly , nor keepe them to our ſelues baſcly, nor 
ſpend them waſtfully and vngodly, but lay them out for 
the maintenance of the Goſpell,and helpe of the poore in- 
digent members of Chriſt lefus liberally. | 
Againe, letvs looketo our ſecond Farmeplace, and 
mannor houſe, (our bodie) thar it be cleane, and fit for 
the chicfe Lord and Maſter of all, and his Sonne Ieſus 
Chriſt, and the holy Ghoſt co come into. Let vs dili- 
gently watch the ports and gates of the ſame , our Hea- 
ring, Seeing, Talking , Taſting, and Touching , that ne- 
thing goe in, nor comeout, that may defile the body. 
Laſtly , ler vs haue an eſpeciall care of our principall 
part, the foule, the laſt mannor houſe, Let repentance 
ſweepe it cleane from impure thoughts, and wicked co- 
gitations, leta good conſcience be his bedding, lct faith 


be cuer looking to Chriſt Jeſus, and cleanfing , and let 
rhe graces and vertues of the holy Ghoſt be the orna- 
ments of his lodging, And in all things, and in all our 


"——_ 


| 


Stewards then bad, to cnioy a good place and portion,ra- | 
ther then a bad: let vs depart out ef the Kingdomeof | 


[ 


places and charges, let vs proueour {clues good, wiſc,and | 


. faith- 


| haueno merits) bug for thy mercies and graces in Icfus 
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fafahfull Stewards, that it may be ſaid vnto vs, & ro euery | 

oneof vs, It is well done,good ſeruant, then haſt beexe faith- | 
| fet{ 118 lrttle, I will make thee Kaler oner mach : enter in mto| 
thy Mafters icy, This approbation and allowance of our 
Scewardſhip,and vnſpeakeable reward, giue and grant | 
vs ( Q heavenly Father) not for our worthinefle(for we | 


Chrilt, Amen, 


The end of the firſt Sermon. 


— 


THE SECOND| 
SERMON. 


And the (ame was accuſed, | 


FAS all menare Stewards vnder God, & what 
{NS good Talents & pifts fo ever they hauc,they | 
4 


W reccive fro him the founraine of all graces: 


| 


| 


| 


i 


| his comfort: O well done,thow good & faithfull Sernant thou 


| haft been faithful oner few things, I will make thee Ruler ouer 
[P_—_ : enter thew into the toy of thy Lord, Mat. 25.21. | 


Euen ſo they ought co occupy & imploy the 
SS ſame,according to the good pleaſure of him 
the Collator a24 Denator, as it isplaine in the Parable of 
the Talents, Math 25, Andas S, Peter teacheth,1.Eprt.4. 
faying, As cuery one hath receiued the gift,cuen ſo miniſter 
che ſame,as good Stewards of the manifold graces of God: 
Whoſocuer doth this , is commended and rewarded 
of his high Lord and Maſter, with theſe words of grace to 
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Butitaſervant hauc much c6credited ynto him,if.ic be but 
of ancarthly Maſter, and inploy it ill, ſpend ic waltfully, 
catingand drinking wich the Drugkards, participating 
| with the Adulterers, and intreating his felow-ſeruants 
hardly, and yct thinkerh that his cuill carriage and outrapi- 
ouſnctlc ſhall net be knowne, bur thar he ſhall eſcape with 
impunicic : O how this man deceiuveth, himſelfc: For the 
fellow-ſeruants will relate chetreacheries,bad yliages, and 
cruelries of their fellowes to their Lord. As thoſe tervants 
did which faw their fellow-ſeruant fo cruclly handled, 
| Math. 18. And heere the bad Steward is accuſed ro his 
Lord. Now if wee ſee by dayly experiences , that ba 
Stewards to carthly Maſters eſcape notalwaycs free with 
their falſe dealings, and other evill behavjours, but one or 
other will eſpy chem, and diſcloſe them, and giue their 
Maſter intelligence,and then he reckoneth and accounterh 
wichthem and diſplaceththem : rhen we may much more 
aſſure our ſclaes,that no cloud of darknes,. no maske nor 
velie can becalt before the Lords eyes: For hee that planted 
the eare, ſhall be not heare ? Or he that made theeye, ſhall hee 
ot ſee? God knoweth, noteth, ſceth, ouerſecthal things; 
yea,the very ſecrets of the heart : and yerifhe were not ſo 
quicke of capacitic,of hearing, and ſeeing : Yetthere are 
many tell-tales,and pick-thankes in the Familic, which re- | 
late all our miſdemeanours, and accuſe ys vnto him, as 
in my Text; the falſe Steward is ſaid to be accuſed, And 
here beginneth a lamentable diſcourſe,& a Tragicall Rela- | 
tien of the miſcrable eſtate of a bad Steward, kid down in 
my Text,in theſe points : Firſt, He # defamed, or accnſed, 
in theſe words: andthe ſame was accuſed. Secondly, cal- 
led: (andhe called bim.) Thirdly , reprechended, in theſe 
words, (How -commeth it te paſſe that [ heare this of thee? ) 
Fourthly, he yeeldeth an account ; Come render an acconnt 
of thy Stewardſh. Fittly, he is put out of his Office,in theſc 
words : For thou mayeſt be no longer Steward. Of theſe in 
ordes: and firſt of hisaccuſation, Wherein we are ts note, | 


EIGEN firſt, £ 


— 
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firſt, his Accuſers : Secondly , the capicall and hainous | 
| crimes whereof he is acculcd, | 


# C1. Satay, 

2. Angelr. 
The Accuſers or com- | 3, Sarmts. | 
plainancs are =: His owne Conſcience. 


5, Smnes, 
6. Creatures of God, 


, Is Unfaithſulneſſe, 


The hainous crimes Y2. Creelty. 
wherof the cuill Sreward £3. Slothfulneſſe. 
isaccuſcd of, are theſe fiug: Js 11l company-keeping. 
5. Waſtfulneſſe, 


| Firſt, the euill, vnfaichfull, and vngracious Steward is 


accuſed of the Diucll. For which caulc hee is called, The Reu.rz. 
accuſer of the Brethren, which accuſcth them before God | 
day and night, Hee accuſethour workes, words , and 
thoughts, as Gregory noteth, ſaying thus : Diabolus prima | Lib.2,moral. 
opera noſira,deinde verba,cf tandem cogitationes accuſat.He 
defameth man, accuſech him of wickednetles , reporteth 
them before God,calleth for vengeance and ſpeedy death, | 
left the thred of mans lifc ſhould be drawne out along,and 
he ſhould repent and obrainecternall life. If Satan was fo | lob 1, 
impudent, that he bluſhed not to defame and accuſe be» 
fore God holy Toh, a man to whomthere was none come | 
parable in his time en the carth, a perfe&t and iuft man, 
one th:t feared God,and eſchewed cuill ; Wha is it tha | 
he will not alledge again(t a finfull Nation, a. people laden. 
with iniquirie, a ſeed of the wicked, corrupt children, in | | 
whom, fromthe ſole of the foote, vnto the head, there is 
nething ſoundin them, but they draw wickednelle with 
cords of vanity, and ſinne as it were with a cart-rope? 
Secondlv.an vniuſt Steward is defamed and accuſed of | 


Angels, /ob 20.27, Kenelant celi ini; witatew improbi. The Efay 1. 
F 3: Heavens 
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| being in the bleſſed port of Heauen ery out againſt them 
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Heauensreucale the iniquitie of a wicked man, Per calos, 
Angelos, qui in cali ſunt , accipe , lain the ancient Fa- 


| the cruelty of his ſeruant, New the Argos 570 Gur tote 
low-ſcruants, as we may probably guther out of /ohn, Kew. 
22. Where he fell downe to worlhip the Angell, who 
{aid vnto him , See thou doe it not: for 1 am thy fellow-ſer- 
want, and the fellow-[ernant of thy Brethren the Prophets , 
| which keepe the ſayings of this Books : Worſhip thou Goa. Loc, 
| the Angell faid ro [ohn,that he was his fellow-fertiant,and 
| not onely his, but of his Brethren che Prophets, which, 
kept the ſayings of Gods Booke, The Angels then tell 
God our faults as here. Our prayers, holinctle, and righ- 
ccouſnelle, as in Tobie 12, Let ys therefore thac liue in the 
preſence of Gad, and his Angels, carry our ſclues godly, 
and heneſtly , knowing that moſt pure eycs doc looke 
vpon vs, 

Thirdly, a bad Steward is blamed and accuſed of Saints 
both triumphant which are in Heauen,and militant which 
live on earth. Of Saints triumphant, whoſe bloud was 
ſhed on earth by cruell Tyrants and perſecutors, for the 
Word of Ged,and teſtimonic which they had. For theſe 


that imbrued their hands in their bloud, ſaying, How /ong 
tarrieſt thow, O Lord , which art holy, and true, to tmadge and 
anenge our blond on them that awell on earth! And that an 
vagracious Steward isaccuſed before God of Saints , that 
are liuing in this worrall life,it is alſo moſt manifeſt. /eremy 
blamed and accuſed the Tewes vnto God, yea, and craved 
reuengefhent agtinſt them in theſe words: O Lord of hoſts, 


ther ; In Marth. 18. The fcllow-ſeruant told to the Lord | 


———— 


thou righteous madge,thou that tryeft the reines,and the hearts, 
let me be auenged of them. For wnto thee haue I committed 


my canſe. When Annchus opprefied the Church of God | 
with great tyrannie , Daxid accuſed him vnto God in 
theſe words; Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy hath 
rebuked, and the feoliſh people hath blaſphemed thy Name, le- 


— 
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remy in like manner accuſed and blamed his perſecutors | 


Lord, thou knoweſt, remember me, and vift me, andrenenge | 
mee of my perſecmters, If the poore is oppretled of the rich, 
and make his mone vntothe Lord,accuſing him,and cry» | 
ing forrcuengement: The Lord reſpedting the deepe | 
ſighing of the poore, will awake as one out of llcepe, | 


enemies in the hinder parts, andputthem to a perpetual | 
ſhame. True itis, and memorable, which Siracides hath, | 
chapter 35. where he ſaith; God hath no refpett 'of perſons 
againſt the poore , but deth htave the prayer of him that ts | 
wronged, hee will not neglett the prayer of the fatherleſſe , nor | 
the widdow, if ſhe complame. Doe not the widdowes teares 08 | 
downe ber cheekes? and they cry out to God on h1gh in Heanen, | 
a7ainſt him that hath cauſed the ſame? Now, beloued bre- | 
thren, and liſters, it wee ſhould «wrong an innocent and | 
harmele(le man in a rightcous cauſe vpon earth,we would | 
be vawilling, z yea, we would trembleand quake to haue 
acomplaint (we knowing our ſelues guilty) tro bee made 
vnto a mighty Iudgeor Potentate that can puniſh vs ſe. 
uerely, How much more then ſhould it gricue vs, and a- 
ſtoniſh vs,and cauſ* vs to make recompence, and fatisfac- 
tion to the parties whom wehaue wronged, when wee 
' know that the complaints and cryes of them thatare iniu- 
| red, doe ſound in the cares of the Lord, that an accuſation 
is made againſt ys, that an account mult be giuen to the 
| high Iudge , and iuſtice without partialitic miniſtred? 
Fourthly , the bad Steward is accuſed of his owne 
| thoughts, and ceſtified againſt of his owne conſcience: 
| and this is as forcible to conuita man, as a chouſand wit- | 
 nefſes; and hereupon grew the prouerbe, Corſcientia mil-. 
le teſtes. When a mans Conſcience is wronged, hee liveth | 
as merxy,2sa Bird in a pitfall. For Conſcientia leſa eff nine, 
| 91a ſecura,as Sexeca writeth. Chryſoffome writing vpon the | 
5. Palme, faith, Conſcientiapeccati,formidinss mater: that | 
ILY 
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vnto G O D, and craued him to revenge him, ſaying, O 3-15.15, 


and asa Gyant refreſhed with Wine, and will ſmice their pg), 12, 
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isto ſay, The Conſcienceor knowledge of lin, is themo- 
cherof feare. If a man feare any creature, Man, Ball, or 
Worme, he may auoid them; but hee canncuer fice from 
his Conſcience : ſke isa bird which hee alwayes carricth 
in his boſome, pleaſant as the Nightingale, if thee bee not 
violated ; but being wronged, heels iike a Waspe, or 
Snake vadera mans cloathes, or rather like the Bots in a 
Horſe belly, which neuer ſutferech him to be quiet, but 
are (till cating,and gnawing. And therefore /uvenal aid, 
thatthi3is the greateſt puniſhment, (and we mult needs all 
yeeld vntoir.) Note dieque ſunm geftare in peftore teſtem, | 
This griefe of Conſcience is an inward tormenting of the 
foule, void of Faich, Hope,and Charitie, which Melinc- 
thon calleth Erinnys Conſcientie, that 1s ro ſay , an hcllifh 
Hagge, or infernall Fury of the Conſcience. A wronged 
Conſcience is never quiet, neverat reſt, but makes bo 
polle{Tour to Hee hither and thicher, and- fecke to depart 
from ker, but hecannot, Awguſttmein his cnarration of 
Pfalme 45. faith, that he which hath a violared conſcience, 
will flee, ab agro,ad cinitatem, apublicogod domwnm, a dome, 
in enbiculwns : that is,he will Hee out of ficld,into the Ciry, 
out of the Citie ,into his houſe, our of his houſe , into his 
Chamber: and what there ? Ecce hoftews innenit, quo fugitu- 
| rx5 eff, nempe ſeipſum:and there he hnds the enemy that he 
would flee from, to wit, himſclfe. Theſe torments arethe 
molt pricuous torments. And therefore Lucey trucly (al- 
chough mournefvlly) faid of an afflited conſcience: 


Heu 5uantm miſero pane mens conſcia donat! 


Alas what punifhinene the filly wretch endvreth by 
| reaſon of his gvilty .conſcience ! Such a one hath no 
; perce. Lervs therefore with Paul endeuour, yea, excrciſe 
| our ſelues to have alwayes a cleere conſcience row ards 
God,and towards men. Let vs take the counſell that Paw 
|.zaneto Tmothy,Fight,thatis,carneſtly (triuc,thatwe = 
ue 


i 
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haue Faich & a good cenſcience, For quenam ſumme boni? 

Ment que ſibi conſcia refti, A good Conſcience is aconti- 

guall feaſt, the cheere, ioy inthe Holy Ghoſt,and the Mu- 

ſicke ſuch a peace wich God, our neighbours, and our 

ſclues,as pallcth all ynderſtanding, Row. 14.17. | 
| Fiftly,the very ({innes whicha man commitrteth,are faid 

inthe Booke of God re accuſe, reproue, and condemne 

| him. /eremy in his ſecond Chapter {aid vnto the Iewes , 

| Thine owne wickgdn-ſſe ſhall reproue thee , and thy turning 4- 

| way ſhall condemane thee, For as the workes of the godly do 

| follow them, ad deferdendum,ct exhilarandum, to defend. 
| and cheere them: ſo the workes ef the wicked do follow 

| them, ad accuſandum & contriſtkandum, to accuſe, & make 
| them {ad, Among the ſinnes that cry voto God againſt 
| man, and moſt gricuouſly accuſe him, there atc foure dete- 
ſtable ſinnes, as ſome will, but I reduce them to two. 

Firſt is the ſhedding of innocent bloud , the greateſt 
wrong tat can be wrought to humane nature,cuen worſe 
then the taking away of a mans goods z for they may bee 
. | reſtored, bur mortal life never, Belidesthis, as much as in 
| themurtherer lyerh,he taketh away from the party killed, 
' all time to diſpoſeand ſet thingsin order , and alforo re- 
 pent,, thatthe man may obtaineremiſsien of his ſinnes. 
| This is not adormient and ſilent, but acrying {inne, This 
| finne was in Cain that bloudy butcher, killing his godly 
| and innocent brother - bel; vnto when God ſaid, Behold, 
| the woice of thy Brothers blond cryeth unto mee ont of the 


39 


| 


——— —— 


Prou 15.15, 


Reu.14.13. 


The firſt ery- 
ing ſinnc. 


Gen.,4-10, 


| ground. 
| Secondly, the oppreſsion ofthe poore lifting vp their 
| voices vnto God their reuenger, who heareth & helperh 
| them. Asin the 1 2. Pſilme, ver 5. At the crying of the poore, 
| 1 willwp, ſairh the LORD. Siracides 30. Ged bath no 
| reſpett of rev ſons againſ# the poore, but doth -heare the 
rayer of him that 1s wronoed, hee will not negleth the prayer 


of the father/eſſe, nor the widdow if (be complame. Doe net the 


widdowes teares coe down ber cheekes ? but they cry ext to God | 
on | 


The ſecond 
c:ying linne, 


| 


P 
; And very aptly te this a beapplyed checrying 


| [fromthe bondage of corruptionand vgpity,which againſt 


| 
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king that eur abuſes in our Stewardfhip wili not be known 
to the Lord: foralchough he knoweth all things already, 
yerthe Scriptures ſpeaking after che manner of men, tell 
vs that many criminations, and accuſations one after ano- 
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on high into Heauen, aganſp him that hath cauſed the ſame, | | 
And ſich a ſinne as this was that (inne of Pharaob his cx. 
action, impoſition, and cruell eppreſsion of the /ſraelies, 


of hirclings defrauded of their hire by the rich, whereof 
[ames ſpeaketh, ſaying, Beholdgthe bire of Labourers which 
han reaped your fields (which is of you kept back by frand)cry. 
eth, and the cryes of them which haue reaped, are entred imo 
the cares of the Lord of Hoſts. And of this fort , was the cry 
againſt Sedom and Geworrha,whereot God ſpeaketh,Gey, 
18. 21. O beloued, beware of theſe hainous ſinnes , and 
aſſure your ſclues, that neicher theſe, nor other the leaſt 
ſinnes that we commit, ſhall goe ynpuniſhed, without vn. 
fained repentance, and quicke apprehenfion of the merits 
of ChrillIefus by atrueand liucly faith, And fomuchof 
therwocrying ſinnes. 

Sixtly, the creatures abuſed not onely the ſenſible creas | 
ture, groaning and trauelling in paine,till it be deliuered 


it will,ic ſuffereth ynder the wicked ; but eucn the very 
ſenſeleſſe creature. The tone crying out of the wall, and 
the beame out of the timber an{weringir. The moth 
of the garment, andthe ruſt of the cankred gold, witnel- 
ling againſt the couetous worldlings ; yea, the dead letter 
of the Bible cryeth and accuſcth,as Chriſt ſheweth in the 
Goſpell. Doenet thinkg (faith hec) that I will accuſe you 
tomy Father: there ts one that accuſeth you, enen Moſes in 
whom yee truſt; thatis, Thelaw or writings of Moſes ſhall 
accuſe you, for playing thebad Stewards, To cenclude, 
the heauens ſhall declare his wickednelle, and the 
earch ſhall cake part againſt him, as Zophar ſaid, 
[ob 20, 27. Letvs thereforenot decciue our ſclues, thin- 


ther | 
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cher will come out againlt ys, and be brought before the | 
Lord,ſtirring him to reuengement: And yer alas, how 

carelelle man is in this point. He without any care or feare 
of God, abuſeth his creatures z euen f{enſjble and liuing 
things,thar are ſubicc to vanitie, and che touching and a- 
buſes of him. Man,wken hee hurteth anyHMing creature, 
will laugh and rcioyce at ſuch times as heis willing to ex- 
hilarate himſelfe withall , when the creature it ſelfe (be- 


ing ſubject to yanitie , the touching and abuſes of the | 


wicked) doth grone for ſorrow z and man at his pleaſure 
will kill the ſame, But yethee confiderethnot, that for 
theſe his abuſes, and other his wickednelles, (if he repens 
not) hee ſhall himſelfe dic eternally, O tinfull impietie, 
mercileſſe cruelty, and carcletle ſecuritie! from the which 
God deliuer vs. Somuch concerning the accuſers of the | 


bad Steward. 


Thecapicall and deadly faules, wy yon 
and haynous crimes, whereof the _- 5 ing ful : | 
enill Steward is, and ihall bee ” yon. *pi 
accuſed, arctheſe 5. O waſtfulueſſs. £5 


Firſt, vnfaichfulneſſe and falſchood: for whereas faith- 
fulnetTe is required in the Lords diſpoſers,and they ſhould 
ſo carry themſelues in their offices, that they may be cal- 


led fairhfull and wiſe : and ſhould fo imploy and miniſter Math.24. 


the gifts of God, as becommeth good Stewards of the 


manifold y_ of God: To bee bricte, ſhould get their _ 
| \ 


goods truly, 'and beſlow them in gedly affaires, and mat- 
ters bouncifully : may not he werthily beaccuſcd of infi- 
delitic and falſchood, which maketh waſte of his Maſters 
goods when he isin office and ſeruice:and when he know- 
cth that he ſhall our, will not ſtudy amendment, nor crave 
mercy, nor fauour, nor forgiucnes of his faules, butwill 
perſcuer in his naughtiveſſe, and ſtudy further to deceine 
acthela(t, as this falſe Steward did ; which being accuſed, 


G 3 and 


ctig, 


41 


I— 


Valcy, Max, 9 y 


| 


Ter.17.1T, 
Luke 12, 


| 


Math. 24:49, 
Mat.18. 


7. Sam.25. 
1.King.21. 


|cothisend, thatthey might maintaine him when he was 


Pſal15.2. 


| the poore that are next him. : and not to. be curriſh vnto 


| ring themro have any thing neerethem , nor any way to 
( 
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and knowing that hee ſhould gocour ot his Ofhce , io 
make vp the tull meaſureof deceit,he compareth and com- 
plorreth with his Mafters debters and abaterh their ſums, 


put our of his Othce? Occultum tliduſa malum , eſt 
hee perfiara, this treachery 1s a ſecret and deceitfull enill, 
Such fcllowes ſhew themſclues to be no true members of 
the Church: for every one thatis ſuch, walketh vpright- 
ly,and doth thething that is right, and ſpeaketh the rruch 
from his heart, Such a wicked Steward commeth by ri- | 
ches,bur not righteoully,in the middelt of his life mult he 
leaue them behind him , and at thelalt be found a very 
foole: Such a one was the rich man. Nothing crotleth 
che Lords loue r.otethen this : for the righteons Lord lo- 
weth righteonſueſſe, bis connteuance doth behold the inft, 
Pſal.1x 7. | 

Secondly, theeuill and naughty Steward is accuſed of 
crueltie, becauſe hee beateth hisfellow- ſcruants, thatis, | 
dealcth rigorouſly, cruelly, and iniuriouſly with them, as 
the other ſcruant did to his fellow that ought himan hun- 
dred pence, and was not ableto pay him ; and therefore 
fell down & beſought him, ſaying : Refraine thine anger 
cowards me,and I wil pay thee all: bur the creditor would 
ſhew no mercy vpen him, but hauing caught im by the | 
| throat, ready to thratcle him,caſt him into priſon. O cruell 
pranke,rather agreeable to the nature of a beaſt (who wil 
| huntch his fellow chat is vnder him)theE che humane quali- 
ties that ſhould be in a man,who ſhould ſuccour & relieue 


chem like churliſh Naba!, nor crue!llike Ahab, nor ſuffe- 


proſper ; bur ( che more is the pirty) as the high.crees | 
drop vpon the low, and hinder their growth: andzs the 
mountaine Radiſh being planted neere the Vine,cauſeth ir 
to ſtarue, and wither away : So the great wicked ones of 
this world, being too neere the poore godly, make. ther | 

| to < 
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to decay, and fall away to nothing : for where the hedge | 


[ 44 


is loweit,the bealts will breake ouer, and itis vſvally ſcene | 
| tharthe great hſh wil care vp the ſmall, Inthe holy Booke / 


| of God wefindthat Elah was fed by Raucns, Daniel not 
| hurramong huvgry Lions, and manindued with reaſon: 
| and who ſhould beled by Gods holy Spiricand his word | 
- | .(a/afl: for pitty) is many times neither charitable, nor | 
| mercifull ro the poore, but molt cruell and vnmercitull. $o | 


1.King.17, 
Dan 6, 


/ true js thar ſaying of Cyprian lamenting this caſe: O de- j Serm.de crat. 
| teſtandam humans malitic crudelitatem | aues paſcunt , fer | 4minic, 


| parctmnt bomines ſcuinnt : that isto lay, O dereſtable cru- 
| elcy,procc2ding from the malice of man ! birds doe feed 
men, wild beafts ſpare men, butmendeerage one vpon 
another. Bur what becomesbf the wicked,cruell,and vn- 
godly Steward ? Theyconſume {udderly, periſh, and 
come toa fearful end,alchough for atime they beare never 
ſo fairea ſhewiin this world: for as fire made of thornes 

| burnerh fiercely for a tim-,1nd keeperh a great noiſe and 
| crackling,but yer is ſpeedily burnt eutand conſumed: So 
| | cheatteiypts of the wicked are for a time violent,and dan- 
| gerous , but Godin his good time doth with ſpeed extin- 
| guiſh and quench them. This Dau:d doth proue by his 
| owne experience, who ſpeaking of his cruell adverfarics, 
faichz They came abont me like Bees, ard are extintt, enen 
as the fire among the T hornes: For in the Name of the Lord 


| I will deſtroy them. «And therefore as the ſmokg variſkeah, | 


and commeth to nothing : ſo the wicked and vngodly periſh at 


therfore are little better then mad men. For as mad men & 


kedand vngodly men inflict vpon themſclues molt dead- 
ly and incurable wounds : yea, they are meſt wilfull mur- 
derers of their owne {oules and bodies, and when they 
| hurta poore man alicnle, they molt wrong thetnſelues, 
And fotkerich Glutron in this Chapter, by his vnmerc1. 
fulnes & cruelty cowards poore Lazarws,did hurt himielfe 


F.-Y 


| 


| the preſence of God. So that they hurt themſclues molt, and | 


franticke, are wont to rent and tearethemſelves : So wic-: 


C3 3 wore | 
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morethen he did the poore man; For the poore man went 
preſently to Heauen,and he ro Hell, Thecruclty of Pha. 
raoh towards the Iſraclices, hurt himſclfe and the Egypri. 
ans more then the Iſraclices, as their fearefull end moſt 
plainely ſhewed, when the Waters ouerwhelmed them in 
the Red Sea, ſo ſodainly ouertaking and ceuecring them, 
that no fignes of true repentance could appeare. The 
griefc and torments of Cain his conſcience, his feare and 
crembling,perfcRing his miſeries, with death of the body 
hereg,euen an end ynaaturall, and cuerlalting torments af- 
terward,muſt needs bec worſe, then the onely vntimely 
death of the body to Abel,death being ever certaine,a mi- 
ſery incident to all fleſh, * Adonibezec was a molt vile and 
cruell Tyrant to many: For he cut off che great Tocs and 
Thumbes of ſcuenty Kings, and made chem to gather 
bread vnder his Table : butatthelaſt the iudgements of| 
God laid on him were ſuch, that hee was eaken, and his 
owne were cut off, and his owne conſcience made him ac- 
knowledge his owne worthinelle of that puniſhment, and 
to fay : Seuenty Kings having che Thumbs of their hands, 
and of their feet cut off, pathered bread ynder my Table: 
as I haue done, ſo G O D hath rewarded mce. So they 
broughthimto Teruſatem, and there he dyed. 

O beloued Chriſtians, ſecing that cruelcy 1s a thing 
fo hurtfull co your ſclues, and others; let me beſeech you 
that are menoof valour, might, and power, cuen greatand 
mighty Stewards, to lay alidethe ſame, and all wrath, 
the cauſe of the ſame, as Seneca counſelleth, ſaying : Exi- 
tabs crudelitatem, & miniſtram crudelitatis iram : that is | 
to ſay, Auojd cruelty, and anger a ſeruant of cruelty, And 


| againe, Rejce crndelitatem, & matrem cradelitatis iram : 


| that is , Rereft cruelty, and anger the mother of crwelty. Caſe 
' Fedoris thinketh that Ambition, Pride, and delire of Ri- 
| ches make moſt men to be cruell ynto the poore ; and hee 
would hane great men of the world not co bee rigorous 
vnto the poore, His reaſons are two: Firlt,becauſe psore 


men 


punt 


” > r——_ 
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men haue miſerie and ſorrow inough of themſelucs alrea- 


die. Secondly, rich men reape,by burting poore men,nei- | 


cher glory nor aboundance of riches, | 
Thirdly, the euill Steward is accuſed of ſlouthfulneſſe, 
and long continuance in che ſame, which made him vn- 
willing and vnable now to labour : for he plainely faid, 7 
cannot digge. Such an idle ſeruant was hee that had atalent 
delinered ynto him, and neuer made any good vſc of it, 
but hid itin the gronnd; Of chis vice, all idle perſons that 
haue good gifts, and yſcchem not, are guilrie, and fo are 
all chey thar have ſtore of worldly riches,andimploy them 


Gods glory, the good of che Church, Gods faichfull peo- 
ple, and their owne competent maintenance, and their fa- 
milies. Beloued Chriſtians, high and low, richand poore, 
young and old, all, one with another, and every one by 
himſelfe, give your {clues to honeſt and godly exerciſes : 
for os fruit and goodneſſe. e Awrelins faith, 
Nullns fruitas oth , imo magis diſpendinm: There comes no 
fruit of idlenetſe, but rather lofſe. His example is : Otioſns 
Eſau amifit primatus benediftionem, quia malnit cibs accipere | 
quam querere, that is, Idle Eſau loll his primary bleſſing, 

becauſe he had rather receiue meat, then get it by labour, 
The Diuelt hath neuer fo fic time co ſow the ſeedes of wic- 
kednelTe and miſchicfe,as when men are idlegas appeareth 
by the Parable, Marth. 13. where itis ſhewed, that whiles 
men {lepr, that is , were idle, the Diuell came and ſfowed | 
tares among the wheat, The counſell therefore of Saint 
Hierom touching this matter, is very good : eAliquid ope- 
ris facito, vt te Diabolus inneriat occupatum. Non enim fa- 
cile capitur 4 Diabols, qui bono vacat exercitio: thatis, Doe 
{ome good worke, that the Diuell way finde thee bullied : 


for he isnot caſily taken ofthe Divell, which is employed | 


in- good exerciſe. The Bets teach vs to labour : for no 


creature is more painfull then they : and if any become 


. . þ 
drones, and will not labour for hony and maintenance, 


they 


Verſe 3. 
Mart.25, 


Ad Demer, 
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they will draw him out of the hiue, that he may periſh, 
Bcloued, it ſeemeth that theſe ſmall irrationall creatures 
haue a greater care to puniſh this vice, then many Magi- 
ſtrates, Officers, maſters, and parents, For innumerable 
loyterers are ſuffered to ſwagger, ſpend, and waſte, they 
care not how much almoſtin cuery tewne, yea one ſuch 
will ſpend more then two or three men of good gouerne- 
ment, and yet theſe idle drones arc ſuffered 1n many places 
without controlment of any , to live eucn how they liſt, 
hatching and breeding by their idlcnefle and ſecure life, 
many inconueniences, and grieuous linnes. Foras by the 
pumpcofa ſhip, watcr doth ofcentimes ſecretly get in and 
.Increaſeth, ſo that through the negligence of the Mariner 
the ſhip is drowned : fo by ſlouthfulnetle and a ſecure life, 
wicked thoughts and concupiſcences are multiplied inour 
hearty rill at lengch our ſoules are in great danger, 
EFourthly, che euill Steward is accuſed of ili company- 
keeping , for he cateth and drinketh with the drunken, 
Mat. 24. 49. If a man were honelt before, yetthe ſociety 
and fellowſhip of ſuchas are wicked, will hazard his repu- 
tation and conuerſation, and change his manners from 
good to cuill. For as the Camelion is ſomerimes blacke, 
and ſometimes grecne, ſomerimes pale , and ſomctimes 
| blue, (for he cuer taketh nis colour of whar thing is fer be- 
| fore him: ) So men of all degrees are' wont very much to 
| imicate the nature,diſpolition, and manc1s ofthoſe,whoſe 
company they frequent, and whoſe coun{cll they follow, 
| 2nd whoſe familiaritic they yſe : for with the holy thou 
| ſhalr be holy, and with the froward thou ſhalt [carne fro- 
| wardnelilc, Keepe company therefore with the godly,and 
| refraine the ſinfull dele&tations of the wicked. Saue your 
| ſelues from this froward generation. Come out frem a- 
| mong them : depart ye, depart ye, goe out fremthem,and 
touch no vncleane thing, ferif ye ao, ye will be infected, 
For if enc ſhabed and ſcabbed ſheepe will infe&t a whole 


| 


| Hocke , then what will daily feeding and folding with 


many 


m——_ 9. nr 


| 


' | their ſleepe departeth, except they canſe ſome to fall, For 
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many doe? Take the good counſell of Salomon: Enter not | 
into the way of the wicked, and walke not in the way of exill 
men : Amoidit, and goe not by it: twrue from it, and paſſe 
by. For they cannot ſleepe , except they bane done exill, and 


! 


they eate the bread of witkedneſſe, and drinke the wine of vio- 
lence, Goc not therefore{che broad way with the wicked 
which leadeth to deſtruftion: Faſhion not your ſelues like | 
to the world, the wicked ones of the world , for the Di- 
uell is their Prince, and tyrannically ruleth them : Heeis 
their 'god and Maſter, and badly payerh them their 
wages, Death anddelſiruftion is their paiment, which 
in the end of their ſeruice they receive from him, 
O keepe not company then with the wicked ( vnleile 
your dclires and cndeuours are to conuert them ) bur as 
occalion and opportunirie ſhall ſerue,delight the fellow. 
ſhip of che godly. And this Saint Peter would have vs 
todoe, ſaying ; Love bratherly fellowſhip : And the Apollle | 
Pawl agreeth hereunto, exhorting vs not to forſake the 
fellowſhip that wee haue among our ſclves, For to for- 


fake the company of the good, 1s hurtfull, as it way ap-|- 


peare by the exampleof /ndas, who forſooke the compa- 
ny of the Apoſtles and perithed : and of Thomas, who was 
not, with the other ten Apoſtles, when Chriſt appeared 
to them after his ReſurreCtien: end therefore ſecing him 
not with thereft, doubred. YL 
To conclude this point ; As a Bird leaving her #1 2nd 
Egges,neuer hatcheth her yong ones: but the Eggs rot, 
and the fruir muſt needs periſh : Euen ſo,every one which 
forſaketh his fir(t loue, leaueth the way of truth, departerh 
from the ſocictic of the good, remaineth nor inthe vnity 
of the Church, but gocthin the way of Cain ; even this 
man with the froward, becommeth froward, is corrupred 
in the errour of Balaamw, becommeth abomirable in his 
{tudieg,and periſherhin the gaine-ſaying of Corah. 
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5. Laſt of all, the bad Steward is accuſed of waſte. 


H fulneflc, 


| 


| 
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Luke If. 


| eas detorquere. To walte or to ſcatter abroad ( for fo the 


ter, when he had 


OE 
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fulncile, quod dyſiparet bona ipſmes, A Learned man wri- 
ting vpen this place, hath theſe words: Diſcpare, hoc loco 
eſt ,non ad honorem Dei viilitatem ſnam, & proximorum, 
vii rebus conceſiis, ſedad profanes, malor, & odibiles vſus 


word doth rly ſignifie) is not to vic things pranted 
to the honour of God, toa mans owne profit, and his 
neighbours : butto wreftchem co prephane, euill, and 
dereftable vſes. Fhe Prodigall Sonne was ſuch a Ste- | 
ward: for he craved his portion of goods which belonged | 
co him, and got it of his Father: and not many dayes af+ 
rheredall that he could regethcr , hee 
cooke his iourney 1nto a farre Country, & there he waſted. 
his goods with ryotous living, Euery man that hath good 
gifrs given him of God, and deth miſ-imploy them , is | 
guilty of this finne of waſtefulnefſe. And ſo muck con- 
ccraing the hainous crimes whereof the bad Steward is| 
accu 


The end of the ſecond Sermon. 
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tifullvnto vs » and you . 
I 


ther doth his Chil 


ehing) £6 repentance, nd thus 
the Iewes : but all the Lords louing 


them wereloſt, the people Were ſo vnt 
d inviced. For they had 


Ow next,ofhis calling, intheſe words: 


And he called him. 
God may bce ſaid to 


wayecs. 


call a man wany 


Sometimes he louing!y inviceth, 1n- 


beg ticerh, and calleth vs 


the I{ractices were thus called, an 


Moſes and «Aaron to 
to ouide then, and which by prayers 
full things from them, 
Grie things for them, even Manna 
like wanton and vndurifull children,ab 


eth and inuiterh vs. For what ſingu 


Lord beſtowed vpon V5,Po* enely com 
a5our Eleftion » Redemption 
nd perfe&t good 


things, | 


roall his people : 


on, ſuſtification , and other {pirituall 
H 2 


n—_ 


dedarethe Law of God yntothem, 
and by the lame be 
from Heauen: 
uſed the good 
andleniticof God rowards them. And thus the Lord cal- 

lar bleſſings hath the 


mon and gene 
Vocati- 


aincedall necel- 
but they 


him by Ris 
boun- 


dely God dealt wi 
Lindneſſes towards | ler.y. 
hankefull, Againe » 


hurt- 


nefle 


Rom.2.4- 
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Heb,1 Zs 


2.Cor.41 7. 
| 


Ret3.19,& . 


| chings; bur private alſo, which other Nations want. For 


wee hauc a molt gracious, learned, godly, and vertuous 
King, peaceand all other good things vnder him , which 
ocher Nations doe lacke, For which the Lord make ys 


| thankefull. 


God calleth man by caſligations, and the Rod of 
correction, which/are argumentsof Godslouvero his chil. 
dren, and proceed trom it. The Lord faith, whom I lowe, [ 
corrett, And againe, Hy ſonne, deſpiſe not thou the chaſte. 
ning of the "3 neither faint when thon art rebuked of hin, 
For whom the Lord loneth he chaſtneth, and be ſcourgeth enery 
{ore that bereceineth. Affiictions arethe- rod which our 
louing Father takerh in his hand,and wherewich he whip. 
pethrhis children reund, to make chem repent, and obe 
his calling : and this may bea great comfort to Gods chil. 
dren , that their heavinelſe and afflitions are bur ſhorr, 
they haue a proſperous 1fJue, a ſpeedy deliverance : for 
heauine!ic endureth for a night, and joy.commeth in the 
morning. As after ſtormes and cempelts comes ſunne<ſhi- 
ning weather : andafter a bloudyand red cuen, a faire 
bright morning:Euen ſo,after momentanic afflitions pa- 
tiently endured, the Children of God' ſhall have a farre 
Tore excellent and an eternall. waight of glory. Hereby 
the Children of Gedare bettered in this fe For as iron 
is more bright, when the ruſt is ſcowred fromit : Wheat 
_ when the Chaffeis blowne from it, and the 
Weeds ſifted out : and Gold when it is tryed in the fire is 
more precious; Soare the Children cf God when they 
are tryed in the fiery furnace of aflitions , and found 
faichfull, This makes them: to repent, to ſeeke vnto 
God, to pray vnto him, . to hopefor deliverance from 
him:and toend, asit were ina word, is the plaine high 


| way to Heauen. For through many tribulations wee muſt 


enter into the Kingdome of Heauen. Wherefore ( all 


| yee that ſuffer in a good cauſe) take the comfortable 
| cxhortation of Saint [ames x My brethren , comnt it ex- 
| 


ceeding | 


— 
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ceeding ioy, when yee fall into diners tentations : knowing that 
the trying of your Faith, bringeth forth patience ; and let 
| patience bane her per fett worke, that yee may bee perfett , and 
| entire, lacks: 4 nothing. 


| God calleth man by his Word : F Generall. 
and this calling1s two-fold: Special, 


The General callin g,isan inuitation and bidcing of all 


dome of Satan, finne and darknefle,to the Kingdome of 
Chrilt, of grace,and light, executed by the outward prea« 
ching,and reading of th? Word. For God which is rich 
in mercy, and would have all men to be ſaued,and to come 
ro the knowledge of his Truth, vouchfafeth his meanes to 
all, would haue his Goſpel to be preached coall , that all 
mighe beleeve, yeeld thcir obedience, and bee faued : or 
| elſe, wilfully contemning their calling,beleft inexcuſable. 
| This we may ſec to be true, by his bountifull fealt,ard the 
liberall invitation which he made,and 2ppointed, Luk, 14. 
This is,and hath been cuen fromthe beginning the'admi- 
niſtration of the Lords Kingdome. Thus God called A- 
daw,faving ; Adam Where art thou? Thus hee called the 
people in Noah his time, by Noab himſelfe : and fo the 
people in the Prophets time, by the Prophets themſelues. 
Sa he called themin the New Teſtament by /obn Baptiſt : 
Yea,Chriſt himſelfe fo called, ſaying : Come wnto me, allje 
that tranell, and are heany laden, &c, And hee commanded 
the Apolites foro doe, giuing them their meſſage,faying : 
Goe ye, and teach all Nations, fe. Ard now Miniſters doe 
it, yea, and ſhalldoeitin Chriſts ſtezd, tothe end of the 
world, Now then (faith the Apoftle)are wee Mcttergers 
for Chriſt; evenas though God did beſcech you through 
vs ;ſopray weyou in Chriſts (tead, that yee bereconciled 
| vnto God, 


H 3 


| goed and bad, tagge and ragge, to come fromthe king- | 


Bur (alas) this generall Calling, this bountifull offe-' 


ring” 


1.Tim,2.4, 
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Math.11. 
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ring of Grace, takes no place ameng the wicked , meues 
their hearts nothing at all, For although their ſoules are 
almolt famifhed,and they are cuen licke vnto death : yet 
they refuſe all Phyſicke,and relicfe: and thereforeareleft 


ſat, thatis, the licke @an worthily periſheth', which nor 
onely refuſerh ro call a Phylician, but when heeis come, 
repelleth him, Somebcing called, fay , as the rebellious 
Jewes ſaid: The word that thow baſt ſpoken vnto vs is the 
Name of the Lord, we will not beare it of thee : But wee will 
tee whatſoeuer thing goeth ont of our owne menth,as to burne 
incenſe tothe Dneene of Heaven, &s. Others are perſccu- 
tersof them that icall them : as they that were bidden to 
the great wedding, who teokethe Kings ſernants,andin- 
treated them ſharpely, and flue them. Such « ene was 
Herod to John Beptiff, who could net abide kim, calling 
him from his filthy inceſluous ſinne with Herodias his 
brother Phil;ps Wife: but as ſeone as he was repreoucd, 
tooke alight occaſion, inftigated by the curtizan , to put 
himto death, Bur now (Ged bet )athe Lawesare 
4o well eſtabliſhed,and executed, that no man dareth to 
lay violent hands vpon his Miniſter ; but yer the wicked 
will hurt him wich their {landerous tongue many times, 
and keepe his dues frem him, ſometimes priuily , that hee 


times they will plead a cuſtome,their cuſtome to deeciue : 


Whereas, Mala conſnetuds eff erroris vetufles : that is, Av 
enill cuſtome « the antiquity of an erronr. 

Some when they are called , are ſomewhat more Fore 
mall, Morall,and mannerly,then the former were. For al- 
though they are meere Worldlings , and preferre earthly 


| things, before heauenly z yet they cover their affeions , 


and make comely excuſes,and reaſonable, as they thinke, 


and will ay, when they arc abſent from a Sermen , Wee 
were 


: 


inexcuſable,and worthily periſh. CMerito perit egrotas, | 
qui medicum non ſolum, non voeat, ſed vitro venientemrecu- | 


fhall not know ic : Andifhee doth know i , then many 


yea, they will ſay, Our cuftome isan angicntcuſtome, || 


Rao 


% 


its a 2d 
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were hindred by ſuch and ſuch meanes char wee could not 
be atir; "_ like to them that were bMden to the great 
Supper, and made ſeuerallexcuſes : One ſaid , 1 haue 
bought a Farme, and I goe to ſeit; Another ſaid, I have 
bought five yoke of Oxen, and I goc te prevethem : and 
the third faid, I haue married a Wife,and therefore I can- 
not come, Butnoneof theſe excuſes pleaſed the Lord, 
the maker of the Feaft. For hee beingangry with theſe, 
fid , None of theſe ſhall taſte of my Supper,of my ſpiritu- 
all and heavenly diſh-meares, and of my coſtly banquer, 
What greater ingraritude and churliſhneſſe could any 
ſhew ? Nay, what greater ſottiſhneſſecan the whole world 
bewray, then to prefcrre Chatfe, before pure Wheat, ruſt, 
'before Iron ; Lead, before Siluer , Copper , before pure 
Gold; carthly and fraile things, before keauenly,andeter- 
- | nall good things 2 And yet ſo fooliſh are we,and ignorant; 

_— void of diſcretion,and piety, that we will {till pre- 
tend and alledge one cauſe or another to hinder our com- 
ming, when weare called, thinking that we thereby help 
woes - hang when we moſt of all hurt our owne ſoules. We 


led him,faid : Safer me firſt to goe and bury my Father : and 
we are worſe then hee that would goe and bid them thet 
were ef his houſheld, Farew:!,and then reſolued to come. 
For many never reſolue to obey their calling at any time, 
bur ſand backe with wily ſhifts, good for nothing but to 
He themſelues. So truely fouke Chriſt. No man com- 
weth to me( faith he) wnleſſe the Father draw him, Marke 
the word, (draw) asthough a man-were holden: backe of 
ſome Tyrant ( asof Satan : ) or wereef himſelfe ſo vn- 


Let vs make excuſes no longer,but pray vnto Gad to giue 
vs both to will,and power to-performe : for in himic is 
to performe both, | 


Gods Children,) hath cuer election going before ir (for 


| 


cetend lets, as that man did, who when eur Sauiourcal- | 


T he ſpecialland effeftuall calling ( a benefir proper to 


willing to come, thathe muſt be drawne and haled along, | - 


it | 


Luke 14, 


Phil.3. 
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| areclet, when as God doth by the preaching of the Goſc 


ripeage, Paxl ſomewhar late, and the theefe when he was 
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ir is the firlt fruic of ic, and comes next trom-ir)and chere- 
fore Paul {.ts our@alling next to predeſtination, This ſpes 
ciall and cfteCtuall calling takes place onely in them that 


pcl,call vs out of the kingdome ot Satan and finne, and 
(as it were)outofthis world of wickednetles,to the king. 
domeof Chrilt, of grace, and of light, ro be ofthe nuny. 
ber of his children, to be ſheepe of his fold. And here we 
aretonote, that od dothnot call ysall at one time, bur 
at ſundry times, as it ſhall pleaſe him to diſpenſe his grace 
vnto vs, as we may fce by his ſending of labourers at ſeue- 
rall houresinto his Viney ard. Someare ſanctified in their 
mothers wombe, and ſpeedily called and ſcent to their of» 
fices, as lohn Baptiſt in hisyouth, Peter when hee was of 


readic to be crucified, Before therimeof their calling they | 
wander in the valt ſolicude and wilderneſle of this world, 
nothing differing from other men in ourward ſhape, but 
in qualities andpmaners,and they being Chrilts ſheepe are 
ſo taued and guided by him, chat they cannot beeraken | 
from him, neither runne into the pitof deſtrution, This | 
efteQuall calling is wrought by the preaching of the 
Ward, and by theſe threemeanes :' | 
Firſt, God openerFand prepareth theeares, which are 
| the mouthes of the ſoule : the bodie hath but.one mouth 
| ro reeciue corporall nutriment, to ſuſtaine it, buc the ſoule 
| beingthe better part of man, hath ewo mouths, (I reane, 
his ewo cares) to recejue in food for it, which God ope- 
neth to that purpoſe: as Danid doth teachvs by his owne 
examp'e, ſaying, Sacrifice aud sfferings thou d:aft not defire, 
| for mine eares baſt thou prepared. 
; Secondly, attendance is giuen 40 that which is prea- 
; ched and taught: for he thar hath cares ro heare, is com- 
manded to heare, And the Prophet Eſay craucth and cal- 
leth for chis attendance, faying, Encline your earcs, and 
| Zraw neere, beare, and your ſoules ſhall line. 


—— 


| 
Thirdly, < 


-_ 


| 
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Thirdly, there followeth this preaching , cares ope- 
ning,and good attendance giuen, a wonderfull compuns | 
Rion and pricking of the heart, as it may appeare by the 
example of thoſe people that heard the Sermon of Peter, | 
who faid vnto Perer andthe other Apollles, Men aud bre- 
thren, What ſhall we doe? Well, Peter followed them fo 
carneſtiy (when he ſaw them comming) with good do- 
Arine and exhortarion, that he did win them, and there 
was addedjto the Church about three thoufand foulcs. 
But (beloued) norerhis, that there is euer much adoe, be- 
fore that the Law, comparcd to an hammer, can breake 
the knotric affetions of the heart,and ſocurric and make | 
the ground of mans heart fit to receine the ſeede of the 
Goſpel, and there plantfaich thar may purific it, But here 
(perhaps) ſome may defire to know, by what charaQers, 
markes, and {ignesa man may aſſure his ſoule, thathec is 

redeffinated te cternall life, that he may take comfort by 
this dotrine. For reſolution, marke this, which I haue 
penned for thy good. Iftheu ſeeſt thy finnes,and percei- 
uelt Gods wrath and anger ready to fall on thee for them, 
diſlikeſt them, art gricued for them, bewaileſt them, and 
heartily craueſt pardon for them,and beginneſt ro become 
anew man, continueſt with increaÞ in the faich of Icſus 
Chriſt, and doeſt ſecke after the kingdome of God, then 
no doubt thou art eleed, and effeQuually called, More- 
ouer, if thou art readie, asit were, with an Eccho, to an- 
{were to cuery thing that the Spirit of God ſhall endite, 
and the Preacher ſhall ſpeake truly out of Gods Booke, 
then thou art effectually called, Looke to Danids exam- 
ple, Pſal. 40. In the volume (or rolle) of thy booke, it is 


| written of me, that [ ſhould doethy will, O my God: I 
| am contentto dec it, or, Iamdclighted with it, yeathy 
Law is in my heart. Againe, God faid ro Dawid, Seeke ye 
my face : Dazids ſpirit, heart and-ſoule did an{were, Thy 
face, Lord, will I ſeeke. 


Many gee tothe Church to auoide the danger of the 
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Lawes, that they may not be preſented co'the ſpiritual 
courts, or come into the danger of the temporall Lawes, 
cx be noted of their neighbours to be houſe-lurdins at 
| home : bur not moucd with religion, pletic, or any good 
| deuotion, to pray, or any godly preparation to recelue the 
holy Communion. O carclefle fecuritie, and blind impic- 
tie-! frem the which the Lord deliver vs. I feare much, 
that chere are many temporizers, that gee to the Church 
to free themſclues from the danger of : a Lawes, or for 
company ſake. Theſe menare ſo farre from their effeQuall 
calling, as the Eaſt is from the Weſt. For cuery one that 
is but in the way to this, carrieth this reſolution, that 
whatſoeuer he heareth truly taught out of Gods Bookeghe 
will follow, He will not be an idle hearer, but. a doer of 
the Word, He will walke after the Lord, keepe his com- 
mandements, as much as in him lieth, and his Statutes 
wich all his hearr,as the people conſented to do,that heard 
Tofaithe king reade the Lawe ynto them. This gaodre- 
ſolution did the people make, which when Moſer had 
told themall the words of the Lord, ſaid : el tbe things. 
which the Lord hath ſaid, will we doe, And ſo ought cuery 
man and woman be reſolucd: In which good reſolution, 
O God, ſettle vs all tgy thy mercies ſake. But here it may 
be (O Chriſtian Reader) that youdeſireto know , what 
{ maner of calling this Steward had, which was fo grieuouſ- 
| ly accuſed to his Maſter. To this I anſwere : His calling 
; was neither of the former, but fearefull, and very diſcon- 
| {olate, a ſudden,and vnexpetted calling to reckoning after 
| manifeſt crimes, and falſe dealings agaipſt his Maſter; and 
| pon the ſame an account taken, and he found faultic, ex- 
| ulſion, and finall departure from his office for cuer fol- 


order and faſhien of great men in this world, which when 
they find their ſervants vniuſt, will preſently call them to 


account, and fct them packing, This is a great lotle-to 


poore ſeruants,that haue nothing but their ſervice to truſt | 
vntos, 


D— 


owing. This Stewards Maſter dealt with him after the | 


| 
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ynto., But this Stewards lo{lJe went beyond all common 
ſeruants lotles: for ic was of ſeruice, goods, life preſenc, 
and thelife to come: from all which wicked men depart, 
as the rich man, Luk, 12,and the rich Glutton, Luk 16, 

Thus much of his calling. Next, of his reprchenfon or 
increpation, in theſe words : 


How commeth it to paſſe, that I heare this of thee ? 


Theſe words giue ſingular inſtrutions to all forts of 
people, taken 3 literally and plainely, 
or 


Allegorically. 

If you take them plainely, asthe words are,and vnder- 
ſtand by the rich man, any Magiſtrate whatſocucr :and by 
the Steward er ſeruant, the ſubie.; Or by the rich man, 
any great Maſter; and by the ſcruant , them that ſerve in 
his houſe, They giue foure inftruftions and infermations 
to theſe great men of authoricie, 

Firſt, that they may not couer ſinnes and enormious 


offences, but ought to reproue and corre them, neither | 


ſpare the rod, and ſword, and deale too gently, like o:d 
Eli, when faults are committed, For Magiſtrates are ſer 
] ouer the people, for the puniſhment of cuill doers,and for 
the praiſe of them that doe well. 

Secondly, they ought to enquire ont the truth of the 
fame, and examine the matter diligently, Which thing 
weare taught by the cxample of the beſt, even God him- 


ſelfe, concerning the cry, and exceedin gm ſinne of 
Sodom and Gomorrha: for thus the Lord ſaid, 7will go down 
wow, aud ſee whether they have done altogether according to 
that cry which is come vuto me ; and if not, that I may know, 
This /ob reported that he did : [was «father (faith he) wn- 
#0 the poore, and when 1 knew not the canſe, 1 ſought it ont di- 


Sdigently, 


i 


newes, 
(when 


Thirdly, the accuſers of the true bringers of the 
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| called the workes of darkne(le, becauſe they preceed frem 


| nelle , and leade men to extrerre darkeneſle) yetallare 
| knowne of the omniſcient God, the all-ſceing God, the 
| ſezrcher of the heart and reines, who is totws anrimi, teins 
| ae, knowing, ſeeing, and foreſecing all chings. Which 


(when the truth is knowne) are notalwales to be diſclo. 
ſed and vrtered co them that are accuſed, for feare of dil- 
ſentionand debate, For here he faith not: This man or 
chat inan told me : but he ſpake indefinitely,ſaying, How 
commeth it to paſſe, that I beare this of thee? He would not 
ſecthe fellow ſcruants together by the eares, but would 
maintaine charitie, the bond of all perfeRion, Col. 3.14. 

Fourthly, he diſcloſerh not openly te others, the prin. 
cipall point whereof the Steward was accuſcd,to cauſe 
murimuring, but calleth himyvnte him privily, and telleth | 
him priuately of the euill repert that went of him, ſaying, 
How commeth it to paſſe that [ beare this of thee ? following | 
the ſweet, charitable, and wholcſome counſel and advice 
of our Sauiour, teaching vsthus : Jf thy brother treſpaſſe 4« 
gainſt thee, goe and tell him his fault betweene thee and him 
alone : if he Fa thee, thou haſt wonne thy brether, 


How commeth it to paſſe that I heave this of thee? 


Theſe words (as I faid before) being taken allegorical- 
ly, containing aliud verbrr, alind ſenſu, ſpeaking of a rich 
man, and yet meaning God; and ſpeaking of a rich mans 
Steward, and yet vnder{tanding all mankind, a large col- 
lctiuveor Nowne ef multicude, doe giue vs to notetwo 
things worthy all godly mensconſiderations : 

Firſt, that eur faults are not hid from the Lord. 

Secondly, that the Lord is diſpleaſed with them. 

Mans faults are not hid from che Lord: bur-although 
man worketh them neuer ſo ſecretly 8nd cloſely , which 
wicked men {till affe&t, (for which cauſe their workes are 


the darknelle of mans vnderſtandirg, are done in Gark- 


things 
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thing who will be ſo mad as to deny ? ſceing that the 
| Pſalmegraph truly and reuerepdly relleth God fo. ſaying, 


| O Lordgthon haſt ſearched me ou! and knowne me, thou know- 


| eft my downe-firting and mine vpriſmg, thou vrderſtandeſt 
: my thoughts long before, and that is moltofall. He holdeth 
| onin his ſpeech , and ſpeaketh further, ſaying, Thowart 


| about my path, and about my bed, and ſpieſt ont all my wayes. 
| He ſeerh euery thing that is done on the face of the earth : 
| For his eyesare like a flame of fire, they are molt clearc 
and bright, and ncuer ſlecpe. Hee l9oketh downe wpon the 
< children of men, to ſee if there were any that would unaer(tand 
| and ſeckg after God. He ſeeth both good and evill: teras 
| Dauid hath , T he eyes of the Lord are oer the righteous, and 
| bis eares are open unto their prayers. Againe, The face ofthe 
| Lord is againſt them that doe thill, to cut off their remems« 
| brance from off the earth. And this we may perſwade our 
| ſelues to be true, b:cauſe heis theonely true Vbiquiraric, 
| preſent cucry where wich his Spirit, and from whoſe pre- 
ſence no man can flie. And therefore the Pſalmilt by way 
of interrogation ſpeaketh thus vnuto God: Whither ſhall / 
goe then from thy Spirit ? or whuher ſhall I goe then fromthy 
preſence ? If I climbe yp; into beanen, thou art there ; if I goe 
dawne to hell, thou art there alſs: If I takg, the wings of the 
morning, and remaine inthe vitermoſt parts of the ſea, euen 
there alſo fhall thine hand leade me, and thy right band ſhall 
hold me. If | ſay, ptradugnture the darkneſſe (hall coer mee, 
then ſhall my n1ght be turned to day: , yea the darkeneſſe is no 
darknefſe with thee, but the night is as cleare as the day ;the 
darkueſſe and light tothee are both alibe, No man then can 
hide himſclte trom the Lord, no place is fit : For thowgh 
they digge downe to bell, ſaith the Lord, thence ſhall my band 
take them; thewgh they clmbe vp to the heanens, thence will 1 
bring them downe ; though they hide themſelues tw the top of 
Carmel, I will ſearch them, and take them out thence; though 
they be hid from my fight in the bottome of the ſea, thence will 
1 command the ſerpent, and he ſhall bite them, The wicked 
| x Steward 
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2, Sam, 16. 


Steward cannet then flce from the Lord, his cauſe muſt 
cometo the hearing of his Maſter, he mult endure ſharpe 
reprchenſion, (trift examination,and ceme to an account, 
as after, If the vniuſt Steward, the cuill man, the theefe, 
2dulrerer, and ſuch like effenders, were perſwaded that 
God did hearc of cheir miſdemcanors, and cuill carriages, | 
or that he did looke ypon them , when they perpetrated 
their wickednelles, me thinkes it ſhould bea great terrour 
and ſhame ynto them. If anctrthly Prince, a Noble man, 
a Maſter, or a Magiſtrate ſhould looke vpen a man, and 
ſec him deale falſely and vaiuſtly, or otherwilc to play the | 
filthy adulterer, would it not make man to tremble, Ine 
and to be aſhamed? How imuch more then to conſider, 
chac the King of kings, and Lord ef lerds, the high Ma- | 
[ter, Magiſtrate and Tudge of all doth hearcof his ſinnes, 
and looke ypon hu finfull and filchic fats. Let vsall bee 
aſhamed to commir ſinne, and not be like Abſolow , who 
ſhamed not ts lie with his fathers concubines in the 0 
Sunne, in the top ofthe houſe, cuenin the ſight of all If. 
rael : for the Lord heareth, ſeeth, and knoweth all the (ins 
ef man, This wicked Steward before he was accuſed,cal. 
led, and reprehended, and brought to account , was per» 
ſwaded that the Lord had notintelligence of his falſhood : 
but how much was he deceiued? For herethe Lord faith, 
How commeth it to paſſe that I heare this of thee ? Thercarc 
three fooliſh and yaine conceirs ſuggeſted of Satan,which 
embolden a wicked man in the perpetratjon df his wic- 
kedneſles : he 
x. They thinke that the Lord ncither ſeeth, nor 
kneweth their wickednetfes. 

2. Hee puniſheth not ſtraight, but either delayeth 
long, or puntſheth not at all, 

3. IftheLord knoweth mans faults , yet he concea- 
leth them,&c. 
Concerning the firft vaine conceit , concerning the 


Lordsnot ſceing, and not knowing their ſinnes, how fri- 


uolous 
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md, which committed adulterieand mnrther,and preſenc. 
ly the Lord ſaw it, knew it. and it was.evill in his ſight, 
and ſent Nathan the Prophet to reprouc him, who beldly 
| layd his great (innes to his charge. The ſecond example,of 
Abah that vile king of Iſracl,and /ezabel his queene, worſe 
chen himſcife, an inftigatrix of his cuils: (as Ewe was to A- 


pointin a word : The Lord did bid [ob write to the An- 
gels, that is to ay, che Miniſters of the ſeuen Churches: 
1 know thy workes, | | 

The ſecond vaine conceit ſuggeſted of Satan, is, The 
Lord puniſheth net (traight, nor preſently , but ſuffereth 
the yngodly Steward to flouriſh, To which Ianfwere: 


conſciences, neitherare, nor can be durable; they flouriſh 
but for a time, and in the middeft of them are taken away. 
David, a man afrer Gods owne heart , ſaw-that by his 
owne experience, and therefore ſaid , 7 my ſelfe hane ſcene 
the vngodly in great proſperity ,and flouriſhing like a greene bay 


' tree, and I went by, and lee, bewas gone, 1 ſought him, and 


| bis place conld no where be fomnd. Therefore fret not thy ſelfe 
becauſe of the vngodly, neither be thou ennious againſt the enil 
doers : for he ſhall ſoone be cut downe likg the greene grafſe, 
and be withered like the greene berbe. For the Lord doth ſet 
thews in [lippery places, and at laft cafteth them downe to deſo- 
lation, ſuddenly doe they conſume, periſh, and come to afeare- 
fallend. What plainer example, to this purpoſe, can bee 
produced, then that of the rich man, whoin the middeſt 
of his proſperitic and worldly pleaſures, heard this _ 

ull 


J— — — 


uolous and impious it is, this place doth proue: for here | 
the Lord faith, How commeth it to paſſe that I heare this of | 
thee? The Maſter therefore heard it,and had notice of all. | 
Although (1 hope) that I have ſpoken ſufficiently of this | 
point , yer 1 beſcech you hearken to two examples, to | 
ground you throughly in this point, The firſt is, of Da- 


dam) when they had wrought poore Naboths death, the | 
Lord knew it, and ſent Elias te rebuke him. Toend this 


Thar the pleaſures of the wicked beeing taken with evill 
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full voicc: T how foole,this night will they fetch away fro thee 
thy ſoule :then whoſe ſhall theſe things be which thou haſt pro- 
| #rded ? Sothat, whereas they haue been fed fat in the great 
| and large orecnc paltures of pleaſures, walting their Ma- 
| ſters goods,as this bad Steward did, yer all endeth in for- 
| row, cuen as the fat Oxc, after his pleaſant feeding,com. 
' mcth tocheſlaughter ; andtheend of theſe js contulion, 
For cuenasa Snayleby lictle and alittle, creepeth vp from 
the reot ofan Hearbe, vnto the top,and as ſhe gocth,con. 
ſumeth che Leaues, and leaucch her nothing bur foule and 
filthy ſlimy (ſteps :ſo likewiſe luſt and pare, if WEE .COn- 
ſcat ynts them, will creepe into our ſoules , and will de- 
priuc them of all ornaments of vertue, and will leaue be- 
hinde nothing, buta foule filthy conſcience,& reproach, 


+-;| to vs andour poftcricie, 


The third vaine conceit , ſuggeſted of Saran, is the 
Lords tacicurnitic, For although he knoweth cuery finne, 
when the world doth net; yet for a time hee holdeth his 
peace, and it commeth not out to the eycs of the world. 
The impure perſsn finneth,and ſe doth the Theefe and 0- 


| | ther offenders ; the Lord hearcth of ic,and ſecth it, and yer 


for a time (it may be) neither ſpeaketh,nor puniſketh. Bur 
this lilence is tewporarie, And thereforethe Palmilt crue- 
ly ſaid, Our Lord will come,and will not keep filence, And the 
tims alſo will come, that euery mans worke ſhall be made 
| manifelt.  Andthe Lord will lighten the hidden things 
of darkneſlc, and open the counſels of the heart, and then 
the madnes of the wicked ſhall be manifeſted to all men. 
This do@trine teacheth vs, that the time will come, when 
all things ſhall be made knowne : although Satan, inthe 
meane time, worke neuer ſo crnningly, to deceiue men; 
and ſers counterfer colours; and falſe ſhewes ypon cucry 
linfullaction of man, being moreskilfull herein, then any 
Dyer is, in ſetting colours vpon his cloth, For wee hauc 
bur few Dyers that can ſet any Dye or colour vpon a 
cloch,and pleaſe the owner inthe colour that he hath moſt 


—_— 


| 


| 
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mine * 


minde vnto : the Divell can doe ic in ſuggeſting ſinne to a | 
wicked man. Firſt,he plumerh, ſounder 
| nature, vnto what ſinache is moſtinclined, andeffereth 
the ſame (inne ynto man, and then he ſers another colour | 
ypon the ſame finne. As for example, if a man is inclined 
to adultery and vncleannelle , heecalleth the ſame,touches 
and prankes incident to youth; and couetouſnelle, he cal- 
lech honeſt prouifionfor a mans ſelfe and his. Cypriaw 
faith, DiaÞ$/nr, qnendo decipere quen Ham quarit , prifis na- 
mram vninſcuinſque intendit, & inde apphcat , unde aptuns 
hominem ad peccandum inſpexerit : that is, When the Dinell 
goeth abomt to deceine any man, firſt be findeth ont bit nature , 
and then miniftrth unto bim that finne, wherennto he findes 
bim moſt inclined, Whenthe Diuell wear about to deceiue 
eur firſt Parents,hetold them that they ſhould be as gods, 


chem, and offering a pleaſanefruic withall, David hee de- 
ceiued with his pleaſing ſinne, wantonnefſe: 4bab vvith 
couetouſnelTe: Pharaoh his heart hee hardened with lying 
words : The Heathens with vaiucrfalities, and antiquities, 
Tocondlude, no ſhifts, no crafts , no deceies, butthey are 
knownevnto him,and put in praftice by him, andin the 
cunningeſt faſhion thacmay be, | 

How commeth it to paſſe that I heare this of thee? Theſe 
words, asI faid, doealſfo teach that the Lord is diſpleaſed 
with the ſinnes -o ” bad CO br —_— ee ay | 
man. For ecretly,and openly doc include an | 
a kinde of pos mo” andincrepation, as Seth bn 
ſhould ſay, Why haſt thou dealt falſely in thy-Steward- 
ſhip, and gotten thee ſo illa report ? Thou art worthy to 
be blamed for thy perfidiouinefle and treacherie. The 
conſideration whereof, ſhould make ys to flee from ſinne 
and wickednes, as fromthe ſting and poiſon ef a Serpent. 
| For who would trate & commit thoſe things which 
diſpleaſe his Lord and Mafter: The Pfalmograph faith , 
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& findeth mans | 


knowing but good andcuill, pretending friend ſhip ynto | 
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| clous,and mercifull-ynto man, till ſinne doth domineere 
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men, Againc hee faith : 7 hate the ſnes of vnfaithfulveſſe, 
there ſhall uo ſnchcleane unto me. 


I. Comminations and threatuings in 
the Scriptures, 


— bore —_ 2, Sinne breaketh friendſhip between | | 
God molt perfeRly j _ _ - 
hateth ſinne, and al La Goa nener ſine, e ener | 
manner of naughti- | procured ity he defireth it not, wor. 
nelle | alloweth it. TT 
; 4+ The Lords puoniſpments infufted} 
vpon ſinners. | 


Asceuchingthe firſt, the Lords threatnings and com-| 
minations : wee may eaſily perſwade our ſcluesrhac God | 
deteſterh (inne; becauſe he fo horribly,and fearfully chun- | 
dercth out melt dreadfull fentences apainſt ſinners, ſuch | 
as theſe, . Now alſo ts the Axe put totheroore of the Trees : 
therefore Exery Tree which bringeth-not forth good fruit , 6) 
bewne downe,and caft-into the fire* Againe, Theſonle that | 
ftnneth, ſhall dye the death, And that yaying of Pawl. The 
reward of finne , 1s death. Tribulation and angniſh ſhall bee| 
vpn the foule of enery one that doth ewill, All which, and 
many other ſuch terrible ſayings arc true, andin force, a- 
gainſt all impenicenc faithlefle perſons, 

Secondly,finne breaketh friendſhip berweene Godand-: 
Man : and therefore muſt needs be moſt diſpleaſing vnto- 
God, If ewe are deare friends, and love one another en- 
tircly,and are loth tolive at variance : If theſe fall at vari- 
ance, then we make no doubt but that, that which break- 
eth friendſhip,is moſt diſpleaſing vnto him, which forſa- 
keth his old friend; Now God is moſt loving,kinde,gra- 


and raigne in his body,and then man breaking, and trea- | 
cheroully dealing;{inning,and offending his God , there 


i ” 


is 2 preſcnt ſeparation, as Eſ#y.doth teſtitie. Bebo/d, faich 


he,.| 


YPIEEIEEEIENY 


| The Stewards laſt account. | 
| he, the hand of the Lord ts not ſo fhortned, but that it Can ſane, 


nor his eare ſo anll, but that it can heare : But your miguitres 
dee makg 4 ſeparation betweene you and your God ; and your 
ſinnes doe make him to hide his face from you, and not heare ; 
for your hands are defiled with bloud, and your fingers with 
erwelty ; your lips do ſpeak that which is falſe,ard your tongue 
doth ſpeake frowardneſſe. Note,] beſcech you,the cauic of 
che breach of friendſhip, and falling our berweene God 
and the people : Their ſinnes, their iniquities. This is allo 
| proucd by thoſe ſpecches that Samnelvied ro Saul. Thew 
haſt (ſaid he) caſt away the words of the Lord : therefore the 
Lord hath caſt away thee. Where it is proued, that the 
cauſe of Sau/s abietion, was his owne wilfull rcieftionof 
 Godand his Word firſt, | 
| Thirdly, Ged never made (inne : Fer he faw all things 
{that he had made,Gc loe they were very good. He appro- 
ueth icnot, nor diowerk che perpetration of ic, but threat- 
neth deſtruftion tothe Lyer aud Doer of wickednes : For 
his heart abhorreth ſuch, Pſal.5. 4, 5,6. where the Pro- 
-Pher ſpeaketh vnts God, thus : Thow art not 4 God that lo- 
weth wickedneſſe : neither ſhall exill dwell withthee. The foo- 
lifh ſhall not ftand in thy fight : for thou bateft alltbem that 
worke iniquity. Thow ſhalt deftroy them that ſpeaks hes : the 
Lord will abhorre the blowudy man and deceitfull. As hee is | 


.ouſnctſe,and haterh finne in cuery placeand perſon, 

Fourrhly, the juſt iudgements and puniſhments which 
GOD inflieth vpenthe wicked 'for ſirne, manifeſtly 
proue that he is diſpleaſed with the ſame, Hee ſpared nor 
Davida King and a Prophet for Adultery and Murther ; 
neither the Sichemices and Beniamites,for rauiſhing Dina 
[che Daughter of [acob, nor Abſalons for treaſon, nor Saul 
for tyrannie,nor Rehoboam, [eroboam, Sennacherib for cru- 


elty : Herod, Nebuchadnez.zar, Lucifer for pride : Pharaoh 


i\not Adamand Eva for cating a forbidden fruit,, and ma- 


rightcous,and void ef iniquitie: So hee allowerth righte- [ 


6 < 


1.,59am.15.23. 


Gen.1.31. 


Pſal.92.15 + 


o increduliticand hardneſſcof his heart. Hee pardoned 
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king by the ſame all mankinde ſinners by tainture , bur 
caſt them out of Paradiſe: he ſpared not the poore wrerch 
for gathering ſtickes on the Sabbath day : Hee ſpared nor 
Ananias and Saphira for lying and with-holding part of 
their owne goods from the Apoliles : He ſpared not Hic- 
| ruſalem,no nor the very Angelsthat ſinned, but caſt them 
downe, and deliuered them into chaines of darknelſle, to 
bee kept ynto iudgement, To conclude, hee ſparcd not 


- | Chriſt Ieſus hisdeare Sonne, but our finnes becing impu» 


ted ro him, he laid the puniſhment alſe vpon him, both in 

his body,and alſo his ſoule, whoſc bloudy wounds and 

paincs were ſufficient co ſaueall, burcfficient, and effeu- 

all. onely, to redecmeall the ſoulcs and bodics of his cele& 

and faithfull. Therefore ſeeing that we know that he left 

no linne vnpunithed in the ynrepentant in all former a- 

ges:: but ſceing,hearing,and knowing them all,as wel the 
offcnder$,as-their offences, ſtraightwayes armed himlſelfe 
with juſtice and judgement, and puniſhed them molt ſe- 

uerely, We may aſſure our ſelues, that he having perfet 
knowledge and notice of all our miſdemcanours , and 
manifold tranſgreſſions , perpetrated againft his diuine 
. Maieſtie, will not ſpare vs, but will reprchend-'ys, and fay 

vate cuery varepentantand bad Steward.: How commer 
it to paſſethat I beare this of thee ? and preſently will call vs 
co account. Which is the fourth point, whercin the la- 
——aga eftate of a bad Steward, a wicked man con« 
lilteth, <4} 


The end of the third Sermon. 
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Come render acconnt, &c, 


WY ſtowerh vpon the good Stewards, are in 
© number infinite, in dignity cxcellent,and in 
& a meaſure incomprehenſible : and as the an- 

cient Father hath, Beneficia Dei omnibus ho- 
ris conſideranda, For who is able to expretle ro the fullche 
happy ſtate of that Steward,to whom itisfaid of himthar 
never dillembleth, nor dcludeth ? O well dowe, thow good 
and faithfull ſernant, thou haſt beene faithfall is little , [ will 
make thee Ruler oner mnch : enter into thy Maſters ioy.So on 
the contrary, no man can expreſſcto the full, the lamenta- 
ble eſtate of an euill Steward, and vnprofitable feruant, to 
whom it will be ſaid of the true Iudge: Caſt char vnprofo- 
table ſeruant into viter darkneſſe : there ſhall bee weeping 
and guaſhing of teeth : two bad diſhes to come in at the 
laſt; where the fir{t diſh —_ the ſecond gnaſh- 
ing of teeth. And tothis paſle is this bad Steward come: 
before him is precipitinas,, aplaceto fall downe forward : 
bchinde him 1s, occipitinms, a place to fall downe back- 
ward: onthe one fide, Scilla; onthe other ſide , Charyb- 


E285 the benefits which our good G o » be-| 


Chyfoft 


Math.z5. 


di, ſo that hecan flee no way without great'danger. He 
| K 3 muſt 


; Mar 25.32. 


\ higheſt then the lowelt : bur as when men put gold and: 


| got into hell-fire. The 


them in Sheauesto be burnt : which is, pane ſenſms : ” 
cn 
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mult needs itand till, and indure all hazzards and perils , 
and come to hs account; co che truc audit. For now hee 
| mult take his vitimum vale, bislaft farewell, and ſing his 
dolcfull and everlaſting evenſong. Such agreat and herri« 
bleday is come, as the. Prophet ſpeaketh'of : Tea rhe day 
ſpall burne like an Oner. Bur firſt the account ſhall be taken; 
For asa Prince and Nobleman, when hetaketh a diſlike of 
his Steward, firft reckoneth with him, and then pucterh 
{him ourof his Office. So this Rich man is here ſaid to 
deale with his Steward,and Chriſt with all, at thelaft day, 
yea, his account ſhall bee more exattly and accurately 
taken, then ofany.ether in this world. For he is God the 
'Searcherof the heart, and according to the ſame hee will 
iudge righteouſly , hauing no reſpeR nor regard to any 
mans perſon. For before him the King and the Begger is 
{all one, when he ſhall cometo take an 8ccount, and ivdge, 
chen Scepters and Shepheards ſhall be all one z Princes and 
Peſants ; noble, and ignoble; yea, the very King and the 
'Begger ſhall befellowes : no betterregarded ſhall bee the 


filuerintoa bagge, many pieces are ſhuffled, together and 
yet the beſt may be the loweſt: So willic bee at this gene-! 
rall audit. Ifche grearcſt men of this world arethe worſt, 
{in faich,and godly life, and converſation, there will be no 
|partiality vſed by the Iudge, but they ſhall be tumbled co | 
the bottome of the pit, as ſoone as the peoreſt delinquent 
in the world. For when our Lord ſhall come with his he- | 
ly Angels, to cakean acceunt, and iudge the world, all 
arealike. For jf greatmen and meanc perſons are in the 
fame ſinne, they ſhall be bound together, and caſt as a gr 

rious Angels at the ar» 
5 4 red wde the 


ifſhment.6f } 


ueſt ſhall Grſt gather the Tares, ſeparati 
Wheat: hdde acne deat ebects, = | 
chat a man Joſcth, a plaine priuation ef God, and allrhat is 
goed, Angels, Saints, Friends; and then they ſhall binde 
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ſenſe of puniſhment, as it werea poſſe ſ5ion of Hell,and all 
chatis euill, Ludo/phns thinketh that they ſhall not bee 
boundall inone, but in many Faggots. An Adulcerer 
| wich an Adulcerctlc ſhall make ene Faggot, a Drunkard 


they ſhall not bee bound together that have commited di- 
Rin&t and {cuerall finnes, neither according tothe great- 
nefle of cheir Perſons, as King and King together , 
rich and rich , baſe and baſe. But as there are ſeucrall. 
finnes , fo ſeuerall Sheaues : and all this ſhall bee done 
without reſpe&t of perſon. This 'acceunt ſhall bee 
taken net onely of cxtervall things , buralſo of internall : 
that is te ſay, beth of bodicsand foules. No man can ex- 
cuſe him(ſelfe,or vic any cunning to deceiue, as befere an 
earthly Tudge ; burcuery man ſhall appeare rightly as he is, 
For Chri(t (ro whom the Father hath giuen all judge- 
ment) will reſpe& no-man for his purſe ſake, nor friends, 
Therefore ler vs deale (incerely rowards Ged and Man, 
knowing that we fhall be called te account molt ſtriftly , 
and accurately, for cucry idle word, much more for every 
wicked deed : and becauſe a good conſcienceis a perpe- 
tuall and belt ſaperſedeas in this point :let vs follow the ex- 
ample of Paw, who ſaid, that in this hee excrcifſed him- 
_ that he might haue a good conſcience towards God 
and men, 


theſe things. Repent, reuerr, and turne ynte the Lord. 


being fraile, vaine, weake, naked miſerable, filthy,and hor- 
rible? A man that hath imperfections in his eyes , cannot 
leoke onthe brighrneſle of the Sunne. And how canſt 


nelle Chriſt Jeſus ? Repent, and belecue, and thou ſhale 
lsok vpen him,otherwiſe thou ſhalt be reieRed. For asthe 
Eagle,when ſhe hath yong ones, taketh them our of the 


nelt, 


wictha Drunkard another faggot , &c. Heethinketh that | 


Tremble and quake ( © ſinner) at the cogiration of | 


For what artthou to ſtand in the preſence of this Iudge ; | 


thou be perſwaded, that thou being an Infidell, fraile, and} 
full of blemiſhes, ſhalt looke ypon the Sunne of righteouſe| 
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jm 
| ſhall bee preſerued ar this generall and great Aſsize,and 
| they that cannot, ſhall bee rumbled downe tothe pit of 
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neſt, and ſuchascin looke on the Sunne, them ſhe kee- 
h zand ſuch as cannor,ſhe caſterh away : Euen fo, they 
that with theeyes of their Faich, leoke on Ieſus Chriſt, 


dicion. 

Bur becauſe ſecureand careleſſe men , Epicuresand A- 
theifts,deny this great and (tri account tha ſhall bee 2a» 
ken ar thelalt Day, according to Saint Peters prediftion, 
which telleth-ys, that in the laſt dayes, there ſhall come 
mockers of Chriſts coming to Iudgemenc to take this ac= 
count: And theſeare the Fi dayes, in which wee ſee by 


-” 


# 


| 


many workes of the wicked, living in Atheiſme and Epi- 
curiſme, that they are ſe perſwaded, and differ nothing(as 


appearcth) from the wicked iudgement of Panixs Terti- |. 


« the Pope, who when there wasa ſpeech made yato him 
of this accountat the laſt Iudgement, ſaid ynto Cardinall 
Bembus ::O Bembe, Bembe, quantum nobic profuit fabula de 
Chrifto | making this dorinea fabulous thing, There- 
fore (the moreis the pitty ) the queſtion ( Av fit?) whe» 


ther there is any laſtiudgement, is moſt meceſlary to bee | - 
diſculſcd, and ſpoken of. Which whiles I endeuouraf- | 
firmatiuely to.prouec , I beſcech you wichoue partialicie, | 


lend mee-your yeelding reſolutions yato the truth , as ir 
ſhall be proued. And - 


— Si tu quidreFtins iſtis, | 
Candidns imperti, 6 non, bis viere mecuns. | 
If better then theſe, thou halt in ſtore, | 
Let vs have part, and ſay ne more: 
Butif thine owne doc thee not pleaſe, 
Vſe that I hauc, and reſt at caſe. 


Thefirſtproofeis the Word of God, ancternall an in- 
fallible cruch, as our Saviour deth witnefle, ſpeaking thus 
to his Father amainrainer gf it : Serave ts eff _— thy 

or 


mpmm__— 
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| 


A 


| 
| 
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bunſelfe ſhall deſcend from Heanenwith a ſhout , and with the 
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Word isthe Truth, Enochthe ſcuenth from «Adam pre- 
pheſicd, prophelicd of this day of the Lords comming to 
take anaccount, ſaying , Bebold, the Lord commeth with 
thouſands of Samts, 10 gine inagement again( all men, axd1o 
rebuke all that are ungodly among them , of all their wicked 
deeds which they have vngodlily committed: and of all their 
cruell ſpeakings , which wngodly fpuners bane ſpokgu againſt 
bim. ln which place,the Lordscomming to judgement is | 
plainely faretold : and becauſe it is athing certaine and 
ſure ro be, therefore hee ſpeakethin the preſent Tenſe, 
and ſaid: Bebo{d, the Lord commeth. And fo the high Iudge 
himſelfe ſpeakerh, ſaying, Behold, / come as 4 Theefe, ſpea- 
king in the preſent Tenſe ( as before) and not in the fu- 
cure Tenſe, ſaying, / will come. And Peter reporteth , 
that che highIndge,our Saviour Teſus Chriſt, commanded 
him, and the other Apoſtles, to .preach vnto the people, 
and toteltifie;thatiris hezrhat is ordained of God,aJudge | 
of quicke and dead. And Paw! prepareth men by repen- 
tance againſt char Day, ſaying : Now hce admoniſheth all 
men ceucry Where to repent ;zt becauſe hee hath appointed 
aday, in the which he will iudgerhe world in rightcouſ 
nelle, &c. Theſame Paw! affurethws, that wee all muſt 
appeare before the Iudgement ſeat of Chriſt, that every 
man may recciue the things which are done in his body, 


{ 


according to that he hath done, whether it bee good or | 


euill. The ſame Apoſtle molt plainely fetreth downe the 
orderand manner of the Lords deſcenfion from Heaven + 
td doe this weighty buſineſle, when as he faith, The Lord 


voice of the eArchangell and with the Trumpet of God: Aud 
the.dead im Chriſt ſhal riſe firſt : then we which l:ue & remaine, 
ſhalt bee caught vp withthem alſo in the clouds , to ment the 
Lord in the Aire : and ſofball we ener be wth the Lord. This 
comming of our Sauiourro judge , and to take this ac- 


count, was foretold of the Angels, w ho ffanding by him | 
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when hee aſcended inte Heauen , and keing the men of 
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| a Divinethe learned Philoſopher avmed and leuelled ar 
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| Galilee gazing after him, ſaid, T his zefus which is taken 
vp from you, ſhall ſo come, as ye haue ſeene [im goe intg 
hcauen. And how can we doubc hereof, ſecing that our 
Sauiour himſelfe, cuen the high Iudge , forctheweth the 


Mar.27.& 25. ſame? And Saint Mathew lertcth-downe the order and 


| maner of this Iudgemear fo plainely, that no man, led by 
'| the Spirit of God , can once mutter againſt his doQtrine, 
The ſecond proofe is taken from che end ynto which 
mankind was made'of God, God necetlarily obtaineth 
his end. And this was the end for which he made man. 
kind, that he might be his Image,and bis cternall Temple 
wherein he might and ſhould be celebrated : to whom 
he might *communicate himſelfe , his chiefe wiſcdome, 
| goodnelle, rightcouſnelle, and felicitie; which felicitic 
1s-part ofthe Image of God,bur thisis deſiroyed and defa- 
ced ofthe Deuill: Therefore God, whichis [trongerthen- 
the Deuill, will reftore it. And although the end for which 
man was made, is hindred diuers-wayes in this life, yet 
the I.ord once Willattaine vntoit, Wherefore there muſt 
of neceſſitic once be a change, andan adiudging vnco the 
ame end. And here it is admirable to conlider, how like 


this marke and matter : For thus hee ſaid, Ueriſmile eff 
hominems ad. has miſerias non eſſe conditums , ſed & longe ve- 
riſcimun eft, preftantiſiimam creaturam omninm, ad melia- 
rem finem conditam eſſe :' That is to fay, Itis liketo be true, 
that man was not made to exidure theſe miſeries, but ra- 
ther tt is farre molt crue,that the moſtexcellent creature of 
all was made toa better end. 

The third proofe is taken from the righteouſneſle of 
God, his goodnctleand diuine truth , which require that 
the godly ſhould be perfely well, and che wicked per- 
| feQly euill, and this fallech not out ſo many times in this 
life. For here we ſee the wicked many times flourifh with 
all worldly proſperitic, according to Daxids report, and 
the example of che rich Glutton. Therefore there mult: 


be 
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another life, wherein this juſtice of God may appeare, 
that both bedicsand ſoules, as they haue beene idynt par- 
takers of goed ations and bad, may haue cithgr ioy and 
comfort, or paine, terrour, and diſcomforts; the wicked 
| may hauec tribulation, the gedly,reſt. And the incheation 
of this, ſhall be at this day and time : as Pax! prooveth, 
where he comforteth the Church of the Thellalonians, 
ſhewing, that their perſecuters ſhall beafflited, and eucr- 
| laſtingly puniſhed at this day and tigne, and the godly re- | 
warded, The words are theſe : 7t ira righteowns thing with | 2.Theſſa, 6,7, 
Gaod,torecompence tribulation to them that trouble you, and to  $,9,10. 

2 which are troubled, reſt with 1s , when the Lord leſus ſhall | 
ſhew himſelfe from heanen, with his mighty e Angels , in fla- 
ming fire, rendring vengeance to them that doe not know God, 
and which obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Teſus Chrift , which | 
ſhall be puniſhed with enerlaſting perdition. from the preſence of | 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power, when be [hall come 
to be glorified in his Samts, and to be made marxucilous in all 
them that beleene. Abrabam,in his cenference which hee | 
had wich therich Glutton tormented in hell, ſpeaketh ro 
this purpoſe whenhe ſaid : Remember that thon in thy life |, _ 
time receiueaſt thy pleaſures, and likewiſe Lazarus paines, now | P ” 
therefore ts he comforted, and thou art tormented. | 

The fourth reaſon ſtanding for proofe, may bedrawne 

' from Chriſts glory : that ashe was diſhonoured ar his fic(l 
comming in the fleſh, wonderfully abaſed, diſgraced, and 
| humbled : ſoar his ſecond comming, hee ſhall zppeare in | 
 glorie, Marth, 25.31. | 
| The fiftreaſon which the ancient Father ſerreth down | 
in (tcad of a proofe, is probable; and it is taken from the 
| Rainbow : in which are two colours, cernlews, ſeu a; mers | 
' color; & prerpurens , ſen igneus color, The gray and watrie| 
| colour, and che purpleor fiery colour, Ceralens [ex aqnens | 
| color, inaicat munduns 471 diluvi per fſe ; & eo mods ntn- | 
quam deinceps deleturum iri. T hat is, the gray or watry | 


colour doth ſhew, that the world periſhed with the wa» 
L x ters | 


P_ 
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| Tudgement ſhall paſſegway,and be purged with fire. And 
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1 which were foretold of the Prophets, of Chriſt, andthe 
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| ters of the Flood, and never after ſhall be deſtroyed after 
thatmanner.. That is proucd,Ger. 9,whereitis faid, That 
God ſet the Rainbow in the $kie, as a true externall (igne, 
that the carth ſhall neuer be ouertlowne againe with the 
waters ofa Floud. Now the other colour, purparens ſer 
| 1gwens color fignificat mundnnz acinceps m extremo indicioigne 
tranſturum ; Thatis to ſay, The purple or herie colour 
doth ſhew vnto vs, that the. world hereafter in the laſt 


this 1s proued, and will fall out truc, 2. Pet. 3.7. 

The lixt, is the. horrible.promfilgation of the Law in 
mount Sinai, in thlindring, lightning, and flames of fire, | 
threatning moſt horrible puniſhmen to the eftcndeurs, 
and inforce withall the maledictions and tortures denoun»> 
ced in the ſame, againlt all impenitcnt perſons and inhi- 
dels : whichdoth proue, that there is a day of Iudgement 
and account,. Fer whereas.theſe wicked ones rather flou- 
rifh here, then reeciue puniſhment: there-muſt ncedes bee | | 
a judgement and account taken of theſe delinquents, and 
another life, that thoſe things that God hath ſpoken,may 
| take true cffeR, that the fulfillers of the Law (which arc 
| che faithfull in Chriſt) may haue life, and the impenitent 
| tran{gretTours, death erernall. Forthe Lord knoweth how 

to-deliuer the godly ouPof tempration, and to reſerue the 
; Yniuſt ynto the day of judgement for to bee puniſhed, 
Andaccording to this, a mans conſcience doth miniſter 
many times feare, or hope ynts him, according as his 
deedes haue beene, 
Corſcia mens vt cuigue ſua eſt, ita concipit mira-- 
 Petlora, pro meritts ſpemq, metumg, (Wis. | 
Laſtly, divers ſignes and tokens of the lalt [udgement, 


| Apoſtles, that ſhould goe before this Day,and time of ac- 
count, are accompliſhed. And.therefore there is a day of 
Iudgement and an account, and itisathand. Theſe pre- 


diftionsand foreſignes are moſt ſer downe, CHath. 24. 
where: 


( 
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whercit is ſhewed, that there ſhall be many falſe Chriſts, 
and falſe prophets, many herclies, crreurs and ſects. 
Which we ſec to be true, not onely among the Romanilts 
and Rhemiſts, but euen (che more is the pirie) many ſefta- 
ries, and faftious perſonsariſcameng our {clues, Againe, 
we hauc had warres and rumours of warres, Moreouer, 


and that within our times that are now living; wee need 


would, we might haue many, To ſpcake of (ſignes in the 
Sunne, Moone, or Scarres, coldnelle of charitic, and-the 
reſt, would make me too tedious : therefore I will leaue- 
them, and many other forerellings, as apparent truthes al- 
ready fulfilled, and yeclded vnto of all them that are true 
and ſettled Chriſtians, Onely let me begge of you that are 
Readers of this Treatiſe , to hearken to the vic ef my do- 
Etrine, wherein I will be ſs briefe, that my beginning and 
| end ſhall almoſt be knir together. 

Firſt, this do&trine auailech to confute Epicures, and 
Atheiſts, and meckers of this dofrine of Chriſtes com- 
ming to Judgement to take this accomprt,who {ay , as the 
Apeltle hath, 2. Pet. 3, Where is the promiſe of bis comming? 
For ſincethe Fathers dicd, all things continue alike from 
| the beginning of the Creatian. Theſe che Apoſlle over- 
throweth by cwo reaſons; Firſt, in that the falſe mockers 
ſay, that all things continue alike ſince the Creation : hee 
proveth itto befalſe by the Floud in the daies of: Noab, 
For this they know not (faith he) and that wilfully, how 
thatthe heauens were of old, and the earth conſiſting of 
the water, and by the water, by the Word of God: by 
the which thing the world that then was periſhed , being 
then overrunne with water, 

Secondly, he ſheweth the manner of the purging of 


there haue beenefamines, peſtilences, and carthquakes, | 


not ſeeke for furcher proofes nor «examples: for if wee | 


YT 


the world in the day of [udgement by fire, faying, Bur the 


heauens ang the earth which are now, be kept by his | 


Le ore, and reſerued vnto';fire againſt the day of 


2+Epiſt.3, 


Verſe 5. 
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iudgement, and perdition of yagodly men. Therefore all | 
chings haue net, ncicher will continue alwaies alike, and 
yet theſe wicked Acheilts, as heretofore, {o (till perſevere 

in their wicked courſe of life, and incourage one another 
[ro ſecuritie and pleaſures, they ſay, Come, let vs take wine, 
and we will fill our ſelnes with flrong drinks and to morrow fhal 
be as this day, and much more abundant. They ſay, Come, 
- | and let 3 enioy the pleaſures that are preſent and let vs cheer. 
fully uſe the creatures us in youth ; let ws fill our ſelnes with 
coſtly wine and oyntments, and let not the flower of life paſſe 
| byws. Let vs crown our ſelues with Roſe-buds before they be 
withered: Let vs be partakers of our wantonneſſs, let v1 leane 
ſome tokens of onr pleaſnres in exery place : for that is our por. 
tor, and this is onr lot. Theſe men liue rocked and lulled 
in the cradle of ſecuririe, as though there were no death 
certaine, ne account to bee made, no hell at all. Which 
thing the Poec lamented, when he ſaid enen mournfully, 


Eben fic vinunt homines tanquam mor nulla ſequatur, 
Et veluti inferuns fabula vana foret. 


But let theſe men conſider, that (as it is in holy Writ) 
it isappointed toall men to dic once;and after death com- 
meth judgement: and thar the careletſeand bad Steward 
mult cometoreckoning. And as the Wiſe man hath, God 
will call man to account for all cheſe things ; for all theſe 
foolcries and (innes. | 

| Secondly, thisdo&trine availeth to comfort the godly 
afflicted : Erit olim viciſcitudo, there wil once be a ehange: 
Their ſorrow will once bee turned into ioy cternall. All 
; teares once ſhall be wiped from their eyes, When we are 
in extremity, let vs conſider, yea: and comfortour ſelues 
| with chat conſolation which the Lord gane to the Church 
' of Philadelphia, ſaying, Bebold, [come ſhortly: and ſo hee 
comforted the other Churches, And the like ioy and 
conſolation may we all conceiucin all our tribulations and 


miſcries, 


% 
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miſeries. Let vs cuer conlider, that the Lord will come 
quickly, and that he that endurerh tempration is bleſſed, 
and ſhall ar the lalt receive the crowne of gloric,which the 
Lord hath promiſed ro them that loue him. | 

The third vie, We ſhould, by the knowledge and re- 
membrance of this day,keepe vs in the feare of God, and 
| eire to doe our dutics, And this Saint Peter teacketh vs to 
doe, ſaying : The end of all things ts at hand, be ye therefore 


| weut loue Among you: for lone conereth the mulutude of ſmnes, 


the heauens ſhall paſfe. away with a noyſe, and the Ele- 
| ments ſhall melt with heatc, and the carth with the works 
| that are therein ſhall-be burat vp, maketh this vic, thus 
concluding of his former doftrines. Sccing therefore, 
that all theſe things muſt be difſolued, what manner per- 
ſons ought ye to be in holyconuerfation and godlines,&c? 
As though he ſhould fay, You ought to be moſt religious, 
molt godly, of a moſt pure life and converſation, And 
methinkes we fhould hauca care to be moſt holy without 
ſpot and vndefiled, euen blamelefſe; beeauſe wee ſhall, at 
that day,[tand before the righteous and yncorrupt Iudge, 
and ſhall ſtand openly in the fight of the holy Angels. S. 
Anguſtine writing vpon thele words, ( And 7 ſaw the dead 
both ſmall and great ftand before God, &c.) hath theſc 
words : Rogo vos ( fratres) vt quotidie copitemns, quales ef[e 
| debemens in die indicy, pwriſcimis Angelorum conſpettibus of- 
ferendi, & aterno Indici rationem ae libris conſcientie reddi- 
twuri ; that is, O brethren, I beſecch you, let vs conſider 
w hat maner of perſons we ought to be in the laſt day of 
_ | iu dgement, that ſhall be preſented ro the moſt pure (ight 

of Angels, and that ſhall render an account to the moſt 
' || high Tudge, of the bookes of our conſcience. It ſeemed 
thatr he good Father kept himſclfe in good order, inthe 


feare of God, and in his Chriſtian dutic,with the daily co- 
| gitation 


ſeber, and watching inprajer. But abone all things, hane far-| | 


The ſame Apoltle declaring the fearcfulneſſe of this day, 
to wit, how it ſhall come as a theefe in che night; and that |. 


T7 


 Iames 1.13, 


1.Epiſt.4.7,8. 


2oPect, 3. 


Verſe II, 


Verſe 14: 


Rev.,20.12. 


——— 


© 
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Mat.25.12, 


Mar.13.35. 
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pitarion of this Day, and ſerious meditation how to make 
a good reckoning at the laſt day, and that hee exhorted 0- 
thers to the like vigilanceand carefulneile. Hieroms repor- 


Tra. 5.cap- 3. | teth, that whatſoever hedid, he alwaies bore in mind this 
Day, and thought that he was going to Iudgement: Sine | 


comedam, ſine bibam, ſine aliquidalind agam , ſemper videtur 
vox illa ſonare in auribus, Surgite morini, & venite ad nds. 
cm : that is to fay, Whether l eate, or drinke, or doeany 
chiogelſe, me chinkes | alwaies heare this ſpeech ring in 
my cares : Riſe ye tead, and come to Iudgement; and fo 


| Asthe Lord would have ys to know, that there isa 
day of iudgement for his owne glory, our ewne comfort, 


time whenit ſhall be, as itmay be proucd out of the ſacred 
Scriptures, theſe F 1x. By plaine ſayings and ſentences. 
two wayes: 07 2. By Parablesorfimilicudes. 

Firſt, by plaine ſpeeches , ſuch as theſe : 3arch, for yee 
know neither the day,nor the howre when the Soune of man will 
come. Ayaine, Watch ye therefore, for ye know not, when the 
Maſter of the houſe will come, at enen, or at midnight at the 
Cocke crowing, or inthe dawning, left if he come ſuddenly, bee 
ſhould find you ſleeping : And thoſe things that [ ſay wmto you, 
[ ſay unto all men, Watch, Note the words: Watch ye there-, 
fore, for ye know not the day, nor the bewre,ce. And to this | 
purpoſe ſpeaketh Saint e Amgaſtine, writing te Heſychins, 


| Tempora compmtare, hoc eff,C HR ON 05 vi ſciamus,quan- 
ds ſit buins ſeculi finis, vel aduentus Domini, nhil mii alud | 


videtur, quam ſcire, velle, quod Chriſtus ait,S cire neminem. 
Thats to ſay, To count times, that is, to know .the ſea- 
ſons, when ſhall be the end ofthis world, or thecomming 
of the Lord, this ſeemeth ro me, that a man is willing to 
know noother thing, but that which Chriſt faich, No man 


| ſhall know. And why ſhould aman diue into the Lords 
| ſ:crets, « 


{ the confutation of Epicures and Atheifts, and to keepe vs, 
{in our duties: ſo he hath conccaled from vs the certaine 


——_ 


by this mcanes he kept himſclte in awe, and rcfreinad to 
«| commit finne and wickednefle, 4 


"itty———_ 
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ſecrets, which hee is not willing to reueale ynta ys, and 
which it is not expedient for vs to know. Our Saviour ſaid 
vnto the Apoltles; 1s is not for you to know the times or the 
ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in his owne power, Hee 
hath net rencaled this ſecret 10 Man, nor Angell , Mach, 
24. 36. | _ 
T condly, this is proued by Parables, as of theten Vir- 
ins that went to meet the Bridegroome, chelc ſlept , and. 
Fiddenly at midnight, . when they looked not for him 
chere wasa cry that the Bridegroeme came, and theſe 
words were vttered ; Goe owt to meet bim, Note the words 
I beſeech you :(avd ſodarnly at midnight when they lookgd nat 
for bim.) This proucth chat the Lords comming ts ludge- 
ment ſhall be ſudden, and that hee ſhall finde the vyicked 
ones ſecure and carcleſle, Againe, the Parable of the Ta- 
lents dothadmoniſh vs to be watehfull , becauſe the day 
and timeof the Loxds comming to take an account, is. vn= 
certaine,and ynknowne, For as the deliuerer of the Ta- 
lents, going into a ftrange Countrey,gaue therecciuers of 
them a charge tooccupy chem cill hecame, and did nor tell 
when he would come; —_ after along ſeaſon came to 
reckon with them,and to callthena to account , and tore- 
ward themin his mercy, according to. their ſeuerall im- 
playments: Euen ſo, our Saujour beeing gone asit were 
into a ce countrey, into Heauen, where he neuer was 
in body before, hath dclinered vnto ſundry and ſeuerall 
rſons excellent gifts, which he would haue them vie to 
fi glory, and the good of his Church : and hee will come 
after a ſcaſon, (he telleth not when, and therefore no man 
knoweth thetime) co take a [triftaccountof alltherecei- 
uers of them. - 

The ſodaineneſſe and yncertaintic of his comming, is | 
compared to the comming of: a Thiefe which giues no 
warning, to lightening that giuesa ſodaine flaſh, and ligh- 
tencth ourof the one part vnder Heauen,and ſhineth ynts | 
the other part ynder Heauen yo the days of Noah, where- | 

in 


79 
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Markatz, * 


Mar.z5; 


1.Theſ5.2; 
Ren.16.15., 
Luk,17:244 
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inthe carcleſſe people did cateand drinke,marricd wiues, 
and gaue in marriage , vate the day that Neab went into 
the Arke, and che Floud cameand deſtroyed them all,cuen 
fodainely when they neuer thought , much letſe knew of 
the certaine and preicript time, For theſame reaſon,thole 
dayes whercin Chrilt ſhal come, arc compared to the daies 
of Lot. Theſe {imilirudes doe tell and teach vs, that the 
Lords comming to ludgement is vnknowne,and ſhall bee 
ſodaine. For to this purpoſe, the. Euangelilt moſt aptl 
applyerh this deQrine, Lyk. 17.30, ſaying, After cheſs 
enfamples ſhall ir be in che day , when the Sonne of Man 
kreueated, Avgaftine writing ro-Heſfichins , hath ancx- 
cellent ſaying to this purpoſe; Ego namgne de Saluatoris ad- 
wentn, qui expettatnry in fine, tempora dinumerare non audeo, 
nec aliqunems propheta, de hac re numerum aunorum exiftime 
prefinſſe, thavisro ſay, I darenot number thecimes of the 
va__ out Saniour, which in the endis looked for; 
neither do 1 thinke that any Propher hath determined che 
number of yeeres. I therefore conclude this point, rhus : 
Man knoweth not that day andhoure, nor the Angels; 
\Nay ( which is moſt of all) nor the Sonne, as rouching 
his kuminity and mediatorſhip, but the Father onely:and 
yet I ſand affured, chatin his Godhead hee knoweth 
chis times 


C1, Ttis not expedient for vi 
to know them, 
2. That wee might exerciſe 
our faith and patiedee, 
3. To maks vs more vigi- 
C tant, oc. 


3. Reaſors wherefore the 
Lord concealcth the times of: 
| his comming. 


Firſt, ie is not expedient nor meet for ys to know theſe 
things; I meane thoſe ſecrets which the Father hath kept 
in his owne power. The Apoſtles asked our Saujour 


leſus Chriſt, whether hee ar that time would reſtore the 


King: 


——_ts. ———— 


—_— — 
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Kingdome to 1iracl, that isro fay, to his old ancicar ſtate ? 
Hee anſwered, Ic is not fer you to know the times and 
{caſons, which the Father hath put in his owne power : 
as though he thould fay, it belongeth not to you to know 
the moments of times,and occaſions of abſtruſe, ſecret and 
mylticall chings,not reucaled in the Word :as what houre 
a man ſhall dyc; whar houre the Lord will cometo ludge- 
ment z when he will vtterly deftroy the kingdome of Sa- 
can; at what moment hee will bring his ſubieRs into the 


| 


things ſhall bee performed, buchid from ys , and there- 
fore we oughtto beleceve them : for they are true, and'iin 
their duetimcs ſhall rtuely be performed, bur wee eughe 
f not curio:{ly pry into theſe ſecrets, For this ( as Huge 
hath) is curroſttas ſuperfina , innefligatio rerum ad ſe non per= 
{ tinextizew ; that is,thisis ſuperfluous curiolicie,a ſearching 
out of nntrers that doenot belong to ys; | This isSnodoc- 
erine of the Spirit. For (as Bernard writing vpon the Can- 
ticles hath) Dottrina ſpiritus non curioſitatem acnit, ſed cba- 
ritatem accendit; The doQrine of the Spiritdoth not whet 
on curioſitic , bur inflameth charitie. Therefore let vs 
learneto refraine from curious queſtions, asthe Apoftle 
teacheth Timothy and Titws : let vsnor ſearch and divetoo 
deepe in dangerous whirlepooles,leſt weſhould be drow- 
ned, This1s good for the Teacher, and profitable for 
the Hearer. And this'good counſell Auguſtine giucth in 
his eightiech EpiſHe,anſwering Heſychine ; and in his doc- 
' trinezteaching men not curiouſly to ſearch into thetimes 
' 2nd ſeaſons : but to ſtudy the Death and ReſurreRtion of 
Chriſt,thar is to ſay, matters of faluarion. 

Secondly, Chriſt concealeththis day and houre, to ex- 
erciſe mens faith,and patience. And to this purpoſe James 
| giveth this good exhortation : Bee patient, brethren, unto 
| the comming of the Lord,exe. 1n which place he doth com- 
* the poere, oppreſled of the rich , warning them to 


wait forthe Lords comming patiently, who will revenge 
M 2 the 


Porno of his Father, There is a time when theſe | 


Chap. F, 


Gw_ 


Luk.12: 35,36. 
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the injuries which the rich men doe to them, and giue 
yaco ther, wdicing in Faith and Hope, andycelding pa. |. 
tiencc,a proſperous ilſuc and deliverance; and in the meane 
cime,, when a man is in miſery, patience will make the 
griefe lighter and caficr to bee borne, This made the 
Poct ſay : Darum, ſed lewins fit patientia, quicquid corrige« 
re eff. nefas, It-is hard, I confeile, that chou' cant net 
redreſle, yet lighter through» patience, if quictly thau 
beare it. 

Thirdly, the Lord telleth vs not when hee will cometo 
call ysto account, that wee allured of his comming , and 


| not knowing when, ſhould ac all eimes be vigilant, watch. 


full, and carcfull rodoe our duties, to haue all things ina 
godly and good order atour Lordand Maſters comming, 
As good domeſticall ſeruants, when their Maſter is gone 


from them, aCuring.themſclues.chat hee will come againe |-—- 


vato-them, and not knowing when : and that he will call 
them to an account, (if they hauc any care) will at all times 
haucall things io readinelle, and goodorder , that their 
carthly Maſter may not come ypon them vnawares, and 
finde them idle,” andilloccupicd, and all things out of 
right courſe : So weferuants. to Chriſt Icſus our Sauiour z 
and knowing that hecis gone from vs into Heauen , and 


| ſtanding a(ſured that hee will comete take a reckoning of 


vs, of onr lives and conuerſatiens, . and not knowing 
_ ; ſhould atall rimes haue our accounts ſtraight, haue 
all things in readincſſeand good order, that our heauenly 
Iudge and Maſter, when he commeth to judge the quicke 
and the dead, may not come vpon vs vnawares at the laſt 
Day, and finde vs idle, orill occupicd , and all things out 
of good order. Andtothis purpoſe tendeth that exhor- 
tation of our Saujeur Chriſt : Let your loynes bee gert, and 
*2ur lights burning, andyee your ſelues like unto men, that 
wait for their Mater when he will returne from the wedding, 


| imomeduately Bleſſed are thoſe ſernants, whops the Lord, when 


that when bee commeth and kyocketh, they may open vnto him 


be | 


| leaſt glimpſe of her enemy that may ſteale vporrher, The | 


drawne from this day of Iudgemene : as that of Pax, Att, 


| her enemy may come ypon her, yet-+fearing the worlt, 
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he commeth, ſhall inde waking, &c. And Pas giueth the | 


like godiy exhortation : But of the times and ſeaſons, Bre- 
thren, yee haue no neede that [ write unto you : for yee your 
ſelues know perfettly that the Day of the Lord ſhall come,enen 
4s 4 Thiefe m the night. For when they ſhall ſay, Peace, and 
ſafety, then ſhall come vpon thew ſodaine deſtruftion, as the 
trauell upon a woman with childe , and they ſhall not eſcape. 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkneſſe,that that day ſhould 
come on you, as ir werea Thiefe, Yee arcall the children 
of light, and thechildren of theday : weearc notof the 
night, neither of darkneſſe. Therefore let ys not fleepe 
as doe others. but let vs watch , and bee ſober. And 
what plainer exhortation can there bee delivered to this 
purpoſe, then that which the bleſſed Euangeliſt 2at- 
thew ſetteth downe, ſaying , Wake therefore : for ye know not 
what howre your Maſter will come. Many other exhortati- 
ens we haue to moue, incitc, and ſtirre vs to a godly life, 


17. 30,31. verſes, where hce preached againſt idolatry, 
and told the idolatrous people, that God admoniſhed all 
men cuery where now to repent: Becauſe hee hath ap- 
pointed a day wherein hee will iudge che worldin righ- 
teouſnetle, &c. Let the recordation hereof make vs to bc 
ſober,and watch, and haue ferucnt loue,as Saint Peter ex- 
horted the faithfull, 1. Pot. 4+7, 8. ſaying, Nowthe endof 
all things is at hand: be ye therefore ſober , and watching in 
Prayer; Bat abone all things, haue fernent loue among your 
ſelnes. Watch therefore, beloucd,and againeT fay, Watch. 
Take inſtruRion of the Hare , whonot knowing when 


ſleepeth with her eyes open, and by that meanes ſeeth the 
Nightingale fearing leſt ſhe ſhould be deuoured of a Ser- 


pen, ſetteth her breſt againſt a ſharpe Thorne, or ſome 
bard thing,” that when ſhe, opprelſed which ſleepe, nod- 


Mar.24.42, 


& 44+ 
\Mar.13 13 rf 


deth, ſlice may by and by be awaked , andchen fhee will 
M 3 ling 
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1. Theſc4- 


|faichfull, ro knowledge, faith, and a godly life here in this 


\{ Reſurre&tion. Therefore (beloued ) glue mee leaue for 
| your goed, to ſhake you out of the cra 
.| fecuricie and careleſneſle : be lulled and rocked therein no 


ouercome with the ſound and dead ſleepe. of ſ{inne, that 
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ling molt cheerefully & mclodiouſly, So doe you, deare 
bret:1cn, ſlcepeas the Hare doth, with her eyes open, that 
you may awake, & ſodainly auoid, when your cnemy,Sa- 
tan, wich his alluring temptations, would (tcale ypon yeu, 
Sleepe alſo when. you are heauy and drowhie,as the Nigh. 
tingale doth, with ſeme ſharp thing ar your breſt(lmeane 
ſorrow for fin at your heart) chat though againlt your wil, 
younodde ſometimes with ſleepe, yer you may with the 
Nightingale ſpeedily awake , and (ing mclodious, but yer 
ſpiricual ſongs; I meane Pialmes of thankſgiving vnts the 
Lord; as David doth cxhert vs, ſaying, Smg wee merrs 
vnto onr Lord God, make 4 cheerefull noiſe vnto the Ged of 
lacob. O let vs be mindfull of eur latter end, of death, 
and this laſt account ; which that we may the better doe, 
let ys call co minde divers domeſticall and familiar things, 
dayly converſant before our eyes, that they may put vs in 
minde of our latter end, and all circumſtances touching 
the ſame, allantecedents, coniuntts, and conſequents, 
Our beds may bring to our remembrapces, our graues 
our ſheetes that we Fo in,our winding ſheete ; our {lcepe, 
death : (for vnte the ſame Death is compared ) the very 
Flea that bites vs, the worme of Conſcience, that ſhall 

naw the wicked : the crowing of the Cocke that awa- 
Fech vs ont of ſleepe , and warneth vs of the paſsing a- 
| way of the night, may prelage vnto vs the Trumpe of 
che Lord, the ſweet Bels of Aaron ſounding out and ring- 
[ing alowd, to call vs to the Church, the ſocictie of the | 


world, yea, and our awaking out of the ſleepeof death ar 
thelaſt Day , thelaſt audit and account art the time of the 


le of your lleepe , | 


longer. For then you arefaid to bee aſleepe in the Scrip- 
tures, when all the powers of the mindeand ſenſcsare fo 


you. 
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you cannot heare when Chrilt callethy ner ſechim when 
he cemmcih ynte you; nor feele him, when he knocketh 
ar your hcarts z nortalte him how gracious hee is, when 
yecome to recclue the Sacraments, but only to your con- 
demnation, when ye doe not ſmell him whether hee bee 
a ſauour of life ynto life, or death vnto death, fo that ye 
cannot kiow the day of your viſitation, when ſuch dark- 
nelle eucrſhaddoweth you,thac you cannot comprehend 
Chriſt che light, when he commerhameng his owne. On 
theconctrary, thenare we ſaid to watch, when all our ſcn- 
ſesare apt to all godly exerciſes ; when our eares are open 
co heare Chrilt our Maſter, when we centinue our watch 
and ward,neuer putting off our armour,or betakipg our 
ſelues ro our reſt, leaft Death, the Lords Bayliffe, ſhould 


ming to Iudgement,, when wee lealt thinke of his com- 
ming , (and therefore it's comparcd tothecomming of a 
Thicte, who giues no warning)ſhould ſodainly (we vn+ 
prouidgd,and notlooking for him)ſteale vpon vs. Aud 
this is the reaſon that my Text giueth mee occaſion to 
preſſe you with now. The ſpeciall exerciſe that weare to 
vicinour Watchand Ward, is Prayer. And becauſe wee 
know not the certaine time of the Lords comming te take 
| [thisaccount,we ſhould bee che more vigilant and watch- 

| [full, having on eur ſpiricuall armour, whercof Pan! ſpca- 
keth. Watch therefore (good Chriſtians) whiles it is the 
time of light, che rime of grace, before the night of death 


Ezek, 7. Augnſline yeeldetha reaſon, why man knoweth 
not thetime of his death, nor the Day of Iudgement, His 
wordsare theſe: Magna Dei miſericordia monuit, vt refte 
vinamus, & ideo diem mortts, r& extremi Indicy nobts ab- 
ſcondit, ne nobuc in futurum aliquid promittamm ; that is, the 
great mercy of God hath taught vs to live well, and for 


efchelaſt ludgement, that wee might not promiſe any; 


thing 


fodainly arrelt ys, or our Saujour the high Iudge com-| 


commeth, wherein no man can worke outhis faluation, | 


this cauſe he hath kept vs fromthe day of our death, and | 
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2.Pet.3, 
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r.Pet.4 « 
Mat,24.42, 


Epheſ.6, 


In Pſal.34. 
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Anguft.de difti 


Helm. 


| 


| 90.and 2, Per. g. $8. Nowall things were finifhied perfes 


{ not foundin the ſacred Scriptures, burin the Thalmudof 


ching ro our ſelues cherwceds. The fame faith, Liver v1- 


day is vuknowne,that we ſhould obſcrue all daycs. Theres 
fore, I ſay, Watch, for you are not certaine to liue one 
houre: & I wiltell you how I would have you watch: Us- 
gilate reft+ credendo,firmiter ſperands, ſincere Deum & prox. 


vixendo, rue imtermiſcione orande,in patientia Deo in omni 


| bonis operibus frattsficando, que edificationis ſunt ,ubuqne ſec« 
Jay, Watch, truely belecuing,ſtedfaſtly hoping , ſincerely 


ments of God, living holily,yodly., andiuftly, prayi 
withour ceafing, in patience fruftifyingte GOD in k| 


tend to cdification, continuing in all goodneſle to the 
end. If thou doeft theſe yrmay: Jun ſhalt neuer periſh,nei- 
cher in this world, norin the world te come. 
Thededrine of the vncertainty of the day ef.lud 

ment, ouerthroweth all che conicurall and doubrfull e- 
pinions of them which have gone abour to ſet downethe 
certaine time of Chrilts comming te Iudgement , andthe | 
purging ofthe world by fire. Elias, whether the Prophet, 
or rather ſome other Elias of the Rabbins, becauſe it is 


the Iewes, hath ſer downe his opinion thus : Sex millia an- 
noruns mundus durabit, & deinde conflagrateo ; that is, The 
world ſhall continue fize thouſand yeeres, and then bur- | 
| ning makesan endofit, And becauleet finnes which ſkall 
be many and great, ſome yeeres ſhall be wanting. ſrenens 
the Martyr was of the ſame mind : theſe arc his wordes, 
Quot dicbus fattus eft- bic mnndas, tot millenarys conſumma- 
bitur, (nam mille anni apud Dominuw quaſi dies vnns) Pal. 


Qly in ſ1xedayes, and che ſcuenth day was a time of reſt. 


timms diet, vt obſernentur omnes dies : that is to ſay, thelaſt | 


imum diligende ,mandata Dei cuftodiendo, ſanttc, pic & infte | 


tando, in omni bonitate wſque in finem permanends, that is to | 


loving Godand our neighbour, keeping the commande- | 


good werkes, following in cuery place theſe things that | 


| 


| T hercfere the conſummation of all thoſe thin gsſhall bein | 


the « 


es ae, 
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the ſcuen thouſandth yeretheperpetuall Sabbathgheever- | 
laſting relt; 'Thisis their fallble colleQtion 4 concly- : 
ſion, altogethetrepugriant tothe Scriptares.-"Thegreateſt | 
reaſon, or rather 'thew-of reaſon, that made: Eliarand Ir6- 
nens, and their followers to'crre, was for-rhar they! ypon | - 
theſe words, (4 thouſand yeeres are with the Lord as one 
day ) doe ſay, that the-world was andde'in fixe dayer; and 
the ſeventh day was a day of reit :thereforeche workd ſhal | 
ſtand and concinue fixe thouſand yceres,and in the feuenth ! 
chouſand fhall be the confummarienand end of all. In wee 
ry deed I muſt needs confeffe, thac thefe rnen-were- lear- | 
- | ned. - But Bernardu0r widnt bmuia, neither theſeqnen: | 
for in my opinion herein they. weredeveiued; intharthey 
cheught;thar in cternall life , inthe world. to come with | 
God, were ſpacesof times, yceres, dayes, and hovres, as 
well as with men in this 'morrall life; ' which is not trues 
for inhcauen{ Imneane not the aercumm Calam ; ayrie en | 
ten, conteining the ſpace from vs vnrothe Firmarnent, 
#dr calnm cxlatum, the engrauen heaven; which I fo call, 
becadſe it isas ir were ingrauen, and enanicled with' glo- 
| rious lights, the Sunne, the Moone; and he Srarres): bur 
the heater whichis called of the:-Philoſopher Empyrenas, | 
but by Diuines inScripture, theglorious Heauei) of hea. | 
uens, or Heaven aboue the vilible heavens,whercinitour | 
| Saviour, the Afgels, and glorified Saints. Inthis reno | | 
| ſpaces, nor ſeaſonsipf yeeres, dayes, monethiyHoures, or | 
| other times: whith-thns 4 proucy.becanſe there is no 
Sun, nor Moone,\nor Scars, nor no vit;nerd, for neceſ- | 
litie of any of them. Fortheclaririe and brighinetle of the | 
| Lord ſhineth there: There is'no night;no-Clockes, nor | 

Dyals, nor Watthes." How vienbh -pvhible:for a man | 
to ktow theſpacesof times there? Wherefore in the life ;; 
co come, athoufandyeeresare us oneday; and one day as 
a thouſand yeeres. The Pſalmilt therefore well ſaid, A|! 
thouſand yeerts in thy ſight are but as jefter day, ſeeiny that is | Yſal.g0.4% 
pſt as a watth inthe night,? _—y chiere 15: ſo much ioy | 
OTE? NN. in ' 


_- IIS <4 Ani 2 OO —— 


| — 


Mar,2.4. 
2.Epiſt.;, 


'm hoauen, bar farzhe grearneſle and pleaſantnelile theres 
of, achauland yerravicemets be byc. ouc day; Bui jn.ng 
wile ca2 it bc hereby gabered, thaty becauſe in lixe dayes 
| che warld' was:made, and inthe, fenenth, was relt, that 
thereforothe world, thall continue lixc thouſand yeeres, 
 andichoſeuenth hall bea perpetuall relt, and Sabboth, 


i Bnd aneud afally,and ſas certainetime knowng, 


Refigdes chomaintainers of che opinion abougkid,there 
are others, which haue taken vpon then to: ghelle ac the 
yeergwhesthere ſhauld be.an end of all things, In this 


_ | were 1656; yeeresand (ixe dayes,they colle&,, that there 


111+ - » Oflogefioum ethanut mirgbilie annys 


" PT £5 $1 20n tn nihilnuy terra freq unngite xnept:; 


number.arcehey which choughc,thacrhe end of the world 
ſhall be inthe yeera from: Chis birch, x6 5 6. becauſe 
there were ſo-many:yeeres fromthe creation of Adam yn- 
to rhe Flood: and therather they have 10 ſuppoſed, be- 
cauſe our Sauiour and Sainte Peter doe compare the times 
of the Flaud, and of rhe fireinthe laſt day rogether. Wher- 
as therefore frem the Creation of: Adaw vaco the Deluge, 


ſhall be ſo many yceres vato the laſt Indgement, when 
the World ſhall bee purged by fire. Some thought that 
it ſhould bee irvthe yeere 1588, among which number 
are theſe following. 


Poſt milleexpletor i& part; Virginie annory 
' | Ex:poftquingentas rwrſugiah orbe gates, 


Tngrnet, us {ecum iroſtia fata trahes. 
S4.nen bes avne tots melys or cidet orbis, 


'1 Conttetamern mundi {ur{ans 14unt aigue deor ſum | 


2: +3 +11 4ampenia, & imiluryuay nc grandicery. 


| - » And fivebundred more ypay the fame,.. 


1 Acer onkalvufand yeeres,fnll explate & ended, 
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was Regiorrantients, who left. co the world certain Verſes, | 
ſhewing his-too farre reaching opinion, Which: Verlcs| 
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And 
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From the Virgins birth without allfaine; ** + 
A wonderfull yeere ſhaltcome vpor;,' ' ' 


If nor this cuill world thisyeere *- 
With Land and Seadecay+ © 7 ft oi hy 7 
Yee altche Empires cuery where - 2 £06 = 
Alloredly ſhall ſway, bas 
And mourning much will follow, '' © 
; Albeic (beloved Chriftizns) chere wis'{othe'Vhew'of 
alceration rhatyegre,- yer many that archet& Hurd thei; 
| Land all can fpeake 'by experience," that int this mat- 
; ter of the laſt Iudgement ,- Regiomuntannr was decei- 
ued, as vycll as -ochers'3-andalthough there were” ſome | 
ſhew of troubles, yet G © v bee thanked, didFearer! 


were greater then the harmes , and we that liue, can re- 
lace the fame to -Geds glory , who mercifully and mi- 


+ 


might be cheLords., © © > © 


or very neerely pointed at, becauſe our Saujour faith , 


yeejer theſe things come to paſſe, bee yee ſure that the 


g - _ 
And cightic cight iuſt added 92 Lit 0 


And dolefull deaths ſhallfollow 6h. - + © - g 


raculouſly protected vs, making the Seas and Windes to || 
fight for vs, and to getche canquct 2 . that all che prailc 


Some would have the time to becertainely knowne, | | 
| Behold the Figge-tree and all the trees, when they ſhoot forth | Luke 21, 


' their buds , yee bebolding , know of your owne ſelnes, that | | 
Summer 1s then nie at hand : Ss likewiſe yee , when | | 


' Kingdome of GO D t# nigh, This ſimilicude teacheth, 
that as when yvee fee Trees begin to budde , then we | 


know affuredly that Summer 3s nigh: 'So when wee ſce | | 


and know theſe things performed , that the Fuangeliſts 
Haue by the Spirit of GOP penned, and. ſet downe., | 


and our Saujour forctold, and which Dane! prophe- | 


fied of, then wee may ature our ſclues , that the uy 


| and time is neere at hand : but we cannot out of theſe | | 


\words gather the particular and cerraine time. Againe, 
' 
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men ſhould conſider chat ovr. Saviour ſpake by a ſimi. | 
licude, which, illuſtrateth, |burproueth'nor any ſertime 
knowne to man... In very truth, I. confetle that the | 
time of the laſt Judgement maybe knowne, quot ad ge. 
#48, that is, that certainely ie-will come, but ir can- 
,not bee knowne, quod ad ſperiem; to. wit, as' touching | 
the houre, day , moneth and certaine yecre: - Tithere. | 
fore afſure my ſelfe, and ] beſecch you ail bce fo per. | 
ſwaded,thatno man knowerh the certainerime, the very | 
day nor houre of the Lords comming ; no , nor the | 
Avgels:jn, Hemen« -ney, which is moſt oF all; notour | 
Sawigur Jeſus. Chrilt in bis humanicje 3 but in his Dei- 
1c. knoweth all,. : And. let this worke in vs all a ſerious: 
kinde of watchfulnelle... Bee yee ready '{ faich our Saui- | 
our:) for the Sonne of. dani will come at'an howre when yer: 
I A TIE CIT oy” fake" 
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| Eb, fr: Toffirre wp invs a vigilant- 
| God i his inſerutable | - expettance,and a patient Wati- 
 Wiſedome; and infinite | | ring: for brs appearance, ; 

| aoodnes rowards man p 

deferreth this day of || may beincreaſed. 


$3 


2. That bis Chureb, bu flockg,,\ 


; iudgement for3 reafons. | 3. Togrant all men time'& ſpace” 
NY £53 G  tovepent. . | 


e 5 rouchingthe frft; Limes teacheth; vs way 
Oey performe the ſame, by precept and pat- 
erne : by-precept, inthe beginning of the 


an feuenth Verſe, where hee ſaith, Bee patient 
ENDL Wnt sthe comming ofthe Lerdzand heein of-' 
fe&reparecth'the ſame doctrine in thecighth Verſe, ſay- 
ing; Bee ye alſo patient therefore, and ſettle your bearts : for 
the comming of the Lord draweth neere, His cxample is ta-| 
ker from Husbandmen, who patiently wait forthe preci- 


thelatter raine. His words ſeruing for doQtrine,and exam- 


| ple, are theſe : Bee patient therefore vnto the comming of the Z 
Loyd: Behold, the Huthandman waiteth for the precious fruit | 


of the earth; and hath long patrence for it, umill he receine the 


ous frute of the earth, -yntill they reccive theformer and-] 


formier and the latte? raixe. Beye alſo patient thirefore , _ and- 
LOR N 3. ſaitle 


*4.+4 <4 
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Keu.r6.15. 
Luke12.37. 
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+ | 019 the winds and conſcience of thimis defilad. } 


| ly will never {erflip;vnprobirably.. Conmaily,che wic- 
| Fed negleQirame, and: therefore by tha ſame arc tnade. in| 
| FEviable,mulingefullcs meaſure of. theinkipee. , in-that 
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ſettle your bearts : for the comming of the Lord draweth neere, 
He that waiceth#0 Fai, haps, and paticnce forthe Lords 
commingis bleſed : for hee ſhalt appezre the ſecond rite 
without linnevnto chem that Jooke tor him ynto faluad.. 
on, 24-we may ſee, Heb,gothelaft Verſc, q 
Secondly, theEorddeferreth his-comming ta Judge- 
ment, thagall che Ele& may bee gathered together to his 
Church, may be cffectually called, be of the Lords flacke, 
who. alchoughthey are che Lords already in his eternall 
Decree, yet there is a time wherein they are called. The 
Lord would hauc them heare the Word , and by the ſame. 
to be born againe, vnto which time is required; and there- 
fore-thar they may haue time; the Lord delayeth his com- 
ming ; for their ſakes the world con(liſterh, and for them 
all the good things on the earth are prepared. For the yn- 
godly vie them asRobbers and Thecues. i The. Apoſtle 
faith, God hath prepared meatesto hee-recciuedofthe 
faichfull with-thanksgiuing , and of ſuch as know the| 
Truth. Thelikeplace the Apoſtle hach, ſpeaking to this 
purpoſe, thus : /Vuto the pre. all things are ova, unto 
them that are defiled, and wnble ning notbing pare : but e- 


Fhethird reaſon why the Lord is fa lon before hee. 
,cometo fake this account, is very like to the former rea- | 
fon andie is 1s grantallmentimeaud ſpacctorepatthar; 
they may. bee faied,. which the gegly will pot prece 

'nor negle&. ThicLord (faick the Apolile) than both promei- 
fetic mot flacky as fone men cones fleckneſſe, bnvie pation 1s 
Wards v8 . for at much as bewondhaye no man renld | 
 Necane all men. to: repentance; c Vet, which; purpoſehee 
| Om afterin che 15: Veile;Suppoſai{faich ho), chat rhe. 
 Jony: ſuff oving of theLord is, ſalnations, This: time & ſpace 
to repent, and\preparethervic{uesfor.this. account,the god- 
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calling chem to repentance, Theſe wicked ones arcafraid 
| of this Judgement; and cherefere ncner wiſh for it ; 'bur 
the godly defire it, beeatife ar chat rime they ſhall-be deli- 
nered fromthe miſeries wherein they Iiein this world. O 
wretched man that Fans (laich the Apoltle )who ſhall delruer 
me fromthe body of this death ? In Renelation 22. The 
Brideman, and Brideworhin fay, Come, Lord leſn; Come: 
vw chey fay nor, thar arenor ready to cnterraine rhe 
Lord. 

Haring before proued,thar there is a day of Iudgement, 
andthatGod would hae vs ro know it, and the reaſons 
Wherefore : "and al{o having ſhewed char the certain rime, 
the yeere, moneth, 'Weekes, dayes, and houresare yn- 
kriowne, and the reaſons alſo of the ſamez with a confu. 


hating yeelded reaſons, why the Lord delayeth this Day: 
In the relt,, I wilbee as compenidious andſhorc-ss I may 
bee, ſoas I may lay downe the truch with perſpicuitie. 
Which chat I may che better doc', obferue with'meetheſe 
2ints, which -chinke firceſteo bee ſpoken of : And firſt, 
nr before manifeſted that there isa day of Iudgement 
andaccount-taking;next,ir wil be moſt profitable to-ſhew, 
Firlt, wharchis fudgement is. 
Sccondly,theterrible fignes,and dreadfull preparations 
forthe wicked. 


| ſercling him in his Throne,and railing of the dead to come 
to Judgement, 


neiſes. 


| 


tarion of the | 1199 dis cory the vſc of both: And laſtly, |. 


Thitdly,the mannerand comming of the Judge, and | 


| Fourthly, the tryall of the ſinner by Accuſersand Wir- | 


Fifely ; the Booke and rouchſtone of the ſingers tryall 
arthe laſt Day. - 
"Sixtly, che lamentable caſe of the ſinner condemned. 


Seucnthly, the ſenrence given of both godly and yn- 


| godly.” Firſt, wharthisTudgement is. 
| | Firſt, 


I — 


7 85 
they deſpiſethe goons a nd bountifulneſſe of the Lord, |Roma4. 


v 


| Rom. 7.24, 
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Mat 24.29. 


| Maicltic, and will takechis account ; and by himall-men 


{ loy eteraall felicitie. This long deſcription js taken our, of 


| feare ,. -andtheyſhall wiſh thartheHils- may couerthem. 


| the Earth ſhake, the Sunne ſball be darkg , the CMoone ſball 


- Firlt, it is thar Judgement which God will exerciſe in 
theend of the Warld by Chriſt, which ſhall come downe 
from Heaucn into the Clouds vilibly, in great glory and 


ſhall bceraiſed vp, which haue beene dead from the be- 
ginning of the world,cuen tothe end; the relt then be- 
ing aliuc, ſhall be ſuddenly changed,and all ſhall ſtand: be- 
fore the Tribygall Scac of Chrilt,who fhall giue ſentence | 
of all, and will caſt the euill with che.Diucls into eternall 
puniſhment ; and will cake the godly ro him, that with 
him, and che bletled Angels, they may in Heaven en- 


the knowne Scripcures ; and therefore if; 1 ſhould labour 
to prouc it, I ſhould hold vpa Candle tolighten the Sun, | 
I will cherefore leaue this matter as yeelded ynto.,, and 
haſten to the next point, to wit, what ſhall be done at that 
time, at thac fearcfull cime of reckoning 3. that men war- 
nedof the dangers,may bedanted and diſcouraged from 
doing euill, and walking any longer fecurcly in the broad 
way that leadeth co deltruftion ; and by ſerious repen- 
rance be brought tothe narrow way that leadeth «59 fal- 
Wes 11 ft) yeh 61 08 [th dan 
Secondly, atthis Day of [udgement., when this ſtrit 
reckoning ſhall be taken,there {hall be ſuch terrible ſignes, 
and dreadful preparations for the wicked, thar they ſhall 
bee at their 'wirs ends ; their hearts ſhall faile-rhem for, 


For ic ſhall bc ac midnight, when. mencommonly -are a- 
ſleepe. The Trumper, the Word of the Lord, compared 
roa Trumper, becauſeof the fearefull , ſhritl, and lowd 
ſvund thereof; ſhall found out a molt dreadfull raratan- 
tare. ( Surgit martHtige? venite ad Tudicinm, )thagis,Rileye 
dead, and come to. [udgement, Ar which.,voice, theſe 
dreadfulland- terrible cttz&s ſhall follow: The Sea and 
the Waters ſhall roare, the Hils hall mone out of their places, 


" not « 


— 
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whole Element ſhiner in pieces, the world ſhall bee ms 4 conſu- 
ming fire , the Grawes (hall open, and yeeld forth the bodtes 


that then ſhall be aline, ſhall with a ſudden muration be renned, 
and all corruption wiped from their bodies andall mortalitieres 
moned,they ſhall be made incorruptible,and mmeartali(which 
changmg fhall be inſtead of death unts them) and all fhal come 
to meete the Lord in the Aire, as thickas ſwarmesof Bees, 
The e Angel: ſball ſeparate the good from the bad, the Tares | 
from the wheat, the Sheepe from the Goates,, andiewery one ' 
ſhal receine according to that he bath dine in this life yvhether 
good or bad. The World, Heanen and Ear th ſpall bed diſſolued 
by fire : there ſhall bee a change of this preſent [late, and a 
purging of the Creatures, and not antter:conſumprion. 
Thirdly, the Judge himſclfe; euew Chriſt Icſus-; the 
Sonne ef God (to whomhe Father hath giueriyglkiudge- | 
ment) ſhall bee ſeene comming inthe'Clougy of Heayen, 
in his very Mimane Nature z not-in- poore :and baſe ſtate 
and orc, as arhis firſt commingin.the fleſh; which was to 
good purpoſe, to giue vs anexample of truchumilitic ,,of 
| crue lowlinetſe;but in glory and greatpower,: waircd on, 
not with: mereall and finfull-raen; bue with the immor- 


not gine her light , the Starres-ſhall fall from Heanen , ithe ' 


lying in them, yea, andthe Sea, and all ther places alſo: they  Reu,z0.13+ | 


Math.13.41, 


ell #1d 'holy- Angels. - And then hee beeing moſt Re- | 


{-gall, maieſticall, and powerfull, and being alſo vpright and 
pure, wilt aſcend into his great white Throne, moltbeſce- 


|fow plainly ina'vifion revealed 'vnrotim by: Chriſt Icfus, 


/R+,30, 1 1.wherche chusreporteth: And 7 New @ great white 
CR e;'i Thegremnefſe: of this Throneſheweth' his 


For he43a Prieftanda Iudge,holy, innocent, yndetiled , 


[4a hinidtew bisTribunall Seat; then at the ſhrill found 
© O of 


-ming his{mperialt and jnumaculace: perſon. Andihis /obs | 


-might &'Maieſtie, For! heisa King: hp on his heada | 
| polden'erown The whitenes df ir;his purity and holines. 


' ſeparate from ſinners, andniadehigher then the Heauens, | 
| When thisR-gall, mighty, and vncorrupt Tudge, hath-ſer- 
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The Refirrec” ' ef che Trumpet, all that are dead fhallrifſe,cuen inthe fame 


tion of the 


lob.19. 


Ezec.37. 


% 


Eſay 26.7 9 


lokh,5.28,29, 


we, 


fate and forme as they were when chey dyed, courred a» 
gaine with che ſime skinne,and having the ſame ficthyſhall 


' | man returacd roduſt,can make a man againe. 


' | pher forclhewing the bringing againe of the 


alſo behold Godznot with other, but with che ſame eyes 
as they had when they departed out of this lite : and all 
this ſhall comero paſſe, although a man is burnc to aſhes. 
For God whois Omnipotenc,and mademan of nothing, 
is-much-morcable of athcs eo reedific and make man a. 
gaine; then a fi man of aſhes can make a beautifull 
a(ſe. Andif aGoid{mich,ora Pewterer, of a melted vel. 
},cammikeanocher ageine : then much more God, of a 
He made 
man (1 fey )arthe firlt of nothing : chercfore much more 
isable ro: make him againe of ſomething, and co bring to- 
ether alt parts and/pieccs of him, whereſocuer they bee: 
tered and A An excellent example and demon- 
ftracion whereof we have in Exzobiet 3 7. where the Pro-: 
ople,being! 
in captiuitie, tellechhow the Lord fer him &bwne in the 
niiddeſtof a ficld-which:was fall of dry bones, and led 
him round about by them, 'and faid vnto him , Sonne of 
Man, can theſebones line ? «And the Prophet anſwered, O 
Lord God, then knoweſft. Then thei Lord proceeded further, | 
and ſaid unto the bones,” Behold , 1 will cauſe breath to 
enter mrs you, and you ſhall Ine, and [ will lay ſinvewer vpou 
you, and make fleſh yraw vyon you,andeoner you with chinne, 
and pus breath in yew that yemmy line.  Andas ſoone as the 
Lord ſpake the word, all this was dene: ſhewing plainely 
vnts vs our reſ{tauration te lifeatthe Reſurretjon in the 
laſt Day. All chat are dead ſhall live; -ſhall rife againe and 
come to be judged : for thedead ſhall live; they ſhall ri 
apaine with their bedy 3 wake and fug,ye that in the 
duſt : for thy dew ts arthe dew of oa vga _ ſhall 
caft out the dead. Let vs therefore reſolue our ſelucs , that 
the howre ſhall come, in the which all that are in their graues, 


hall heare Chrifts waice, and they ſpall came forth that Raps 
ona 


_ —_—— ww . 
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dens good, wnto the Reſurreftion of life : bus they that hane 
dong exill, mate the reſuerreftion of - condemnation.” Martha 1p 11 140 
therefore trucly ſaid to Chrittof Lazarm; [hnow that hbre | 
ſpallriſe ag aine at the laſt Day. Harthaknew this to bee | 
crue, and 1o did /e6: and'in this point letys all berefolued: Iob 19. 
for as truely as Elizexs called to lifea dead Boy : Chriltthe 2.King 4. 
Widdowes ſonne in Naim, and [airns Daughter, and La» ON Te 
z4rus: {o wee ſhall be raiſed againetslife, and ttand be- ty 
forethis high [udge , ſitting in his Imperiall Throne of : 
Maieſtie, 1 pray Cod chat wee may appeare before him | 
cloathed wich his holincfle and rightcouſnelle;; 
Now alchough ſame /ball be alme at the laft-Dayyyetthey ' , Thep, 1, 

ſhall not prenent them that fleepe : far theyſball bee caught vp 
with them alſs in the Clonds, to meet the Lord in the «Are , 
and ſball come to Indgement: that both the dead , and they | 2.Cor.5.10, 
that then ſhall bee lining , may receive the things that =! 
dexe in1thtir badres, according to that which they hano done, | 
whether ut begood or bad. For God by bis Sonne Chrift Teſias, | Atts 17.31, 
will [udge thPtvorld in righteon(neſſe. Ic (hall therefore goe 
well with the righteous, the godly, bur ill wichthe wic- 
ked, Ir ſhall be with the godlyand the wicked ar the \Re« 
| urreRion in the laft Day, as it was with' Pharaob'his fer- | Gene40, 
uants,ihis chiefe Butler, and his chiefe Baker; Bock of 
them were taken out of Priforr; the orie te be reſtored 10 
his O ice, ro minifter beforeche King, burthe other to | 
| bepured torments and:-crueli death. . In like maner fhall | 

it bee wich the Ele&t; avd/Reprobate';, !faithfull, and vn- 
faithful; the godly:and the wicked ac this: generall and | 
grcatAſlize::boch ſhaltariſe ourof theircleicpriſon (1 | 
meane theit Graucs) butthe one ſorc to be ever with-the | 
| Lord;andrabetucrinacomingaltioyfull praftice 4 mi- | 
niſtring praiſes, 2nd, Sangs of: Thankſgiving: faying , | 
Saluation, and gloryy and boner bee to the Bord our God, | 7 
&ec. The other to bee banithed from rthepreſence of the ; Math.25» 
Lord,andto bee finally adividged to euerkſting fire and 
rorments, , Therefore ( O godly man) hold on and goe | 


O 2 for- '_ 


. F , 
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>| ap:aceduntof'xthhi 
 heue (corned taihavebeentoldof in this life,by Miniſter, 


| tures {peakingafter the manner of men, proue, thar there 
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| farward:in-agedly:courſe of life: Thou ſbak-have com- | | 
, \ferrand ioyatuhe baft,,cucna ſolace ſcmpirernc and per- ; 
; pacuall..: For exe bath not ſeene carebath notheard;, nenher 


bath it entred into. the bart of «man, what. good things the 


- || Lerdhath prepared for them that lone bims © and the Wheri- 
_- | &ance.of Gods Childrenis incorrupcible; wadchiled, and | 
- + | | nener faderh away, :Burifthoware a wicked mah , and 
.** | halt walkedis tbe. broad way-that leadcthi raxdeſtrution, 


and. continutlt-in thy wicked life without repentance, 
then chow ſhaleriſe. inthe laſt Day, but coiudgement, to 
rorment, t@ hee galt into the lake of fircand brimltone , 
where arc paincs-endkile,caſclctie,and remediletic, Looke | 


| rothe example of therich Glutton:. 


Art this day andrtime of account, Kings , Queenes , 


| Princes, Farles, Barons and Baronets, Knights, Eſquires, 


Gentlemen,. Y.comen, rich and ,poore, youngand old;all, 
one as well as another, ſhall bee 3 A oi how they | 
haugoccupicd:-their Talenes, as 'wee'may- gather by-the 
Parable. The Virgiristhat expe the BrideMoome with 
Oyleand Lampes:prepared,ſhall be bletſed. The wicked 
(ll þe fifeed wich Rraightexamination,, and ſhall giue 
marrers-, .whereof: they would 


ar Magiſtrate : 23 how they haue ſpent their time ? whe- 


| ther:they hauec foughtagainlt the world, the Fleſh, and 


the Diuell? Of which, and manyother things, they muſt 
giye an account af cyeacofcutipidle wird. And heere 


weearetonote,' thatias whenperſonsarc tryed atour Aſ- 
fizes, vpon matcers of life and death, thereare viually ac- 
cuſcrs and witnelles, written {and printed: Lawes and 


_ | Bopkes, by-; which men. are trycd:- {for no man is 


condemncd ypon a bare accuſarion,: without teſtimonic, 
ſome appararic preofe., or at-lealin iſe forme great pro- 
babilicie char; -cannot bee ſpoken againſt, and the 
breach of the ſomebranchef the Lawes :) So the Scrip- 


fall 


-- 


_— 


, 


E 


The Stewards laſt accomnt. 


ſhal be both accuſers and witnelles againſt a falſe Steward, 
a' wicked man at this great Afsize. 

+. Theaceulers are- a mans owne thoughts, after which 
fort the thoughts of the Gentiles are ſaid ro accuſ2 them, 
orexcuſethem, at theday when God ſhall judge the ſe- 
erets of men by leſus Chriſt. A mans wicked choughes 
then,are ſinnes; and; vnleſle aman repent him of chem, 
deſcruedeath; And therefore Peter bad Simon Magus 
prey to God, if perhaps the thoughts of his heart may hos 
orgiuen him, And forthis cauſe our Sauiour ſpeaking 
of an euill heart, faich, that ont of it proceeds exill thoughts: 
from thele wicked thoughts, come many cuill and wic- 
ked words, whereof the {inner muſt giucan account, yea, 
many ſinnes and wickednefſſes that ſhall corre a man, 
and many turnings backe thar ſhall reprooue him.” Our 
thoughts therefore may well bee faid ro accuſe vs at this 
day of reckoning. And here ir is ſtrange to-ſce , hew 
wonderfully worldly men are decciued in this point : 
they will ſay, Thoughtisfree 3 as though ic were lawfull 
for them tothinkeat pleaſure without {inning,or puniſh. 
ment. It is true;'that man may thinke what he will, freed 
frommans knowledge andpunifhmene. For as it is true, 
that no man kneweth the thoughts of man ; ſo it is as 


| true, that no man cariuſtly inflict puniſhment ypon man 


for his tHoughts : for he knowerh not them. Onely God, 
the ſearcher of the hearts and reynes, knoweth mans 
thoughts, and punifheththem if they are wicked,and that 
deſeruedly. For evill thoughts defile man , and therefore 
worthily are condemned, Zech.$. 17, 


1, God, 

2. Heaxen and Earth. 

3+ Ruff of the Gold and Siluer of 
wicked rich men. 

4. A mans Conſcience. 


The witneſſes againſt 


man, are foure, 


O 3 


Firſt, | 


> 08 


Rom.z.15,16, 


Mat 15.19, 


Mat.12. 36, 


Ier.2.19: © 


Mart.15.19,20. 


— 


Mal.3.f. 


Math.2 So 


Deur.4.26. 
Deut.30.19» 


| leſſe, and oppreſſe the flranger, and fears not mee, ſaith the 


| oy tolightthe hidden things of darknes,& make mani- 


| faith to Iſrael : when thou ſhale beger children,and chil- 


| | dayestherein, bur ſhall veterly bee deſtroyed, The like 
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Firit, God is a witnelle, who knowethall things, yea, 
the very ſecrets of the heart z "therefore the trueſt and 
beſt witneſſe. This is proued, Malachy 3.5; 1 wall ( faid 
he) come neere to you in indgement, and { will be @ ſwift wit- 
weſſe ag 4infF the Soutbſaers, and againſt the Admlterers aud 
ar 4inft falſe ſwearers, and aeainſt thoſe that wrong fully beepe 
backe the brrelmgs wages and vex the widdow andibe father. 


Lord. This righteous Lord, and true wirnellc , will fer 
before mans face, the things charchee hath done. Hee vyill 


feſt che counſels of the heart, that every one that thinketh 
well, and doth well, may have praiſc of God : and he that 
thinketh not well, nor deth well, may bee calt into cuer- 
laſting fire, 00 91's for the Divell and his Angels, 

The ſecond wirnelle, Heranen and earth, The Lord 


drens children, and ſhalt hane remained long in he land, 
if yee corrupt your felues, and make any \ image, 
er likeneſle of any thing , and worke euill in the fight 
of the Lord thy Ged, to prouoke himcs anger, 1 call 
Heauen and Earth to record againſt you this day , that 
yecſhall ſhortly periſh from the land whereunts ye goe 
ouer Tordan to potlcile it : yee ſhall not prolong your 


place we have, Dext, 30. 19. Where the Lord calleth 
Heaucn and Earth to witnelle again{t them, faying,thac he 
| had ſer before them life, and death, a bleſsing,anda curſc, 
and bids them chuſe life, that they may live wich their 
ſced. Beloued Chriſtians, let vs take heed what we doc 
heere on the earth, For our ſayings & doings are knowne 
| and ſeene from aboue: and theearth , vpon which our 
finnes are committed , can beare witneile of the ſame a- 
gainſt vs,if our words and deedsarcevill. * 

Thirdly, the ruſt of the gold and (ilver of covetovs 
worldlings, ſhall be a witnefſe againſt chem , which hath 


| 


beene | 
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beenelayd vp till it ruſted, for want of viing and well cm- 
ploying to che vſc of the poore, Andasheir goldand lil- 
uer-is caten vpand freeted with rult: ſo they, for nat viing 
their treaſure well,ſhall be eaten vp and deueurcd with the 
fire of hell, that is,they ſhall be torinenced with euerlaſting 
flames ef fire, This doth /ames teach vs, ſaying, Goe to 
now, ye rich men : weepe and howle for your miſeries that ſhall 
come pou yon ; your riches are corrmyt ; and your garments 
are moth-eaten : your gold and ſiluer 1 cankred , aud the ruft 
of them ſh4ll be a witneſſe again(t you, and ſhall eate your fleſh 
as it were fire. Te hane beaped vp treaſures for the laft dayes, 
How fooliſh then are greediecouctous men, which heape 
I. ld; wrath again(t the day of wrath, and of the declaration 
che iuſt iudgement of God? How much better were it 
forchemcolay vp treaſures, not vpon carth, where the 
ruſt and moch doth corrupt , and where thecucs breake 
chorow and (tecalc;but rather to lay vp treaſures in heauen; 
where ncitherruſt nor moth doth corrupt, and where 
theeucs doc not breake thorow nor ſtcale ? 

Fourthly , a mans conſcience ſhall witnefſe with him or 
againſt him, as the Apoltle doch teflifie , ſpeaking thus of 
the Gentiles 2 . When the Genciles (faith he) which hauc 
yot the Law., doe of nature the things centeincd in the 
Law, they hauing not the Law area law vnto themaſelugs, 
which ſhew the etfeR of the Law written in their hearrs ; 
their conſcience alſo bearing witnetle, and cheir thoughts 
accuſingone another or cxculing,at the day when God 
ſhall jugpe the ſecrets of men by Icſus Chrift accerding 
to my Goſpel. Note (I beſeech you) the Apoltles words: 
He faith, That the conſcienceof the Gentiles ſhall bearc 
witnelle: and hetellech when ſhe ſhall doe this; to wit, 
when God ſhall iudge the ſecrers of men by Iefus Chriſt, 
meaning, the day of Iudgement. But that-I-may ſpeake 
mere plainely, note, I beſcech you (beloved Chril Lan jans) 
thatas mens doingsare two-feld : good, or bad : They 
arc goed which procced from faich, andare agrecable to 


the 


— 
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Rom.r. 


Mar. 5. 
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2.Cor,t, 12, 
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the Law of God: and they are cuill, which proceed from 
infidelitic, and are repugnant to the Lawes of God: Sb 
the motions of mens hearts are two-fold y either joyfull, 
which concomitate good deedes; er forrowfull, which al- 
wayes accompany cuill deedes, Hereupon it commethto 
patſe, that one Conſcience may bee called goed, another 
bad. Now a geod conſcience, is a-ioyfull motion of the 
heart, ariſing from a certaine knowledge of wel-doing : | 
orit isthe iudgement of the mind, grounded vpon know- 
ledge concerning a mans geod deeds, miniltringioy vnto 
him. Hereupon Pas ſaid, Owr reioycing is this,the teflims- 
wie of a good conſcience. Panl bended his wit,and will, and 
laboured earneſtly to thaue a -good .conſcience towards 
God and man; and he had ſuch an one, and with it could 
truly fay, 7 aw pure from the blood of all men, And further, 
at his end, his conſcience ſo comforted, firengthened,and 
emþoldened himzthat-he without any ſcruple or heſita- 
tion, faid ,. Thane fought a good fight, I bane finiſhed my 
.comrſe, [ haxe kept the rb ths. A good conſcience makes 
2 merrie heart, whiles wee live, makes ys-to:f[cepe more 
uietly, then if welayd our heades on a Doune-pillow : 
and when death approcheth, ſhe cauſerh man notto feare 
to die and then will not forſake him , when all worldly 
vanities andſhadowes vaniſh & fade away:and yet ſhe wil 
.doe himthe beſt feruice thatſhe can; ſhee will plead for 
him, and witnefſe with him.  O what a treafurc is a good. 
conſcience !- Sheis asie were mount Tabor, a glimpſcof 
glory vperearth, acomfortrefſe of thy heart at the houre 


| of death, anda faithfull friend and witnefle, to ſtand by 


_-_ and quictneſle; ſhe bringeth man to deſtruttion , 3s 


thee at the day of Indgement, when thou ſhalt have moſt | 
need, Buran cull jus. 77s A in this world, as it were, 
an hellifh Hagge, an infernal{ Furie,cuer tormenterh wan, | 
followeth him; ſhe alwayes keepeth a true record of all 
mans evi thoughts, words, and workes, troubleth; man. 
with gircfullſuggeſtionsand temprations ; ſhe is never at 


ic may © 


C— 
y" 


; Nuing an enemy,at the Jalt Day will witneile. againſt a 


ſo firmely impretlcd in her , that ſhee is compared to a 


nothing elſe but a continuall practice of finne. Well, let 


vnblurred booke,and then we ſhall preuentand eſcape the 


| 


5s the Word of God: itis (I ſay) the Rule and Line, by 
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ie may appeare by the examples of Cain, Judas, Arrins, | 
and many others: and yet ſhe hath not done, bur conti- 


man all his Gpnes : hisſwearing, forſweating, lying, (tca- 
ling, injuries, oppreſſions, andall other. his workes of the 
ficth and darknetile, She will net, nor cannot forget them. 
For all mens faults are ſo perfectly knowne vnto her, and 


booke; a booke of remembrance, whereia all things are 
ſo perfefly recorded, that they cannot be forgotten, 1b 
faith, Thou baſt ſealed vp our ſinnes in a bagge : to ſhew the 
exact and (trict kind of keeping of them againſt that Day 
of account: So that not ancuill chought,nor an cuil word, 
notan cuill deed, can be forgotten, they arcall fo ſurely 
recorded;and the time of opening this booke,and reading 
them ouer to the. hearing of the world, is the day of 
Iudgement, For then all mens faults ſhall be knowne,and 
inthem chat hane offended , they ſhall be puniſhed. Foo- 
liſh men and women think,thar all their wicked thoughts, 
all their idle and euill words patle away with the wind: 
bur ic is not ſo; for in this booke they are written and re= 
corded; and once the booke ſhall be opened, and thy ſc- 
cret linnesdiſcouered. Nowif we come to the liues of 
men and women, alaſle, they are molt wicked ; they are 


vslabour to keepea good conſcience, an vnblocted, and 


danger. 
The booke and touchſtone of the triall, whereby all our 


thoughts, words, and workes ſhall beexamined and tried, 


which they ought to be leuclled, ſquared, and wrought 
by. The Apoltle Pal faith, That at the day of Judge- 
ment, God {hall judge the ſecrets of men by Tefus Chrilt, 
according to his Goſpel : he meancth that Goſpel whereof 


he was a preacher, not an authour. Qurthoughts, words, 


and 
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The Booke 
and touch- 


None. 


Rom,1.16, 
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| andworkes mult be tryed by the Word of God, If there 


| fore our thoughts, words, and workes :are not agreeable 
| tothe Wordot God,to Gods rules and commandements, 
they arc as edious, diltaltcfull , and vnplealing vnto the 
Lord, astheoffering vp of bruſed things wereintherime | 
of the Law, Therefore let the Word of Ged(O man) bea 

lanternetothy feer, and alighr yntothy pathes, that thou 

mayelt nor wander out of the old ancient wayes of the 
| | Lord, Bur gocthe ftraight waycs ro Heauen, alwaycs di- 

reing thy ſteps by this Word of God. 

When the-peore wretched -{inner, accuſed by his own 
thoughts, is found culpable in his words and workes, and 
| 15 conuifted by cuidencand plaine teſtimonies (as before ) 
becauſe he madeno conſcience of his wayes, and neucr 
| direted his goings according to the Word of God: be- 
The lamenta- | hold in what lamentable caſe he ſhall ſtand in: For aboue 
| ble caſe of the | him he ſhall hauethe Iudge offended for his wickednelle : 
| inner con- | beneath him, the burning pic of Hell open, and boyling, 
| mance. ready to ſwallow him vp : on-his right band, his ſiones 
acculing : on his left hand, the Diucls, as it were Iaylors, 
and Exccutioners, ready to execute Gods Sentence ypon 
him : within him, his conſcience ſhall gnaw him, paine 
him, grieuchim, and teltific againſt him : before him, 
iudgement without mercy ; behinde him, his cuill life : 
on cuery (ide, alldamned foules. bewailing, and which 
way ſocuer you caft your eyes, you ſhall behold a burning 
fire. O conſider this, ye that forget God , left hee teare you-1m 

| pieces, and there be none to delmer you. 
Sat es. The juſt Iudge will pronounce ſentence righteoully, 
| venof godly, | oth of the Sheepeon hisright hand, and Goares on his 
anivngodly:- | lefchand, of both godly, and vngodly ; iult, and vniuſt; 
and firſt,of the | faichfull, and vnfaithfull. Sentence ſhall bee given of the 
godiga | godly, according tothe Goſpel, nor onely offering , but 
| now gluing faluation to Gods fairbfull children , by the 
merits of leſus Chriſt. And the fentence will bee a kinde 
* | uication,or rather recciuing ro ioy,in theſe words: Come 


ye 


_ 


| 
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ye bleſſed of my Father , inherite the Kingdome prepared for | 
you from the beginning of the world, &c. 

On the contrary, fencence ſhall be giuen of the Goates, 
of the wicked and vngodly on the-ludges left hand,, ac-' 
cording to the rigour of the Law, with all it maleditions, 
corcures, and rorments, then preſently to be putin execu- 
tionagaialt a lewd liuer : theſe ſhall then indure their de- 
ſeruedendlefle puniſhments. The Sentence againſt theſe 
is , Depart ye curſed, mto cuerlaſting fire , prepared for the 
Dinell and bis Angels, &c. All this 1s ratified wich a clauſe 
of anirreuocable ſentence, to wit, Theſeſhall goe into encr- 
lefling paine, ere. Of theſe paines of Hell, as alſo of the 
| royes of Heaven; F had chought co haue wricten : chat by 

the conſideration of the one, the wicked may bee deter- 
red from ſinning, and fo auoid the puniſhment ; and by 
the conſideration of the other,they may beallured to well 
doing, to ſceke thoſe things that are aboue, and tread the 
fraight way thar leadeth ro cuerlaſting life. Bur hauin 
ſpent ſo much time already, as I could well ſpare, 1 wil 
end for this preſent, promiting ( if my labours are accep- 
ted, and God granteth ctime of life to performe it) chat I 
will wrice of che ſameat ſome other conuenient time, 1] 
will therefore now end, praying all Chriſtians ro liſten to 

the exhortation following : Beloucd, let vs prepare our 
{ ſelues for thisiudgement Gorly' and euery moment. Let 
| the commandemenc of the Lord ſtirre ys vp to watch, 
| provide, and bein areadinelic, Let your loyes bee girded a- 
| bont ,avd your lights burning andyee your ſeluer like unto men 
that wait for their Maſter when be willreturne from the wed. 
ding, that when he commeth and knocketh, they may epen unto 
him immediately. Bleſſed are thoſe ſeruants , whom the Lord 
when he commeth, ſhall finde waking, &e, Let the example 
of the ſidden floud propoſed by Peter , ſirikea care into 
| ys, and make vs afraid to be ſecure, Let the conlideration 
| ofthe High Tudge, whichindgeth with juſtice and equitic 


all men of cuery order, age and kiade, make ys prepare 
P 3 | our 
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our iclucsagainfſt this day. Let che [ignes now accompli. 
ſhed, and tulfilled, make vs fully reſolued that the Day is at 
hand,and (trike acarc into-vs to bee prepared again(t the 
Lordscomming. Let the vncertaine houre to vs whenir 
ſhall come,and yet certain that once it will come,and foo. 
ner then we thinke,make vs obſeruant and watchfull. To 
conclude,let the execution it ſelfe, ro wit, cucrlaſting re- 
wards,and everlaſting puniſhments, wanting all caſe and 
mitigation of torments, ſtrike a Feare in vs nor to offend, 
and make ys carefullto pleaſe God. For God, as the Apo- 
{tle hath,willrender vengeance in flaming fire, to them which 
know him not,and that To not the Goſpel of owr Lord leſs 
Chrift » Which ſhall bee puniſhed with enerlaſimg damnation 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, 
when he ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, and tobe made 
maruellons in all them that beleene. Let vs prepare our ſelues 
againſt that Dayz wherein Mmndigloria finienda oft, that 
is, the glory ofthe world muſt take his end; 1 fay, againlt 
that day and time, which ſhall cake tardy in deceitfull ſe- 
curitic many, andtherefore compared to the comming in 
of the Floud, in the dayes-of Noah; and to the commin 
ofa Thiefe, If a band of men ſhould cnter into a Citic,and 
| beginto deſtroy with fireand ſword , would not euery | 
' man tremble add quake#If we thus feare our mortall cne- 
| nics, and the and of man, what ſhall wee doc, when 
|as the fearcfull Trumpet ſhall ſound from Heaucn , and 
/atthat voice of the Archangell mereclcerc and ſhrill then | 
\any Trumpet; all the whole-world ſhall rumble? when we 
| ſhall ſee nor weapons made with hands , bur the whole 
| powers of Heaven to be mooued, and to threaten venge- 
ance vnto vs. If aman-ſlayer,orany other wicked perſon, | 
| of whom puniſhment were to be taken by the iudgement 

; of an earthly Judge, will cremble,and quake, at the {ight of- 
| the Iudge,and 4.4 ſtanding abour in judgement, and at 


the bloudy hand ef the Hangman , or Tormentecr, al. 
though he know that his end will bee but ſhort : chen 
(beloued) | 


a 
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(beloucd) conſider what ſhame, feare, dolour, and griefe 
will bee at the Day of Tudgement, when all the euils and 
ſorrowes, that cai1 bee imagined and deviſed, ſhall bee 
broached, and ready to be inflited ypon the wicked men 
of this world. Theſe, and many _ euils ſhall befall 
them whicharc holden with many cares of this world ,.| 
and thinke not of thislaft end of all things. But we which 
repent, beleeue,and chinke of Chriſts comming, conceiue | 
ioy,and wiſh for his comming, as the certainetime of our | 
Redemption, and reward, ſaying, Come, Lord leſu, Come. 
To this Lord Icſus, together with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, in one Efſence, berende- 
redall honour , and glory, power,andſeruice, 
in Hcauen, andin Earth , henceforth 
and for cucr, Amen, 


